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captured Spanish register ship—¢¢ that the ship and cargo should be
restored to his Catholic Majesty, and his subjeéts the claimants, agree-
able to the prayer ; and that one eighth of the value, after deduéting
the expence on both sides, be paid for salvage : provided, that within
six months, it shall be declared by his Catholic Majesty, in some
publi¢ act, that all ships and cargoes that are, or shall be captured by
the King of Spain, together with private ships to be fitted out, bz
longing to this country, be restored upon the like terms to his Bri-
tannic Majesty : otherwise the said ship St. Jago shall be considered
as a good and lawful prize to the British recaptors.” The agents for
the capture of the above ship, having disserited from the above adju-
dication in 1793, and entered an appeal to the Lords of the Council
for the final issue ; they adjudged to the captors, in January 1795,
the sum of 935,000l

—His Majesty’s sloop Spitfire, Captain Durham, on the 2;th of
April, fell in with two French armed brigs, the one of sixteen, and the
other of twelve guns ; which she engaged for half an hour, under the
fort at Cherburg ; and at last obliged them to bearup for the harbour,
when the Spitfire was under the necessity to leave off the chace to
prevent going on shore, 'The Spitfire received no material damage
either from the brigs, or from the fort, which during the engagement
kept a constant fire upon her.

Admiralty Office, Fune 1, 1793,

Captain Laforey, of his Majesty’s sloop the Fairy, arsived this
afternoon at this office, with a letter from Vice Admiral Sir John
Laforey, Commander in Chief of his Majesty’s ships at the Leeward
Islands, to Mr, Stephens, of which the following is a copy :

Sir, Trusty, Great Courland Bay, Tobago, April 22,
1 beg leave to acquaint you, for their Lordships’ information, with
the capture of the island of Tobago. 1 sailed with part of my
squadron from Barbadoes the rzth instant 5 accompanying Muajor
General Cuyler, with the land forces destined for the expedition, and
put therm on shore in this bay, on the evening of the 14th: when
General Cuyler, having received intelligence that rendered it necessary
to lose no time in his advances, marched immediately across the island
to Scarborough, and at three o'clock on the next morning, after
having summoned the fort to surrender, inefleCually, stormed the
works, and carried them against a strong resistance, with some loss,
the number of the enemy that defended them being fully equal to that
of his Majesty’s troops who made the attack.
I dispatch Captain Laforey, commander of his Majesty’s sloop
Fairy, with this account, I have the honour to be, &ec.

Philip Stepbens, Ergu JOHN LAFOREY.
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May 27. The Nymph frigate, Captain Pellew, and the Venus
frigate, Captain Jonathan Faulknor, sailed from Spithead the 1gth of
May on a cruise to the southward. On the 25th they separated in
chase, and on the 27th the Venus, about day-light, fell in with a large
French frigate, the Proserpine, of 36 guns, besides carronades. The
Venus was unable to bring her to close action, before eight o’clock in
the morning, which continued very warm until half past eleven o’clock.
The French frigate was then perfeétly silenced, had been making off
for some time, and did not fire a gun for the last half hour ; but the
Venusstill kept following her close, and repeatedly raked her on both
quarters. The French frigate’s decks was totally deserted, her ports
lowered down, several of them beat into one ; and without a doubt in
a few minutes must have struck her colours, but for her consort the
Cleopatra being discovered working up to her assistance, On seeing
which the French frigate, the Venus was engaging, made a private
signal, which was immediately answered by the other, who hoisted
French national colours under a great press of sail. The frigate en-
gaged, then bore up, and run down to her, Captain Faulknor kept
his wird, and got ready to receive the other French frigate, who con-
tinued to stand after him. The Venus was very much damaged in
ber masts, yards, sails, and rigging ; all her lower shrouds were shot
away, except one ; her main, and every other stay, shot asunder ; the
fore, main, and mizen masts considerably wounded ; the main topsait
shot clean out of the bolt ropes, the mizen stay-sail had more than one
hundred shots through it, with the loss of two men killed and twenty
wounded.

This brilliant action, without a marine on board, twenty men short
of complement, and with only three petty officers of the guarter deck,
is an additional proof of the gallant condu& of Captain Faulkuor, lis
officers, and men. Had the Nymph fortunately joined the Venus,
there cannot remain the emallest doubt, but both these Irench frigates
would have been captured ; they had seen them twice before during
their cruise, but could not get near enough to bring them to action.
The two French ships were both from Cherburg, and the aétion was
fought in mid-channel, The French fiigate mounted six guns more
than the Venus.

30. A :evereengagement, that lasted four liours, took place about
six leagues from Gibraltar, between the Tiis frigate of 32 guns, Cap-
tain George Lumsdaine, and a French ship of superior force. Several
men were killed on both sides, and the Honourable Licutenant A,
Bennet was wounded in the right thigh, They were as last obliged
to separate,

[Z5 be continued.])



PLATE V.

HIS engraving, from the original design by Mr. Pocock,

is a correct representation of the gallant manceuvre of
Lord Howe, on the 1st of June 1794 ; and will give those,
who are anxious to form a clear idea of this memorable
exploit, an accurate and just comprehension of the manner,
in which this gallant veteran performed the last achievement
of his bold, and enterprising mind. The view is supposed
to be taken from the eastward, or windward of the line of
battle. Lord Howe, about Lalf past nine A. M. in the
Queen Charlotte, with the signal flying for closer action,
and top-gallant sails set, broke through the French line.
His ship is accordingly seen, nearly under the stern of the
Montagne, lufing up under her lee quarter, and pouring
in her larboard broadside ;—whilst, with her starboard
guns, she rakes the Jacobin, the French admiral’s second
astern, who had shot ahead, hoping to close the space, and
thus to baffle the determined bravery of the English admiral.
But in this she was disappointed, with the loss of her fore-
mast and bowsprit, the former of which is described as
falling.

The Montagne not able to sustain the Queen Charlotte’s
tremendous fire, which Mons. Jean Bon St. Andre so em-
phatically terins * ces decharges meurtrisres, is seen setting hex
top-gallant sails to shoot ahead. The fore-top mast of the
Quecn Charlotte appears shot away. In distance is repre-
sented the Marlborough, with her head to the wind, and all
her sails aback, athwart the lmpetueux, and another French
ship, which she is engaging. For particulars of this action
we must refer our 1eaders to our first number, and to Lord
Howe’s Gazette Letters, which will appear in our Historical
Narrative of Naval Actions.

¥ Naval Chronicle, No. 1. page 27.
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NAVAL LITERATURE.

A Voeyage of Discowery to the North Pacific Oceany and round the
World ; in which the Coast of North-west America bas been carefully
examined and accuraiely surweyed.  Undertaken by his Majesiy’s Com-
mand, principally avith a View to ascertain the Existence of any Na-
wigable Communication between the North Pacific and North Atlantic
Oc ans ; and performedin the Years 1790, 1791, 1792, 1793, 1704,
and 199§, in the Discovery Sloop of War *y and Armed Tender
Chatham, under the Command of Captain George Vancouver. [n
Three Volumes Royal 410 and a Folio Volume of Charts and Head.-
lands, 61. 6s. Robinsons, Edwards, 1798.—F7ol. 1. 432 Pages,
7 Plates,

E have not of late years perused any voyage so well
composed, and throughout arranged in so judicious
and able a manner, as the valuable one that has been pre
sented to the public in these volumes. Both in point of
composition and ability, it must always rank high among
those works, which are considered as naval classics by pro-
fessional men. At the head of these the relation of Lord
Anson’s voyage has long been placed : and we think, with
due submission to the opinion of others, the present one of
Vancouver deserves in point of literary merit to be held in
an equal estimation. There is no work that requires more
address in its composition, than the relation of a voyage,
necessarily containing a great variety of nautical and astro-
nomical terms ; whose novelty had been greatly diminished,
by the relations of preceding circumnavigators, and in which
the journals of others must be blended with the narration,
and be united with the remarks, which the writer’s own
observation had already made.
The labours of Dr. Hawkesworth, the succeeding voyages
of the ever-lamented Captain Cook, and the different vo-

# Number of officersand men in the Discovery sloop of war, 103.—Captain,
George Vancouver ; Lieutenants, Zachariah Mudge, Peter Puget, Foseph Baker
Master, Foseph Whidbey.

Number of officers and men on board the Chatham armed tender, 45—
Commander, Licwtenant W. R. Broughton ; Licutenant,-Jemes Hanson ; Master,
Fames Fobustene.
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lumes which have since been published relating to the Paci-
fic Ocean, form a most valuable collection of nautical re-
maiks, and geographical knowledge : and it is much to be
wished, for the general good of the service, that the whole,
miay, at some futuie period, be published in a size more
adapica to the limits of 2 moderate fortune, and more calcu-
lated to be received into the library of the mariner.

The publication we haveat present to consider, which we
particularly recommend to the attentive perusal of our readers,
experienced 2 consiwlerable disadvantage in consequence of
the decease of Captain Vancouver. The first volumss, ex-
cepting the introduétion, and as far as page 288 of the last
velume, were printed before his death, He had also prepared
the introduction, and a further part of the Journal as far as
pege 408 of the last volure. The remainder was arranged
for the press by Lis brother Mr. John Vancouver, as we are
thes informed @

The whole narrative of the Voyage of Discovery having beer
bionght to 1ts conclusion at Valparaiso, by Captain Vanceuaver him-

If there puly remains for me to 2dd, that in preparing for the press
she small remainder of his Journal, comprehending the passage round
Cape Horn to St. Helena, and fiom thence to England, ¥ have strici-
¥y adhered to the rough documents before me ; but as no new in-
ridents occurred in this part of the voyage, and as the insertion of
lop book minutes, over a space which Is now so frequently travers-
#d, cannot either be uscful er entertzining, I have endcavoured to
comprugs this portion of the Jouwnal jnto as few pages as possible,

If the reader compares the following account of stores and
yersonal comforts, supplied by the Board of Admiralty for
this voyage, with the painful refletions of Wallis arsd Car-
taret on the want of them ; he will perceive, that since that
yeriod, a very considerable improvement has taken place ina
department, which holds as it were in balance, the dearese
Interests of Great Bistain.

The Board of Admiralty, greatly attentive to our personal comforts,
pue directions that the Diseoviry, and Chatham should each be sup-
plicd weth all such articles as might be considered in any way likely

s hecome necessary, during the exccution of the long and aiduous
scrvice in which we were about ta eugage.  Qur stores, from the na-
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val argenals, were ordered to be sele@ed of the very best sorts, and
to be made with materials of the best quality. In addition to
the ordinary establishmeat, we were supplied with a large assortment
of ceines ard other uscful fishing geer of various kinds, The provi.
sions were furnished at the Victualling.office with the greatest care, all
of which proved to be excellent, and manifested the judgment which
had been exercised in the selection and preparation of the several aiti.
<les, To these were added a large proportien of seur-krout, portable
soup, wheat inetead of the usual supply of oatmeal for breakfast, the
essence of malt and spruce, malt, hops, diied yeast, flour, and seed
mustand, which may all be considered as aiticles of food. Thase of
a medicinal nature, with which we were amply supplied, were Dr,
James’s powders ; vitriolic elixir ; the rob of lemons and oranges, ia
such quantities and proportions as the surgeon thought requisite ; to
gether with an augmentation to the usual allowance, amounting to a
hundred weight, of the best Pe.uvian bark.

To render our visits as acceptable as possible to the inhabitants of
the islands or continent in the Pacific Ocean, and to establish on a
firm basis a friendly intercourse with the several tiibzs we might occa-
stonallv meet with, Lord Grenville directed that a liberal as:ortmcut
of various European commodities, both of 2 useful and ornamental
aature, should be sent on board from the Secietary of State’s office
From the Board of Ordnance the vessels were supplied with every thing
necessary for our defence, and amongst other articles were four well-
contrived three pound field pieces {or the protetion of our little en-
campment against any hostile attempts of the native Indians, amongst
whom we should necessarily have frequent occasign to reside onshore 5
and for the zmuscment and entertzinment of such as were peaceably
and friendly disposed towards ns, we were furnished with a most ex-
cellent assortment of well-prepared fireworks,

T he first volume is divided into two books : one of which
gives an account of their transactions from the commence-
ment of the expedition until their departure from Qtaheite.
In the other, they visit the Sandwich Islands, proceed to
survey the coast of New Albion, pass throegh an inland na-
vigation, arrive at Nootka, and Port St. Francisco.

The following reflections, on leaving his native land, are
particularly well conceived :

Agentle breeze from the N. E. at day duwn on Friday, the 1st of

April, enabled us to sail out of Carrick ruad, in company with the
Chatham ; and at midnight we ook ¢ long farewell of our native
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shores, 'The Lizard lights bore by compass north-north west, half
west, about eight leagues distant ; and the wind being in the western
quarter, we stood to the southward. Towards the morning of the 2d,
on the wind’s shifting to the south, we stood to the westward, clear
of the English channel ; with minds, it may easily be conceived, not
entirely free from serious and contemplative reflections. The remote
and harbarous regions, which were now destined, for some years, to
be our transitory places of abode, were not likely to afford us any means
of communicating with our native soil, our families, our friends, or fa-
vourites, whom we were now leaving far behind ; and to augment these
painful reflections, his Majesty’s proclamation had arrived at Falmouth,
the evening prior to our departure, offering bounties for manning the
fleet ; several sail of the line were put into commission, and flag offi-
cers appointed to different commands : these were circumstances similar
to those under which, in August 1776, I had sailed from England in
the Discovery, commanded by Captain Clerke, on a voyage which in its
object nearly resembled the expedition we were nowabout to undertake.
This very unexpected armament could not be regarded without caus-
ing various opinions in those, who, from day to day, would have
opportunities of noticing the several measures inclining ta war or
peace ; but to us, destined, as it were, to a long and remote exile,
and precluded, for an indefinite period of time, from all ehance of be-
coming acquainted with its result, it was the source of inexpressible
solicitude, and our feelings on the occasion may be betrer conceived
than described.

After inserting some judicious remarks on crossing the
Equator (Page 11.) Captain Vancouver, in compliance with
the methiod proposed in the introduction for correcting the
errors of navigation, having pacsed through the Atlantic,
takes a retrospect (Page 14.) of the whole passage. His sub-
sequent survey of the coast of Holland, comprehending an
extent of 110 leagues, affords a more correct idca of that coun=
try than we had before reccived ; and entirely overthrows an
opinion of Dampier, who considered the whole of the wes-
tern part of New Holland as consisting of a cluster of islands.
On Thursday, the 22d of December 1793, at a considerable
distance from the tracks of former navigators, they discover-
ed an island named Oparo :—in the latitude of 24° 36, and,
by their lunar obscrvations, of the two preceding days, reduced
to its centre by the chronometer, in longitude 215° 58 28 ,
the mean of the vamation was 5° 40 eastwardly, Its prin~
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cipal character was a cluster of high craggy mountains, form-
ing in several places inost romantic pinnacles, with perpen-
dicular cliffs, nearly from their summits to the sea.

In the latitude of 35°2¢ ; longitude 217°24, by the dead
reckening 214° 42 ; our navigators found thewse ves in the
midst of immense numbers of the sea blubber of the specics

of the medusa villilia,

The surface of the ocean, as far as the eye could reach, was co-
vered with these animals in such abundance, that even a pea could
hardly be dropped clear of them. The largest did not exceed four
inches in circumference; and adhering to them was fourd a worm of
a beautiful blue colour, much resembling a caterpillar.  This worm is
about an inch and a half long, thickest towards the head, forming a
three sided figure, its back being the broadest ; its belly, or under
part, was provided with a festooned membrane, with which it at-
tached itself to the medusa villilia.  Along the ridge connecting the
sides and back from the shoulders to the tail, on each side, are num-
berless small fibres, about the eighth of an inch in leagth, like the
downy hair of insects, but much more substantial; probably intended
to assist the animal in its progress through the water. This worm or
caterpillar, Mr. Menzies considered to be a new genus.

The medusa villilia attended them in the greatest abun-
dance over a space of seven degrees of longitude. Captain
Vancouver has inserted the following description of them by
Mr. Johnstone, who paid particular attention to these extra-

ordinary creatures :

These small blubbers are of an oval form, guite flat, and measuring
about an inch and an half the longest way ; their under side is some-
what concave ; the edges, for near & quarter of an inch in width, are
of a deep blue colour, changiug inwardiy to a pale green; the sub-
stance being much thinner and more transparcnt there, than on the up-
per side,  Perpendicularly to the plain of their surface, stands a very
thin membrane, extending nearly the whole length of its longest dia-
meter in a diagonal direction ; it is about an inch in height, and forms
a segment of a circle. This membrane, which scemed to serve all the
purposes of a fin and a sail, was sometimes observed to be erect; at
others lying flat, which was generally the case in the morning; but
as the day advanced, it became extended,  Whether this was volun=
tary, or the effe@t of the sun’s influence, was a question not easily
to be decided. When the membrane was down, these little animals,

Tial. 1. c G
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collected into compact clusters, were apparently destitute of any
motion, and their colour at that time seemed of a dark green.

Soon after mid-day, on Tuesday, the 17th of April, they
discovered the coast of New Albion, bearing by compass east
N. E. tc E. by § at the distance of about two leagues, on
which the surf broke with great violence. The shore ap=
peared strait and unbroken, of a moderate height, with
mountainous land behind, chiefly covered with stately forest
trees. Having proceeded along the coast to the northward,
ranging as near it as was possible, they continued to explore
its various windings, until they arrived at those regions where
the imagination of closet philosophers, since the days of
John de Fuca, the Greek pilot, in 1592, has expatiated with
a luxuriancy worthy of the relations of the Arabian Sindbad.

The sercoity of the weather, although very pleasant, was rendered
excessively irksome by the want of wind; our progress was slow, and
our curiosity was much excited to explore the promised expansive
Mediterranean ocean, which, by various accounts, is said to have exis.
tence in those regions. The several large rivers and capacious inlets, that
have been described as discharging their contents into the Pacific, be-
tween the goth and 48th degree of north latitude, were reduced to
brooks, insufficient for our vessels to navigate, or to bays, inapplicable
as harbours, for refitting ; excepting that one of which M. Dalrymple
informs us, ¢ that it is alleged that the Spaniards have recently found
an entrance 1ia the latitude of 47° 45 north, which in twenty-seven
days course brought them to the vicinity of Hudson’s Pay ; this la-
titude exactly corresponds to the ancient relation of John de Fuca,
the Greek pilot, in 1592*.””  This inlet could be now ouly ten miles
from us ; and another that had been visited by Mr. Mears, aud other
traders on the coast, was not more than twenty leagues distant. We
had been extremely fortunate in the favourable winds that had attended
us along this coast, and their absence at this jun&ure made us impa-
tient for their return, Qur anxiety was, however, of no long duration,
as by three o’clock on Sunday morming we were indulged with a plea-
sant breeze; with which at day-light we weighed and stood along the
snore to the north-west, Whilst at anchor, we found aconstant cur-
rent; without intermission, setting in the line of the coast to the noith-
ward, at zn uniform rate of near haif a leapue per hour.  Since we
Liad passed Czpe Orford, we had been regulaily thus affected, and car.

# Vide Me. Dalrymple s Plan for promoting the Fur Trade, &e. p. 21, 176,
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ried farther to the noith, by ten or twelve mules per day, than we ex-
Ppected,

At four o’clock, a sail was discovered to the westward standin g m
shore. This wasa very great novelty, not having seen any vesscl but
ow consort during the last eight months.  She soon hoisted American
colours, and fired a gun toleeward. At <ix we spoke her.  She proved
to be the ship Columbia, commanded by Mr. Robert Gaay, belonging
to Boston, whence she had been absent tineteen months. Having Iit
tle doubt of his being the same peison who had formerly commanded
the sloop Washington, I desued he would biing to, and sent Mr. Pa-
get and Mr. Menzies on board to acquue such information as might
be serviceable 1n our futwie operations.

The most remaikable mountain we had seen on the coast of New
Albion, now presented atself  Its summit, covcred with cteinalsnow,
was divided into a very elegant double fork, and rose conspicuously
from a base of lofty mountains, clothed n the same marncr, whichdes-
cended giadually to hills of 4 modeiate height, and tetminted like
tiat we had seen the preceding day, n low chifs falling perpendicularly
on a sandy beach, off wh ch weie scatteret many 10cks and rocky
1lets of various forms and szes This was geneally considered,
though 1t was not confiimed by its latitude, to be the Mourt Osym-
pis of Mr Mears, 1t being the only conspicuous mountam we had ub-
setved on the part of the cozst he had wisited.  Mount Olympus 15
placed tn latitude 47° 10 ; whereas our latitudz now was 47° 38 and
25 this mountain bore noith §55° east, 1t must consequently be to the
north of us, although we were unable to determine its precise situationy
by the thick hazy weather which shortly succeeded.

On the return of the boat, we found ow conjectures had not be=n 11
grounded, that this was the same gentleman who had commanded the
sloop Wash.ngton at the ture, we ase informed, she had made a very
singular voyage behind Nootka. It was not a hittle rumaikable, that
on our approach to the entiance of this inland sea, we che dld fall 1n
with the 1dentical peison who, 1t had been stated, had saled through
it His rdation, however, differcd very materially fiom that pubhished
in England. Itis not possible to concerve any one to he mne astonished
than was Mr Gray, on lus being made acquainted, that his authouty
had been quoted, and the tiack pointed out that he had been <aid to
have made 1n the sloop Washington.  In contradiction to which, he
assmed the officers, that he had penetrated only hfty miles inwe the
stiaits 1n question, 1n an east north east duection , that he found tne
passage five leagues wide; and that he und rstood, fiom e pativee,
that the opening exterded a consideratle distance to the anithiiard,
that this was all the information he had acquired respect ng thue tland
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sea, and that he returned into the ocean by the same way he had en-
tered. ‘The inlet he supposed to be the same that De Fuca had dise
covered, which opinion seemed to be universally received by all the
modern visitors. He likewise informed them of his having been off the
mouth of a river in the latitude of 46° 10"y where the outset, or reflux,
W as 5o strong as to prevent his entering for nine days. This was pro-
bably, the opening passed by us on the forenoon of the 27th; and
was, apparently, inaccessible, not from the current, but from the
breakers that extended across it. He had also entered another inlet
to the northward, in latitude 54°; in which he had sailed to the la-
titude of 56° without discovering its termination, 'The south point
of entrance into De Fuca’s Straits he stated to be in 48° 24', and
conceived our distance from it to be about eight leagues,  The last
winter he had spent at Port Cosx, or, as the natives call it, Clayoquot,
from whence he had sailed but a few days. During the winter he had
built a small vessel, in which he had dispatched a mate and ten men to
barter for furs on Queen Chalette’s Islands, and was himself now
commencing his summer’s tiade along the coast to the Southward.
Whilst he remained at Clayoquot, Wicananish, the chief of that dis.
trict, had concerted a plan to capture tis ship, by bnbing a native
of Owhyhee, whom Mr. Gray had with him, to wet the priming of
all the fire-arms on board, which were constantly kept loaded; upon
which the chief would easily liave overpowered the ships crew, by a
number of daring Indians who were assembled for that purpose. Thig
project was happly discovered, and the Americans being on their
guard, the fatal (fficts of the enterprize were prevented.
T~

"The evening of the 2¢th brought us to an anchor in very thick rainy
weather, about eight miles within the entrance on the southern shoie
of the supposed Straits of De Fuca. The following morning, a
grentle breese sprang up from the noith west, attended with clear
aud pleasant weather, which presented to ow view this renowned in-
let.  TIts southern shores were seen to extend, by compass, from north
93 west to cast; the former being the small island we had passed the
precedmg afterncon, which liing about half a mile frem the main
land, was about four nules distant from us; its noithern shore ex-
teads fiom noith 68 west to noith 53 cast; the nearest point of it,
distant ahout thice luagues, bore noith 15 west.  We weighed an-
chor with a fave nable wind, and steered to the east along the south-
vin shore, at the distance of about two miles, having an unintenupted
lo.izon between east and north 73 east.  The shores on each side the
stiaits are of a modeate height, aud the delightful sercnity of the
weather permittcd our seding this inlet to great advantage,  The shores
on the sot th side are composed of low sandy cliffy, failing perpendicu-
lariy on beaches of faud oi sloues.  Fiom the top of these cliffy emi-
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neuces, the land appeared to take a further gentle moderate ascent,
and was entirely covered with trees chiefly of the pine tribe, until the
forest reached a range of high craggy mountains, which seemed to
rise from the wood land country in a very abrupt manner, with a few
scattered trees on their steril sides, and their summits covered with
snow. The northern shore did not appear quite so high: it rose more
gradually from the sea-side to the tops of the mountains, which had
the appearance of a compact range, infinitely more uniform, and much
less covered with snow than those on the southern side.

Our latitude, at noon, was 48° 193 longitude 236° 19'; and the
variation of the compass 18° eastwardly.  In this situation, the nor-
thern shore extended by compass from north 82 west to north 41
cast 5 between the latter, and the eastern extremity of the southern
shore, bearing north 88 east, we had still an unbounded horizon;
whilst the island before-mentioned, continuing to form the western
extremity of the southern shore, bore south 84 west. By these ob-
servations, which I have great reason to believe were correcty taken,
the north promontory of Classet is situated in latitude 48° 232, lon-
gitude 235° 38. The smoothness of the sea, and clearness of the
sky, enabled us to take several sets of lunar distances, which gave the
longitude to the eastward of the chronometer, and served to confirm
our former observations, that it was gaining very materially on the
rate as settled at Otaheite. As the day advanced, the wind, which
as well as the weather was delightfully pleasant, accelerated our pro.
gress along the shore. This seemed to indicate a speedy terminatior
to the inlet, as high land now began to appear just rising from that
horison which, a few hours before, we considered to be unlimited.
Every new appearance, as we proceeded, furnished new conjec-
tures ; the whole was not visibly connected ; it might form a cluster
of islands separated by large arms of the sea, or be united by land
not sufficiently high to be yet discernible.  About five in the afternoon,
a long, low, sandy point of land was observed projecting from the
cliffy shores into the sea, behind which was seen the appearance of
a well-sheltered bay, and a little to the south-east of it, an opening
in the land, promising a safe and extensive port. About this time a
very high conspicuous craggy mountain, beaiing by compass north 5o
east, presented itself, towering above the clouds: as low down asthey
allowed 1t to be visible it was covered with snow, and south of it,
was a long ridge of very rugged snowy mountains, much less ele-
vated, which seemed to stretch to a considerable distance.

As my intention was to anchor for the night under the low point,
the necessary signals were made to the Chatham, and at seven we
hauled round it al the distance of about a mile, This was, however,
too near, as we soon found ourselves in three fathoms water ; but, on
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steering about half a mile to the north, the depth encreased to ten fz-
thoms, and we rosnded the shallow spit, which, though not very com
spicuous, is shewn by the tide causing a considerable rippling over it.
Having torncd up a little way into the bay, we anchoved on 2 bottom
of soft sand and mud in fourteen fathoms water. The low sandy point
of land, which from its great resemblance to Duangeness in the British
Crannel I called New Dungeness, bore by compass north 43 west,
about three miles distant, from whence the low projefiing land extends
wntil it reaches a binff il of 2 moderate height, bearing from us
south 6 west about a league distant.  From this station the sheres
bore the same appearance a0 those we had passed in the morning, com-
posing onc entire forest.  The snowy mountains of the jnland country
were, however, neither so high nor so sugged, and were further re-
moved from the sea shove. The neasest parts bore by compass from
us south abont half aleague off; the apparent port ssuth 5o cast
about two leagues, and the south polat of an inlet, seemingly very ca-
pacioes, south 85 east; with Lind appearing like an island, mode-
rately elevated, lying before its entrance, from south 85 east to north
87 east, and the south easr extremity of that which now appeared to
be the southern shore, neith 71 east.  From this direction round by
the noith ard north west, the high distant land formed, as already
ohserved, Like detached islands, amongst which the lafty mouatain,
discovered in the afterncon by the thivd lieutenant, and in compli-
ment to thn called by me Mount Baker, rose a vety conspicuous ob=
5ect, beariug by compass north 43 east apparently at a very remote dis-
tance. A small [ndian village was near us on the south.side of the
bay, but we had not yet been wisited by any of the inhabitants, We
had now advanced further up this inlet than My, Gray, or (to our
knowledge) any other person from the civilized world; athough
it should hereafier be proved to be the same which is said to have been
entervd by D¢ Fuca, ia support of which, oral testimony is the only
aetherity piodneed, a tradition rendered siill move doubtful by its en-
fiance differing at least 40 in lagitade.

Coustdering ovrselves now on the point of commencing o exami-
mtion of an entirely new region, I vannot take leave of the coast
«Iready knony, without intruding a short remark on that part of the
roaticeut, comprehending @ space of nearly two hundred and fiftcen
leagues, on whin ovr enquiries had been latdy employed under the
most frrtasac and favonrable circumstanees of wind and weather.  So
ninutely bad this extensive coast been inspecied, that the swef had
heen co staitly eren to break on its shores from the mast head 3 and it
was buat n a fow small intervals only, where aur distance precluded its
biing visTie oo the deck. Whenever the weather prevented our
makiey bres with tlic shoe, or on om laaling off for the night, thy e-
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turn of fine weather and day light uniformly brought us, if ot to
the identical spot we had departed from, at least within a few miles
of it, and never beyond the northern lmits of the cosst which we
had previously seen. An examination so direfted, and circumstances
happily concurring to permit its being so executed, afforded the most
complete opportunity of determining its various turnings and windings,
as also the position of all its conspicuous points, ascertained by meri-
dlo?al altitudes for the latitude, and observations for the chronometer,
wh.wh.we had the good fortune to make constantly once, and in gene-
xal twice every day, the preceding one only excepted.

It must be considesed 25 a very singular cireumstance, that in so
great an extent of sea-coast, we should not until now have seen the ap-
pearance of any opening ir its shores, which presented any certain pro-
epe of affording shelter ; the whole coast forming one compatt, so-
1id and nearly strait barrier against the sea,

The river Mr. Gray mentioned should, from the latitude he as-
signed to it, have existence in the bay south of Cape Disappointment,
T'his we pdssed on the forencoun of the 27th; and, as I then ohservad,
if any infet or river should be found, it must be a very intricate one,
and inaccessibie to vessels of curburthen, owing to thereefs and broken
wwater which then appeared in its neighbourhood. Mr. Gray stated,
that he had been several days attempting to enter ity which at length
he was unable to effe@ in consequence of a very strong ou set.  This
is a phenomenon difficult to account for; as, in most cases where there
are outsets of such strength on a sea coast, thers are coirespording
tides setting in.  Be that however as it may, I was thoroughly cene
vinced, as were also most persons of observation on boad, that we
could not possibly have passed any safe navigable opening, harboury or
place of security for shipping on this corst, from Cape Meadocino to
the Promontory of Classet ; nor had we any reason to alter our opi-
niens, notwithstanding that theoretical geogiaphers have thought pro-
per to assert, in that space, the existencr of arms of the ccean, com-
municating with a Mediterranean sea, and extensive rivers, with safe
and convenient ports, These ideas, not derived from any souree of
substantial information, have, it is much te be feared, been adopted
for the sole purpose of giving urlimited credic to the traditionary ex-
ploits of ancient foreigners, and to undervalue the labarjcus and enter-
prizing exertions of our own countrymen in the noble science of
discovery.

Since the vision of the southern continent (from which the Incas
of Peru are said to have oririnated) Las vanished, the pretended
discoveries of De Fuca, and De Fonte, have been revived, in order
to prove the existence of a north-west passage. These have been
snpported by the recent concurring opinions of modern traders ; one of
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whom is said to conceive, that an opening still further to the north i
that which De Fuca entered. Under this assertion, should aay open-
ing further to the northward be discovered leading to a north-west pas.
sage, the merit of such discovery will necessarily be ascribed to De
Fuca, De Fonte, or some other favourite voyager of these closet phi-
losophers.

Captain Vancouver on leaving the solitary regions he had so
minutely explored, by his own perseverance, assisted by the
unwearied diligence of Mr. Broughton, Mr. Mudge, Mr. Pu-
gst, Mr. Whidbey, Mr. Johnstone, and other offlcers, thus
concludes his survey of the north-west continental shore of

America in 17g2.

Had Mr. Johnstone found a termination to the inlet under his exa-
mination, 1 should have proceeded up the main arm of this sound to
the northward, along the shore of the continent, in quest of a more nor-
therly passage to sea; but as that hud not been effefted, I pursued
that which I had seen from the boats leading to the westward through
Calvert’s Islands ; being now resolved, in consequence of the intelli-
gence I had received from Nootka, to abandon the northern survey of
the continental shore for the present season.  This I had otherwise
intended to have continued at least a month longer ; but asthe distres-
sing event of Mr. Hergest’s death, necessarily demanded my presence in
the execution of his Majesty’s commands at Nootka, I determined to
repair thither immediately, This determination favoured also another
design I much wished to execute ; namely, that of extending the exa-
mination of the coast this autumn southward from Cape Mendocino, to
the southernmost point of our intended investigations in this hemisphere.
Having the greatest season to be satisfied with the result of our sum-
mer’s employment, as it had, by the concurrence of the most fortunate
circumstances, enabled us finally to trace and determine the western
continental shore of North America, with all its various turnings,
windings, numerous arms, inlets, crecks, bays, &c. &c. fiom the la-
titude of 39° 5', longitude 236° 36°, to Point Menzies, in latitude
52° 18, longitude 232° §5”; we took our leave of these northern soe
litary regions, whosc broken appearance presented a prospect of abun-
dant employment for the ensuing season, and dire€ted our route through
the passage above-mentioned, in order to make the best of our way to-
wards Nootka.

The late indefatigable Captain Cook, as Mr. John Van-
couver observes in the Dedication, has already shewn that a
southern continent did not exist; and has ascertained the ime
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portant fa& of the near approximation of the northern shores
of Asia to those of America. To these great discoveries the
exertions of Captain Vancouver have added the complete cer-
tainty, that within the limits of his researches on the con-
tinental shore of North-west America, no internal sea, or
other navigable communication whatever exists, uniting the
Pacific and Atlantic Oceans.
[ To be convinued.]

TO THE EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.
———

MR. EDITOR,

AS in the First Number of your Work, you dwell particularly on the
merits of Mr. Clerk’s Naval T'acics 3 I enclose the criticism of
an Officer, which I have had permission to copy, from his own
memorandums on a blank leaf of the book: the communication
may passibly be acceptable to your readers.

THIS Essay is certainly to be regarded as a very extraordinary
effort of genius in the author; who, being without any pratical
knowledge in the profession, must form all his deduétions from the
powers of his own fertile mind, in the discussion of the subject. I
think many of his remarks on general actions are very just ; but his
1dea of them, being solely taken from the public correspondence of
the different commanders, cannot give opportunity, in the desired
degree, for the improvement of officers anxious to perfed themselves
in naval tattics : first, because of the want of a more minute, or parti-
cular recital of the various incidents, occurring on either side in ge-
neral engagements : and, secondly, on account of the limited extent,
to which the observation of the chief commanders, on such occasions,
is almost unavoidably confined. The Author grounds the system he
would establish, for that he supposes to have been the only one
before in praftice, on a presumption, that the enemy has always
meant (and never intends) to avoid being eugaged in a general action:
but I cannot perceive that he assigns the enemy the movements, which
they would naturally adopt, on such an attack as he describes may be
made on their rcar. Mr. Clerk appears to claim the merit of having
Sfirst suggested that peculiar mode of attack. He nevertheless takes
notice of the admitted insufficiency of the only established code of
signals (the general sailing and fighting instructions instituted by Ad-
miralty authority towards the end of the last century), as having re«
quired material additions to be made to them by the commanders ir

ol 1. HH
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chief at Jater periods. Had Mr. Clerk examined such documents, he
would have fond provision was therein made for the same manner of
attack occasionally, more (if I mistake not) than thirty years ante-
cedent to his first publication in 178z: viz. by a signal in substance
o engage the ships of the enemy as arriving up with them in succession.
On recurring to those documents and explanatory instru€tions, he
would have been better enabled to judge of the ideas, which prevailed
in later times, both preparatory to, and for the government of fleets in
battle.  Why such abovementioned provision was not adverted to in
the instances he details, I do not pretend to account. The author
appears to have been much seduced by the pleasing belief of being the
original proposer of a perfect, or more improved system of naval
tatics ; but being deficient in praélical knowledge, he has been in.
duced, from his earnestness to cause the adoption of it, into many
erroneous conclusions in different parts of his work,

I never, Mr, Editor, before heard of the curve of pursuit, on
which Mr. Clerk largely comments. If it ever was in the contem-
plation of any flag-officer to apply it, as the author insinuates, such
commander must have forgotten, that the chord, or what Mr. Clerk
terms the olfique line of approach, is the shortest distance; as it is
the most advantageous, and easily to be traced in steerage, between
the two extreme points of an arch ; and must also have entirely dis-
regarded, what L conceive to be the ordinary rule of practice, on
the cruising service, when ships to leeward, keeping their wind, are
fo be joined by those chacing from a windward position. A simple
demonstration of this will be found, I think, in P. Hoste,

Before Mr. Clerk had been led to imagine, that the idea of forcing
the ememy’s line was a late suggestion, he should have remembered,
that this mode of attack is recorded in the ear/iest relation of naval
aftions extant ; and has been more recently brought into notice, by
the prattice of it, even from the commencement of the Dutch wars
in the last century. It is not, however, my intention by these re-
fleétions to. discountenance the circulation of Mr. Clerk’s Naval
Tactics  On the contrary, T highly recommend an attentive perusal
of the work (and indeed of all similar publications, whether in
French or English) to every officer, who is anxious to acquire an
habit of adverting readily to apposite expedients, in different situ-
ations ; when the arduous trust of a squadron, or the more important
and serious charge of a fleet, suspends for a time, on a trembling
balance, that reputation, which the service of many years had ace
quired. I remain, Mr, Editor,

Your very humble servant,
X. 7.
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Song of the Battle of the Nile. Published for the Benefit of the Widows
and Children of the brave Men awho fell on that memorable Day, and
bumbly inscribed to the Gentlemen of the Committees By the Rew.
W. L. Bowles, 4. M. of Donhead, Wiltshire, and Redtor of Dum-
Bleton, Gloucestershire. Cadell and Davies, and C. Dilly. 1. 64.

179Q9. 4fo. 1§ pages.

We were particularly gratified in hearing, that Mr. Bowles,
who stands so high among our Modern Poets, had struck the
lyre in praise of the glorious victory off the Nile; having
often listened, with increased delight, to his bold and origi-
nal notes, that issued from

¢ Within the hollow of a shell,
That spoke so sweetly and so well.”

Mr. Bowles not only feels inspired with his subjeé, but
ehjoys, in a very high degree, that magic art of poesy, which
consists in communicating a portion of such inspiration to
his readers. As we are perfeétly unacquainted with this
gentleman, but by his writings, we hope to be allowed to
render him this inconsiderable, though respe@ful homage of
our praise. — There is a burst of soul in his compositions
that demands admiration :

I.
¢ Shout, for the Lord hath triumph’d gloriously ! ** #
Upon the shores of that renowned land
‘Where erst his ¢ mighty arm and outstretch’d hand™
He lifted high,
And dash’d—¢ in pieces dash’d the enemy;”’
Upon that ancient coast
Where ¢ Pharaoh’s chariots and his host”
He cast into the deep,
Whilst o’er their silent pomp he bid the swoln sea sweep 3
Upon that Eastern shore
That saw his awful arm reveal’d of yore,
Acamx sate He arisex, and oppos’d
His rozs’ defying vaunt—QO’er them the deep hath clos’d!
* Exopus, chap. xv. ver. 1—1 will sing unto the Lord for be bath triumphed
vloriously ; the borse and his rider hath he thrown into the sea.—Vetse 4. Pha-
raoh’s chariots and his host hath he cast into the sea,—Verse 6. Thy right hand,

O Lord, hath dashed in pieces the enemy.~~Verse 10. Thou didst blow with thy
wind : the sea covered them : they sauk as lead in the mighty waters.
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IL.

Shades of mighty ¢hiefs of yore,

‘Who triumph’d on the self-same shore;
Ammon ¥, who first o’er Ocean’s empire wide
Didst bid the bold bark stem the roaring tide 3

Sesac +, who from the east to farthest west
Didst rear thy pillars over realms subdu’d ;

And thouf, whose bones do rest

In the huge pyramid’s dim solitude,

Beneath the uncouth stone,
Thy name and deeds unknown ;

And Philip’s glorious son §

With conquest flush’d, for fields and cities won ¢

Ard thou, Imperial Cezsar, whose sole sway
The long-disputed world at last confess'd,

When on these shores thy bleeding | rival lay 3
O could ye, starting from your long cold rest,

Burst Death’s oblivious trance,
And once again with plumed pride advance,
How would ye own your fame surpass’d,
And on the sand your trophies cast,
When, the storm of conflict o’er,
And ceas’d the burning battle’s roar,
Beneath the morning’s orient light,
Ye saw, with sails all swelling white,
Britain’s proud fleet, to many a joyful ery,
Ride o’er the rolling surge in awful sovereignty I""—

* e was the first that built leng and tall ships with sails.—¢ Till then they
used small and round vessels of burden on the Red Sea, and kept within sight
of shore.”” I follow the chronology of Sir Isaac Newton.

4 One thousand and ten years before Christ, Sesac, in the reign of his father
Ammon, invades Arabia, and sets up pillars at the mouth of the Red Sea.
1008, Invades Afric and Spain, and sets up pillars in all his conquests, and par-
ticularly at the mouth of the Mediterranean. g71, lnvades India, and sets up
pillats at the mouth of the Ganges,

} The memory, says Pliny, of those who built the Pyramids, as a just punish-
ment for their vanity, is buried in oblivion. It is well known, that in the low-
est chambers of the largest pyramid is a sepulchre cut out of entire stone.

§ I speak of Alexander only 2s a conqueror: but [ feel the truth of the
learned Dr. Vincent's masterly developement of his enlarged views and superior
character.

|| I nced not, possibly to any reader, mention the murder of Pompey, on the
shores of Eg}(pt, by which event the greatest part of the known world was pos-
scssed by julivs Caesar. I cannot help adding from Lucan,

Cum Ptolemzorum manes, seriemque pudendam,

Pyramides claudant, indignaque mausolea :

1 ittora Pompeium feriunt, truncusque.vadosis

Huc illue jabtatur agnis. Puar. Lib. viii.

I
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VI.
—*¢ Calm breath’d the airs along the evening bay
Where, all in warlike pride,
The Gallic squadron stretch’d its long array ;
And o’er the tranquil tide
With beauteous bend the streamers wav’d on high :
But, ah! how chang’d the scene e’er night descends!
Hark to the shout that heaven’s high concave rends?
Hark to the dying cry
Of thousands |—to the cannon’s hollow roar,
Heard far along the Nile’s affrighted shore ;
Where from his oozy bed
The cow’ring crocodile * hath rais’d his head {
‘What bursting flame T
Lightens the long tract of the gleamy brine ?
From yon proud ship it came—
That tow’r’d the leader of the hostile line!
Now loud explosion rends the midnight air !
Heard ye the last deep groaning of despair ?—
Heaven’s fiery cope unwonted thunders fill,

Then, with one dreadful pause, earth, air, and seas, are stil{!”
T el el P

Zhe Battle of the Nile, by William Sotheby, Esg. Hatchard, Ri-
vingtons, Cadell and Davies, Faulder, 1799. 25 64. 27 Pages.

T0 EARL SPENCER,
FIRST LORD COMMISSIONER OF THE ADMIRALTY, &=

SPENCER! were mine the pow’r, by lofty lays,
Guerdon of high desert, to lift thy name
On the proud column of recording fame,

1, to bold notes that swell the song of praise,

Had tun’d the lyre—th’ immortal meed be thine,
That Freedom wreaths the patriot’s brow around!-=
For, at thy country’s call, thou, foremost found,

Didst Jeave the groves where science wont ta twine

Thy chaplet, richly grac’d with classic flowers—

Yet, Britain claims thy care :—yet firmly guide
Her fleets to conquest Eorne on cvery tide—

So shall fair Peace, with Glory in her train,

‘Woo thee to Althorp's tranquil haunts again,

And Victory's naval crown adorn the Muses’ bow'rs;

Mr. Sotheby thus describes the French Fleet at anchor in
Aboukir Bay :
*Twas langhter loud, in tranquil leisure moor’d,
Ship link’d to ship th’ entrusted coast secur’d ;
"Tier above tier the brazen thunders spread,
Gleam’d like a bastion on its rocky bed :

* 1 know that crocodiles are seldom seen below the falls, but I hope the idea

may be excused ¥ poetice.” . o
+ From this stanza Mr, Pocock formed two large designs, in oil, of the Action

off the Nile, which appeared in the Exhibition for this year.
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Troops, charg’d with spoil, in throng’d battalions seen,

Shone bright in arms, and swarm’d the decks between 5

Flat shoals behind the daring fee defy’d,

And guarded flanks immur’d on either side;

Here, rang’d o’er Ocean, floating batteries hung 3

And there, the isle an iron fortress rung.

High on his deck, that, like a2 mountain brow,

Low’r'd o’er th’ unheeded wave that broke below,

Stood the brave chief ; and, in triumphant state,

Gaz'd on his fleet, and mock’d malignant fate.

The Action is described with considerable foree; and by

some of the best lines in the whole Poem :

In vain dark night her veil o’er ocean threwy

And hid the wreck from Vietory’s eagle view 5

The Angel of Destruction from on high

Rush’d with red wing that blaz’d along the sky,

Stalk’d on the wave with garment dy’d in blood,

And lash’d the billows of the sounding flood !

Death heard his voice ; and, as he tower’d in air,

Shook arrowy lightnings from his meteor hair.

A wild confusion of uncertain sound,

Loud shouts, and shricks of horsor, rung around ;—

The groan of anguish, and the brazen roar,

And the slow wave that heav’d the dead on shore j—

And all confus’d came floating on the sight,

Through transitory flames of lund light

Save where aleft, mid either navy rais'd,

Tower'd a vast wreck, that far o’er ocean blaz'd;

Like Etna pouring from the sea-girt height

A fiery torrent through the storm of night.

"There frenzy’s thrilling outery smote the car:

And visions flash’d, that struck the brave with fear.

Thro’ the torn decks, rent sides, and shiver’d sails,

As rush’d th’ expanding flame before the gafes,

Pale swarms were seen, that dash’d in wild dismay

Thro” bursting fives that clos’d around therr way :

Some on the masts and blazing cordage hung,

Or headlong plung’d the crowded waves among 3

And on the pile of dying and of dead,

Gash’d with wide wounds the unyielding chicftain bled 1

Now seen, and now no move b—Mid globes of fire

That barst arcund, and blaz’d above the pire,

Drath wav'd his torch, and fir'd th’ imprison'd blast,

High in mid air the shiver'd fabric cast,

And rode upon the storm, and shouted as it past,

[l R









DESCRIPTION OF PLATE VI.

e e i

THI S View of Southampton was taken by Mr, Pocock from

the banks of Southampton Water, near a ship-yard at
Hythe; and comprizes the prospect of this romantic town
and adjacent country, from the entrance of the river Itchin
to Freshbrook, In the foreground is introduced a corret
portrait of a Southampton Boat.

ACCOUNT OF SOUTHAMPTON.

SouruamMrTON, the Clausentum * of the Romans, mentioned by
Antonine as a town of the Belg, was in the early periods of our his-
tory called Hantug, from its being on a bay, then named Trisanton,
or the Bay of Anton, now Southampton Water. It is delightfully
situated on a romantic point of land between the mouth of the river
Ttchin or Arle, which is broad and deep at the head of the bay,
where it disembogues itself, and the Test or Anton, which runs inte
the same bay at Redbridge: both are navigable for some distance
up the country, and are particularly useful for the carriage of timber.
Ships of considerable burden come up as far as the long wooden
bridge and causeway across the Tlest, where they take in timber, from
the New Forest, and other commodities.

The trenches of an ancient castle, half a mile in compass, were
formerly, and we believe still continue to be scen in St, Mary’s Field.
This probably was one of the stromg holds, which, according te
Gildas, the Romans built on the southern coast of Britain, to prevent
the depredations of the Saxons. On the scite of the ancient town of
Clausentum, many remains of antiquity, consisting of medals and
inscriptions, have been dug up within this twelvemonth, on searching
for materials to build a bridge over the Ttchin. A coin of Gordianus
Africanus is reported to have been found, among many others less
commeon ; and an inscription begioning with 1mr. c&s.  Stukely, ia
his Itin. Curios. speaks of this place as costaining many venerable
Temains,

Soon after the accession of Alfred the Great to the English throne,
in 872, this wise monarch encouraged the art of ship-building ; and is
imagined to have chosen Southampton for this purpose, on acconnt
of its valuable timber, and the particular convenience of its situation,
0 greatly adapted to forward his design.

In ¢80 this pluce was taken by the Danes, after having been long
harassed by, them ; and appears afterwards to have been made a place
of royal residence, or one that was particularly favoured by their
kings. It was heve that Canute ordered his chair of state to be
placed on the sea shore, when the tide was coming in; and, as the
waters approached, commanded them to retire, and to obey the voice

* Which has been exploined to signify a haven made by casting up banks of
earth.
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of him who was lord of the ocean. ¢ He feigned,” says Hume
to sit some time in expectation of their submission ; but when the sea
still advanced towards him, and began to wash him with its billows,
he turned to his courtiers (to rebuke whose flattery he had been
induced to act thus), and remarked to them that every creature in the
universe was feeble and impotent, and that power resided with one
Being alone, in whose hand were all the elements of nature ; who
could say to the ocean, thus far shalt thou go, and no farther ; and who
could level with his nod the most towering piles of human pride and
ambition,”  After this he would never suffer the crown to be placed
on his head, but crowned Christ’s statue at Winchester with it.

In the reign of William the Congqueror, we are informed by Dooms-
day Book, that in the town of South Anton, the king had eighty men,
or tenants, in demesne; and the whole country is expressly called
Hancscyre or Hentscyres  In the reign of King Edward the First,
Southampton was plundered and burnt to the ground by the French;
but was soon afterwards rebuilt by the munificence of that monarch,
on its present more advantageous situation. To the works of King
Edward, Richard the Second added a strong castle of square stone,
upon an high mount, for the defence of the shipping.

Southampton was certainly a flourishing port in the reign of Henry
the Sixth, for we find no less a man than Sir Thomas Croke, Lord
Mayor of London, and Keeper of Queen Margaret’s Wardrobe, was
Customer of this port. By the privileges also formerly granted to
this place, all the Canary Wine, brought to England, was obliged to
be first landed here : but the London merchants, suffering great in-
convenience from the delay which this occasioned, purchased the pri-
vilege of the corporation of Southampton.

Camden says, that in his time this town was famous for the number
and neatness of its+buildings ; for the riches of its inhabitants, and the
great resort of merchants who frequented it. It still possesses a trade
in French and Port wines, having a constant trafic with Guernsey
and Jersey; and also for Newfoundland fish, which they send to the
Mediterranean, and to Lisbon. About the year 1754, the trade of
Southampton was so much impaired, that the Magistrates, for its en-
couragement and revival, gave up, for the space of twenty-one years,
all their petty customs, on goods imported and exported, to or from
Africa and America. The sea, which surrounds one half of the town
of Southampton, is so deep, that ships of 500 tons and upwards have
been built there. The Pomona, 28 guns, 564 tons, was built at
Southampton in 1778,

The officers, who take charge of his Majesty’s customs, are, a
Collector, Customer inward, and another outward, a Comptroller,
Searcher, and other inferior officers. Southampton is an head port, and

* Hume, vol. i. 8vo, p, 153.
1 Vid. Antiquarian Repository, for an account of Bar Gate, Southampton.
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was returned, as such, by commission into the Exchequer, in Mi-
chaelmas term, 3z Car. 1L with two keys : the one called the South
Key, or Water Gate, which contains one pair of stone stairs on the
south end, and two other pair on the east side, and measures about
223 feet in length, from the water-gate and town-hall, to the head of
the said key ; and in breadth by the said gate and wall, about 190
feet, and about 63 feet at the head of the said key. The othercalled
the West Key measures about 225 feet in length from the west gate
to the head of the said key ; and in breadth, next the said gate and
wall, about §8 feet ; but at the head of the said key not above 37 feet.

Southampton is a corporation and county within itself, By its last
charter, granted by King Charles 1. the corporation consists of a
mayor, a recorder, a sheriff, and two bailiffs.  All those who have
served any of these offices, constitute the common council. The cor-
poration have a power of choosing burgesses, who, though not members
of the common council, are yet of the corporation, and have votes.
There are eleven justices of peace ;—the mayor for the time being,
the Bishop of Winchester, the recorder, the last mayor, five aldermen,
and two burgesses. ‘The mayor for the time being, is admiral of the
I'berties from Southsea Castle to Hurst Castle. The privilege of being
a county within itself, granted by Henry VIII. exempts Southampton
from the jurisdiction of the lord lieutenant of the county. This town
also claims the prerogative of a court of judicature for all criminal
cases : an assize of oyer and terminer is generally held here once in
three years, and the judges take it in their circuit fram Winchester to
Sarum.

Southampton returns two members to parliament : the present
members are James Amyatt and George Henry Rose, Esqrs. The
mayor and bailiffs are the returning officerss The right of voting is
vested 1in the burgesses and inhabitants,

This town gave title of earl to Osric, the brave Saxon general, so
carly as the year 860. The Chancellor Wriothesely (1547), in the
reign of Edward the Sixth, was created Earl of Southampton.
CHarles the Second raised it to a dukedom, and created Charles
Fitzroy, his natural son by the Duchess of Cleveland, Duke of
Southampton.

A free-school was founded at this place by Edward the Sixth ; and,
in 1760, another was opened, in pursuance of the will of Richard
‘Taunton, Esq. late alderman of Southampton, to educate twenty boys
for the navy. There was an hospital here for lepers before the year
1179, which was valued at the dissolution at 16l 6s. 2d. a-year. In
the reign of Henry the Third, two brothers who were merchants, one
named Gervasius, and theother Protasius, lived in the south-east corner
of the town, and converted their dwelling-house into an hospital for

dol, L. L}
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poor people, endowing it with some lands, to which several bene-
factions were aftcrwards added, Its chapel is dedicated to St. Julien,
on which account it is often called the hospital of St. Julien ; but is
generally termed God’s house. 'The patronage and mastership were
given by King Edward the Third, at the request of his Queen Phi-
lippa, to the provost and fellows of Queen’s College, Oxford, and in
their possession it continues. In the south-east part of the town, near
the walls, was an house or college of grey friars, who settled here in
the year 1210, Here is also St. John’s Hospital, which has a master
and six boys, who are instructed in the woollen manufacture.

Southampton is surrounded by a strong wall, built with large stones,
full of those small white shells, like honeycombs, that grow on the
back of oysters. To defend that part of the town, which is encom-
passed by the sea, from the force of the waves, a strong bank is built
of whatis called sea ore ; a weed composed of long, slender, and strong
filaments, somewhat resembling undressed hemp ; it is very tough and
duorable, for which reason it is thought to be preferable to a wall of
stone,

Mr, Gilpin,in his late publication, consisting of observations on the
western parts of England, thus speaks of this town :~=<¢ A Jittle
below Redbridge, at a place called Milbroke, a beautiful view opens of
Southampton. Before us lay Southampton Bay, spreading into a
noble surface of water. The town runs out like a peninsula on the
left, and, with its old walls and towers, makes a picturesque appear-
ance.  On the right, forming the other side of the bay, appear the
skirts of New Forest, and the opening in front is filled with a distant
view of the Isle of Wight. Southampton is an elegant well-buily
town. It stands on the confluence of two large waters ; and, when the
tide is full, is seated on a peninsula. It isa town of great antiquity,
and still preserves its respectable appendages of ancient walls ang
gates, The country around is beautiful.”

We shall conclude our account of Southampton, with Mr. Bowles’s
beautiful address * to one of its rivers :

Ttchin, when I behold thy banks again,

Thy crumbling margin, and thy silver breast,

On which the self-same tints still seem to rest,
Why feels my heart the shiv'ring sense of pain ¢
Is it——that many a summer’s day has past

Since, in life’s morn, 1 carol'd on thy side ?

Is it—that oft, since then, my heart has sigh'd,
As youth and hope’s delusive gleams flew fast ?
Is it—that those, who circled on thy shore,
Coml:anions of my youth, now meet no more #

Whate'er the cause, upon thy banks I bend
Sorrowing, yet feel such solace at my heart,

As at the meeting of some long lost friend,
From whom, in happier hours we WEpt to part

* Sunnet the ninth,



MONTHLY REGISTER OF NAVAL EVENTS.

NAVAL PROMOTIONS.

THIS Day, in prursuance of the King's Pleasure,
Majesty's Fleet were p

Qumiralty-Defice, February 14, 1790

the following FlogeQfficers of

romoted.

ADMIRALS OF THE BLUE, TO BE ADMIRALS OF THE WHITE.

Sir Cialoner Ogle, Xnt.
Faght Honourable Samuel Viscount Hood

John E Esy.
Right n“‘afé.’?m willizm Lord Hotham,
Joscph Peytony Esy,

John Carter Allen, Esq.

Sir Charles Muddletwn, Bart,

Sir Buchard King, Bart.

Phiip Affleck, Esg.

Rught Hon. Jonn Earl of §t. Vincent,
Right Hopturable Adam Viscount Dun

VICE-ADMIRALS OF THE RED, TO BE ADMIRALS OF THE BLUE.

Rlenard Brithwaiee, Esqs
Fulips Coshyy Esy.
Samuel Cormiahy Esqg,

ohn Brishane, Esq.

haries Wolszley, Esq.
samuel Granstea Goodally, Esq.
His Royal H ghness Wiliam Henry Duke

of Clarence, J

Sir R chard Oralow, Bart,
Bobert Kingsmall, Esq.

Sir George Bowyery Bare.

Sir Hyde Parkery Ignr.
Benjzmun Caldwell, Esg.
Houcrable Wiliam Corawallis.

VICE-ABMIRALS OF THE WHITE, T0 BE ADMIRALS OF THE BLUE

Willkam Allen, Esg.
John Macbride, Esq.
Georke Vasdeputy Esq.
Thares Buckoery Esy.

Jahn Gelly Eig.
wil iwm Dickzon, Esqg,
Sir Aap Gardner, Bart.

YICE-ADPMIRALS OF THE ELFE, TO BE VICE-ADMIRALS OF THE RE

Robert Linzee, Esq.

Bir James Wailiz, Kat.
William Pegre Williams, Esgs
Sir Thomas Pasle,, Bart,
John Symon-, Esq.

S r Thomss Hich, Bart.

Sir Charles Thompson, Bart
Jemes Commung, Esge

§ir John Colpoys, K. B

sk gton Lutwidge, Esq.

Arcluhald Dnekson, E3q.

George Montaguy Esg.

Thomas Dumaresy, Esq.

Ripht Hon, Gearge Lord Kelth, K. B.
JTames Pigott, ESg.

Honuiable Willan Waldegrave.

REAR-ADMIRALS OF THE RED, TO BT VICE-ADMIZALS OF THE WHITEs

‘Thomas Mackenvie, Eig.

Thomas Fringley Esq.

Eir Roger Curns, Bart.

Henry Harvey, Esq,

®ohert Man, Esq.

S Wiiliam Parber, Rart.

Charles Holmes Evenn Camady, Esg,

Jehn EBourmaster, Esg.

Sir Georpe Youngy Knt.
John Henryy Esq-

Richard Rodney Blighy Esq.
Alexansdcr Ci®mey Esg.
George Keppel, Esg,
Samuel Reevey, Esg.

REAR-ADMIRALS OF THE WHITE, TO BE VICE-ADMIRALS OF THE BLUY

RBabert Biges, Esq.
Francis Parry, Eeg.
Twanc Prescotr, Esq.
John Bazely, Esq.
©hrutopher Mason, Esg.
Thomas Spry, Lsg.

Sir Juhn Orde, Bart.

William Young, Esg.
Jaumes Gambwer, Esd,
Andrew Mitchelly Eng.
Charles Chamberlayne, Esq.
Peter Rainur, E
Right Hen, Lovd Hugh Seymour,

5.

REAR-ADMIRALS OF THE BLUE, TO BE REAR-ADPMIRALS OF THE RED.

John Sranhope, Esg,
Caristopher Parker, Esq.
Fralip Pa ton, Esy.
Charigs Morw.e Palzy Esge
chn Brown, Esy.
uhn Lewgh Dovgias, E8g.
W plhat Swiunely Esye

Charles Edmund Nugent, Esq.

Charies Powell Hamilton, Esq.

Edmuond Dod, Esg.

Right Hon. Horabb Lord Melson, K. B,
Thamas Lenox Fredericky Esge

sir Goorge Home, Bart.,

#r Chacies Cutsony Barg,
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The undeymentioned Ca‘bfaim were ;:d'_mg}lﬁofntcd Fhroﬁ“r: gfbl’a Mdjﬂfj,s F:‘ﬂ',ﬁ:&.

To BE REAR-ADMIRALS OF THE RED.

@aptun Metthew Squncy
dam Home,

l Captain John Thomass

T BE REAR-ADMIRALS OF THE WHITE.

Jemes Brine,

John Pakenham,

Sir Erasinus Gower, Knt.

Jonn Holloway,

John Blankett.

George Wilson

51 Charles Henry Knowles, Bar.
Hunotably Thamas Fakenhim,

Robert Deansy

Curhbers Colhngwood

Jsmes Hawkins Whitshedy

Arthur Kempey

Smith Child,

Ri_ht Hon Lord Charles Fitzgrrald,
Thamas T bory

Joha Thomas Duckwarth,

TO BE REAR-ADMIRALS OF THE BELUE.

John Knowles,

Jotu Wallett Fagpne,

Sir Roherr Calder, Bare,
James Richerd Dacrey

Ho oiable  eorge Beregloy,
T wms Wesl,

James Donglasy

Heary Savigey
“Bartholomew Samuel Row leysy
Sir Recharl Mitketoon, Bart,
George Baweil,
Robert Mootayuy

ohn Frrpusson,

dwrard Edwards,

Feret Apli, ur John Boriase Warreny Barl, and K. B
AFFOINTMENTS,
e ™
Captan ML Ule? is aprelnted to the Craron frigate T Cap ain Countess to the Robust

Srlr A Fariasre (ppoanted to rhe Venerable
Bayneor to the Quebes man of war
B iesford to L'Umte frigate

4o, Hart to the Vonmauth

H Lurreon toihe I dutangable
Manly to the heptung

Joncs to the A-as

Tn rohorcush i the Foom dable
Fdw 14y tu the 5t, Gemge

Bir fames Saumare o the Casar
Murlz; tothe Achlles

b oroe o the Apmx

D= Couteey o the Camda

Sa K. Strithanto the Caplun

Tre Woval Proms tion that has just taken place is nn)
fesr sonourable to the wndividuals whom it comprises,
thin to the State, which thus distinguishes therr el
Fae adeition w the nunbor of the Adimerals, which ine
clude Sir ] B Warren, ti e $2d on the list of Captaine,
navtes the fllowing Oficers  Sir A Schomberg com-
n ands the Dorsc. jacity o the Dub in station. David
froa g5y Wilham Lockhart, Wilham Kaell 3 F, J

Raruwell, Commussio er ar Sheerness , W Fox 3
b Bake, late Reguliting Officer at Margate 5 J.

Shyvers to t ¢ Defiance

sir § B Tiompsod to the Belona
S1r Edward Pellew to the Impetucux
Faulkenor to the Termnble

Fuawer to the Diadem

Taylor to the Magnanifme
Griffiths to the Diamuond

Young to the Ethalion

Wilkin on 1o the Unicorn

Pater tu the Shannon

Peard to the Succcss

Inmaa @ the Andromeda
Gioge Astle 1o Lo Vigig

Bradby; ] M. Inglefield, Commis soner at Gibraltnr §
Hon. J. Rodney. Comms=tuner of Viftuillng 4 C.
Hotchkys - 8ir C. Fortescug, ARLnt ot Transfor o
and Gentleman Usher of the Black Rod e Dubwm j
J. Vallae y A Edgan , ] Macpamma [1st), and
] Howaith, late Regulating Gfficer in Londo

Capt Taosack, of the Jupiers beihg the senior Maval
Officer at the Cape of Grod Hope, has the temporat ¥
command of the Squadron on that Staton, 1n cunses
quence of the death of Rear- Admaral Chnistwan.

PRESENTATIONS TO HIS MAJESTY AT THE LEVEE, ON THEIR PROMOTIONS, FEB. a0, 1750
-

His Boya! Highness the Dule of Clarcnce
Audiural Lord Hotham

Lord Hugh Seymour

Caldwell

Carnbacs

W alderrave

Mun

Guodall

Muue t

hir § Orde

&r T Pailey

air Alan wdriger

Adimural Sir H. Calder

et
“Taylor
Rowig

¥
sir G. Faifiax, of the Venerable
Sir James sawmart?, of the Czsary and Capt. Thorg-

borough, of the Formadable, on thewr promotions as
Colonel uf Marines.
Captan Hutham was presented on retupning from 3
krinse, by his fathery, Admiral Hotham.
The Countes L Vunent atrended the Drawing Roum
at§t. James's £o7 the hrab Lune thus Season.
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ADMIRALTY-OFFICE, JAN. IZ.
Copy of a Letter - from Gapt. Edward Buller, commandiag the Sea Fenibles along the
Coast of Deven.  Dated Devtmouth, 10th Fan,
SIR,

BEG leave to acquaint you, for the information of the Lords Commissioners of
| the Admiraley, that the brig Susannzh left this port yesterday moraing, seven
o'clock, for Torbay, and was captured while at anchor off West Down Head,
five miles from this place, at half past one P. M. by the French privateer
L Heuseux Speculateur, mounting 14 guns. The Brixham Sea Fencibles, per-
caving an armed vessel, concluded her to be an enemy ; and, from her boar ing
the above brig, Sup;osed she had captured ber 3 in consequence of which went
off ina boat, armed with pikes and muskets, succeeded in recapturing the beiy,
which on their appearance was deserted by the Frenchmen, whom they also

pursucd and took.

Lieutenant Niholas, with his usual zeal, with Colledtor Brooking’s assistance
of small arms and boat, went al o from this port with part of the Sea Fencibles,
accompunied by a boat from his Mujesty’s cutter Nimglc, in Liopes of capturing
the privateer, but was not for unite enough to succeed in the artempt. The
tecaptured brig he towed into this harbour, 1 am, Sir, &c.

ED. BULLER.
ADMIRATTY-OFFICE, JAN. I1g.
Copy of @ Letter from the Rught Hon Lord Bridport, Admiral of tYoe White, i5c.
o Evun Kepean, Esq. dated Bath, the 18th instant.
SIR,

ENCI OSED is 2 copy of a letter from Captain Cunningham, of his Majesty’s
shtip Clyde, which I tramsmut to you for their Lordship’s informarion.

I have the honour to be, &e.
BRIDPORT.

MY LORD, Clyde, Cawsand Bay, Fan. 15

I have the honour to inform vou, that on the 1oth inst. his Majesty’s chip
Clyde, under my command, captured L’Air schooner Letter of Marque, fron
Brest to St. Domingo ; and on the 13th a brig privateer, | e Bon Orde, carrying
16 guns and 65 men.  She sailed from Granville on the 2 th Lecember, and
had captured one brig from Newfoundland on the 6th inst.

I have the honour to he, &c.
CHAs5. CUNNINGHAM.
WHITEHALL, JAN. 22,

Letiers, of avlich the followving are Copies, wweie yesterday received from the Earl of
Balcarras, by bis Grace the Dube of Portland, one of b Miujety s Prencipal Socre
taries of State.

MY LORD, Famaica, November 7, 1798.

ON the 315t of O&ober I received a dispatch fromy the Bay of Honduras.

Lieutenant-Colonel Barrow informs me, that the settlers had been attacked
by a fotilla conmsting of g1 vesscls, having on bourd 2006 land troops and 5co
scamen ! Arthur O’Neil, Governor General of Yucatun, and a Ficld Mar-halin
the service of Spain, commanded in person. 1 have great satisfuction in truns-
mitting the letter of the Lientenant-Lolonel, by which your Grace will be in-
formed, that this armament has been rcpulsed, and the expedition entirely
frustrated.

The Licutenant-Colonel speaks in the handsomest manner of the condnct of
Captain Moss, of his Majesty s ship Mesdin, and of the wonderful exertions of
the settlers and their negro slaves, who manuned the gun-boats.

The conduct of Lieutenant-Colonel Earrow, and of the settlers, in putting
the port of Honduras Bay into a respectable state of defence, as well as the gal-
lant manner in which it was mainrained, gives me entire satisfa&ion, and it is
with pleasure that 1 report their services to your Crace.

I have the honour to be, &e. &c. &c.
BALCARRAS.
& bis Grace the Duke of Portiand,
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MY LORDY, Honduras, Sept. 23, 1795,

After the date of my last dispatch of the 11th, 14th, and 21st August, by the
express boat Swift, 1 continued to strengthen our flotilia, which now consists of

No. 1. Towser, 1 gun-eightecn-pounder.

No. z. Tickler, 1 gun, eighteen-pounder.

No. 3. Mermaid, 1 gun, nine-pounder.

No. 4. Swinger, 4 guns, six-pounders, and 2 guns, four-pounders.

No. 5. Teazer, 6 guns, four-pounders.

Fesides eight flat pun-boats, carrying each a nine-pounder in the prow.

No. 1 and 2 are commanded by Mr. Gelston and Mr. Hosnrer, masters of
merchant vessels, who, with some of their crews, volunteered the business in g
wery handsome nianner @ to those gentlemen I am much indebted for their able
and active services. 'Fhe masters and crews of all the other vessels consist
entirely of valunteers from the Colonial troops, and together amount to 354 men
now on float  The enemy was so well watched by scout boats and canoes, that
not a single movement covld be made by him withont our knowledge ; and
finding that he aimed at the possession of St. George’s Key, the armed vessels,
No. 1, 4, and . were sent to that place to guard the narrow channels leading to
that commodious harbour.

On the 3d of “eptember the enemy endeavoured to force a passage over Mon-
tego-Key-“heal with five vessels, two of which carried heavy metal, but was
repulsed ; he renewed his attempt on the following day,but our little squadron,
heing mow rcinforced by six gun-boats, beat them off with great ease, and
the five vessels returned to the main body of the fleet, then at anchor about two
leagues to the northward. ‘This movement gave our peoEle an oppostunity of
drawing and destroying all the beacons and stakes which the eneniy had placed
i this narrow and crooked channel, and without the use of which nothing but
vessels of a very easy draught of water can pass. On the 5th, the same vessels,
accompanied by two others, and a number of launches, endeavoured to get over
this shosl by another passage, but were repulsed, apparently with Joss. On
this, as well as on the two preceding days, the Spaniards expended @n immense
quantity of ammunition to no manner of purpose ; while our people fired com~
paratively Little, but with a steadiness which surpassed my most sanguine hopes.

Captain Moss in his Majesty’s ship Merlin, left his anchorage at Belize on
the evening of the §th, and arrived at St. George’s Key about noon on the 6th
of September. The Spaniards, having found a passage through the Leeward
Channels imvracticable, had got under weigh on the morning of that day with
their whale flect, seemingly with a view of forcing a passage through the wind-
ward, a sand-bore passage, to the eastward of Long-Key ; but on seeing the
Merlin beating into the harbour of 5t. George's-Key, and that our flect was
reinforced by the armed vessels, No. 2 and 3, and a large gun-boat, they re-
turned to their former anchorage between Long-Key and Key Chapel.

I was now of opinion that the enemy would alter his mode of attack, and
endeavour to make 2 landing on the main land to the northward of our pests at
the Haul-aver. TU'nderthisidea I began to prepare small vessels and gun boats,
in which I meant to embark with 202 men, including detachments of hkis Mas
jesty’s 63d and 6th West-India regiments, and of the Royal Artillery, with onie
i)owitzcr and two ficld pieces, six-pounders : with this force it was my intention
to block op the channel Lietween the main and the western point of Hichs's
Keys, and to obstiuct as much as possible a landing in that quarter ; or, if foiled
in beth of these objects, to throw the whole strength into the works at the
Haul-over, and to defend that post to the last extremity ; while a body of
experienced u-h men, all good shots, and under orders for that purpose, should
hang on the flanks and rear of the enemy.

On the muining of Monday the 10th of Scptember, 14 of the largest vessels
of the Spanishfieet weighed anchor, and at nine o'clock brought to about a mile
and halt distant from our fleet.  Captain Moss was then of opinion that they
meant te delay the atrack till the following day 3 but nine of them got under
weigh about noon : these carried each twenty four pounders in the bow, and
two eighteen pounders in the stern, one schooner carried twenty-two, and all
the rest from eight to fourtecn guns in the waste 3 and every one of them,
besides being cronded with men, towed a large launch full of soldiers. I he
other five vessels, with several large launches all full of men, remained at thie
last anchorage 2t the distance of a mile and a half.
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Our fleet was drawn up with his Majesty’s ship Merlin In the ¢entre, and di-
tetly abreast of the ChanniM: the sloops with heavy guns, and the gun-boats in
some advance to the Northward, were on her Eastern and Western Hanks.

The enemy came down in a very handsume manner, and with a good coun-
tenance, in a line abreast, using both sails and oars. About half afrer two
©'clock Captan Moss made the signal to engage, which was abeyed with a cool
and determined firmness, that, to use his own expression to me on this occasion,
would have done credit tg veterans. ‘The adion lasted about twoe hours and
a h:}lf, when the Spaniards began to fall into confusion, and soon afterwards cut
theg cables, and sailed and rowed off, assisted by a great number of launches,
which took them in tow.

Capt. Moss, on seeing them retreat, made the signal for our vessels to chace ;
but night coming on, and randering a pursuit too dangerous in a narrow channel
and difficult nuvigation, they were soon after recalled.

At half after three in the afternoon, [ received a letter from Capt. Moss,
stating that the enemy was preparing to attack him, and requiring ali the
assistance which T could give. 1 immediately ordered as many men to cmback
and proceed to his assistance, as small craft to carry them could be procured.
The alacrity shewn on this occasion was great indeed ; but as a requisition of
this nature was by nomeans expected, the necessary arrangements had not been
made for so speedily embarking the troops, and of consequence some irregularity
ensued ; for the cannonade being distinctly heard, and a certainty of an engage-
ment having taken place, it became impossible to restrain the eagerness of the
Colonial troops, who, possessing canoes, dories, and pit-pans, without thought or
retrospect of those left behind, hastened with impetuosity to join their com-
panions, and share their danger. Hence arpse difliculty and disappointment to
the regular troops, who being under arms, and anxious to proceed with all ex-
pedition, suffered delay from want of the necessary boats and craft to embark in.

As soon as I saw seventeen craft of different descriptions, having on board
two hundred men, set off with orders to rally round the Merlin, Iimmediacely
joined them in hopes of assisting Capt. Moss and harassing the enemy; but
although we were only two hours in getting on board the Merlin, a distance of
three leagues and a half, in tife wind’s eye, we were too late to have any share
in the action. But I am of opinion, that the sight of so many craft full of men
coming up with velocity, hastened thereturn of the enemy, and that their ap-

earance on the following day, as well as the junction of two armed ships, the
fuha and Columbia, which [ had ordered roundto 5t. George’s Key on the gth,
induced the fleet to prepare for returning to their respective posts. The Spa-
niards‘remained under Key Chappel until the 15th; on the morning of which
they made various movements, and in the course of the day some of them an-
chored under Key Caulker. On the morning of the «6th it was discovered that
they had stolen off ; eight of their largest vessels got out to sea, and stood to the
Northward ; the remainder, being twenty-three in number, shaped their course
for Baccalar. .

We have every reason to believe that the enemy suffered much in the action
of the 1oth, as well in killed and wounded, asin the hulls and rigging of the
vessels engaged ; .and I am happy to inform your Lordship that we had not 2
single man hurt, and that no injury was done to any of our vessels deserving of
notice.

It would be unjust, my Lord, to mention the names of any officers, either of
the military, or militia, on account of any particular service performed by them
for the condu of all being such as to merit my best thanks, no particular dis-
tinction can be made. , .

It is also unnccessary for me to say any thing respecting Capt. Moss ; his
penetration in discovering, and activity in defeating the views of the enemy; his
coolness and steady conduck in action, point him out as an officer of very great
ment.  He first suggested to me the very great use which might be made of

un hoats against the enemy, and gave me much assistance by the artificers
lgaclonging to his ship in fitting them out. 1 am happy to say, that the most
cordial co-operation has always existed between us.  On the 13th inst. [ went
out two scout canoes, well manned, with orders to pass the Spanish fleet in the
night ; and, proceeding to the Northward, to beard the first small vesscl they
could fallin with. On the 16th they captured a small packet-boat witn five
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hands, when, taking ovt the prisoners, letters, &c. and destroying the boat,
they returned her: on the 17th. At day-light of that day the canoes were
entangled with the reteating Spanish Fleet near Savanna-Quay, and escaped
with difficulty.

The expedition was comnmanded by Arthur G'Neil, a Field Marshal in the
arnvies of Spain, and Ceptain General of the Provinee of Yucatan. The Cam-
peachy fleet was commanded by Capt. Bocca Negra ; two thousand soldiers
were embarked and distributed m proportion to the dimensions of the vessels,
on board of the fleet, which consisted of,

"t he vessels which made the atrack, in number [+
Reserve of cqual force 5
A very large sloop of equal force, and six schooners not solarge, bat armed

in the samne nranner as those which caipe dewn to the attack, and draw-

ing too much water remained with the transports and vidtuallers ¥
Transports, vidtuallers, &c. all carryivg bow 2nd side gens of different

calibres L}

Total 31
and vuvigated by soo seawmen, principally from the Havanna and Campeachy.
1 am, &e.
THO. BARROW,
Lientenant-Colenc! Cominandant.
To the Earl of Balearras,
{True Copy.) BALCARRAS.

ADMIRALTY GFYICF, JAN. 22,

Extrad of 7 Letter from Viee. Admival Sir Hyde Poiler, EKnt. Commander of Hr
Aimesty’ Shaxe qud Fescels af Famais,io Evan Nepear, Erg. dated on Board kis
Aoy’ Ship Absgavenny, in Port Boyal ITavtovr, ihe 6tb November, 3798,

FIN,

YOU will be pleased to acquaint the Right Honourable the Lords Comnris-
sioners of the Admuralty, thet | have received dispatches from €apt. Moss, of
his Majesty™s sloop \ erhn, dated Henduras, 27th September, a copy of which,
describang the defeat of the Spanish flotillay is hevewith enclosed.

1, Merlin, St George's-Key, Sept. 27, 1798,

My letters by the Swift schooner, which sailed frem Honduras express on the
2tst of hist August, have informed you of the enemy’s force intended for the
seduétion of this settlement, and their sitvation at that time 5 since wiich sur
jeoh-out canoes have watched them so closely, that all their movements were
made known to me as they happenced.  On the 4th of this month they were
wisible frem our mast-heads at Behize, and look-outs reported to me thirty-ene
=il of all descriptions; hut their exedt force by no means certain The nent
day six of their heaviest vescels attempted to force their passege over Moentego-
Key shoals, by putting their provisions and steres into other vessels ; had they
effected this, it would have secured them alla passage to Belize over shoal-water,
w»here Teould by po means act 1 ordered three of our aimed vessels to anney
thom in their endeavours, which succeeded so far as to vceasion their removal at
dark, and a small chaznnel they had marked by diiving down stukes was alo
taken up by our cances. I now clearly saw that their next cfort weould be to
get pessession of “t. George’s-Key. frem which place (only aine mules from
Rehize) they might go down threugh the different channels Jeading to it, and
continte to haiass the inhabitants, and destroy the towns at their leisure, and
diive me from my ancherage there : this determined me to gain the Xey befora
them, if possible ; 1therefore left Eelize or the evining of the sth, and sceurcd
this place, ut the instant twelve of thor heaviest venels were attemptirg the
same ; they hanled their wind and returned to Lerg Xey, on my hanling my
wind towards them. "They continued werking and anchering ameng the
shoals until the 11th, at the distance of three or four miles; when having mace
their arrangements, at one P. M. nine suil of slcops and scheoners, curying
from twelve to twenty guns, including twe twenty-four and tvo eiplieen
pounders cach had in prow and stern, with a Jarge launch a-stern of each fuli of
mien, bore down through the channel leading to ws an a very handseme cool
manner § five smaller vessele lay to windwird cut of gun-shot, full of troops
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ehd the temainder of their squadron at Long Key Spit to wait the event, each
of which carried small prow guns, with swivels fore and aft At half past one
P M secng their mtention to board the two sloops, and that they meant to
come no nearer, but had anchored, I made the signal to cngage, which began
and contmued near two hours, theythen cut their cables anﬁ 1owed and towed
off by mgpal an great confusion over the shoals 1 had placed he Merhn as
rear the edge of them as possible, and nothing that 1 had was equal to follow
them, unsupported by the Merhn At dark they reganed their other vessele,
and continued 1n sight til the reth at night, when they moved off with a Iight
southerly wind  some are gone to Bacalar, and some prisoners taken, report
otheis e gone to 1mpeche [ am happy to add tnat the service was performed
wthout 4 man killed on cur side  The enimy [ think m st have suffered
much from the gr 1t number of men on bozrd, andthe precipitate manner hey
made the r retr st This atn amen was comm nded by Grnernl O 1 ul, Go-
verrar of the Province, t o ;;,; and sailots mc uded, sbout syoum n and so
certaln were the bp mards of ou coss, that tae le ters fouid wn a car o taken,
weie acually o1 eded to Pel ue and St Geosge’ Key
The brhvitour of the Ofirces and ccew of hus M 1 sty s ship gave m= great
plea ure, and sf we had had d op watei to follow tl em 10, ) t1ul many of tham
would have faila mte ow haids  'The spuit of the Negio shives that man ed
the sonall crafts was woidaful, and the good n.anagement of the diffczent Com-
manders doss them great crodit
Our foice, besides the Meilin, 1 as follow s

T wosloops with one ephteen pounder and 25 men

One slonp v1 h one short 1 1ne pounder and 25 m n

‘T'wo schooners witn 6 four pounders and 25 men exch

Seven gun {lats, with 1 nine pounder and 16 men each

I have the henour to be Sir, &
JNO R. MOS8
ADWIPALTY OTTICE, JAN 22
Extrad of a Letter from Sir Thomas Willtaws Knt Captain of bis Magesty’s Ship
Lndymion, to Evan Nepean, ksg dated in t/ ¢ Do vus, the 20th tnst
You will be pleased to informi thenr Lotdshups, that the Endymion has cap-

tured two spamish privateers ~—La Prudentia schooner, of one six pounder, 3
swivels, and 34 men, La Casualidad, of b s 1 pounders, 8 swivels, and 42 men,

ADMIRALTY OTFICE, JaN 2B
Co_py of @ Letter [ om Fice Admral ngsm:ff, Co n mander in Chief of bis Mﬂjé’-l"} 's
Sbips and Vies els o1 the Coast of Iieland, fo Ewan Nepear, Esg dated Cork,
jfa LA & Y

siw,

PI EASE to lay before my Lords Commssioners of the Adnuralty the 2c-
companying letter | hive just recerved from Capt Frazor, of his Majusty s ship
Shannon, who has brought :n a Fiench privateer, out of Granville, mounting 13
carronades, ard 2 long twelve pounders, and 125 men, which he captured on
the £5th inst, 1 have the honour to be, &c

R KINGSMILL.
S1R, Shamnon, Cove of Gork, Fan 17

1 beg leave to acquamt you, that bemng on the morning of the 15th st 10
lat 49 deg 40 mun and long gdig 30 nun W with s Majesty’s ship under
my command, proceeding to the rendezvous prescraibed by Capt Faulknor, i
saw and alt=1 a chace of ceven hous captired | ¢ Graad It dien, a ship privateer,
from Cranwille commandcd by Gaid O ivier Vubors caniying 18 brass canno-
nades, eigh een poundurs and 2 long twelve p unders, magned with T25 men

she was only five days from  1auville, had taken nothing, 15 quite new, with
provis ons and stores for a three months cruse

From the ericumstance of the prize havinecariied her m un mast by the boar
wh le chased (and asthe Shannon also sprung a main top nast, and tore to
Pieces two boats mn shifting prisoners , t e wind blowmyg strong w1 h a heavy
sea, I hope you will approve of my having accompanied het into port

1 h ve the honour to be, &ir, &c
ALMX. FRASER.
LT0 be sonts wed 1egularly ]
gtol, L KX
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‘THE Lord Mayor, on the 23d of January, iforttied the Coart of Common
Council, he had received a letter from the Honourable Mrs, Damer, offering
her services to execute a portrait of Admiral Lord Nelson, either in bronze of
marble for the City. The letter being read, the Ceurt unanimously returned
their thanks to the Honourable Mrs. Damer, for her very liberal proposal, and
accepted her generous offer. ‘The Court requested his Lordship to acquaint
Mrs, Damer with the above resolution,

By the King George Packet arrived from Lisbon, Lord Keith has hoisted
his flag on board the Barflcur.  General 8ir Charles Stnart is putting Minorca
iuto the best possible state of defence, and preparations are making to enable
our ships to refit there, for which purpose stores of cvery kind are to be sent
out from England.

The acqusition of the lsland of Minotca to this cotntry is of eemsiderable im-

rtance. Its Naval Hospital (built by the English), and its accommodation for

eaving down the largest ships, are extraordinary good. The harbour * is no
less commodious—it is also safe, but somewhat difficult to enter, z2nd extremely
Liable to damage the copper on ships’ bottoms, fram the rocky sides apainst
which large vessels are oFlin pressed, when coming in, by eddy breezes from
an irregular hilly shore. Flesh meat at Minorca is neither very plentifnl nor
very good, if we except pork, which, in most hot climates, is excellent.  Vege-
tables are neither raised in profusion, or remarkable for great delicacy. lts
honey is famous j its wine almost the reverse.

Sunderland, Fan. 25. On the 7th inst. the wreck of a ship appeared off the
Bay of Lagan. in the Island of Ista, all under water, and discharging some tar,
cotton, pearl ashes, and staves. A considerable part of these goods have been
landed. Nothing has appeared to identify the property. A parcel of New York
newspapers has been found. The hull has gone to pieces, and been cast on
shore, excepting the bow and the fore den, which remain sunk in the sand, with
her anchors and cables. ‘The pearl ash barrels have branded on their ends « Cor-
nelius Villee, New York, J.Richard, G A. Lansing, Sheneéady.” The tar
barrels are also marked. Some of the seamen’s bodies have been found ; upon
the arm of one of them is tatooed or pracked W. B. 1782, C, T. G.

By the Danish ship Bruden, Captain Power, from Fengal, we learn, that
the following homeward East Indiamen sailed frem St. Helena the 5th of De-
cember, under convoy of his Majesty’s ship Stately :

The Ganges, from China.
FROM BENGAL.
een, Hawke,
Pheenix, Lerd Walsinghant,
Prince William Henry,  Earl Spencer.

EXTRA SHIPS.
FROM BENGAL.

Princess Mary, Eliza Ann,

Northumberland, Britannia,

Crown, Mildred, and
Six Whalers.

Mr. Rands, purser of the Druid frigate, was tried by a Court Wartial at Ports-
tnouth, on 'Vucsday last, for having abscnted himself from that ship without leave.
The charge being partly proved, he received a reprimand from the Court.

Lient. Western of the Navy arrived at the Admiralty, on the 28th of January,
wvith dispatches fram 1 ords St. Vincent and Nelson, brought over in the Resolus
sion lugger, containing an account of the proteclion afforded to the royal family

* Vid. vol ii. p. 125, where an engraving of the Harbour is inserted.
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of Naples and upwards of six hundred persons of the highest rank on board of
our ships of war, then lying in the Pay of Naples, who were induced to fly for
shelter to the English fleet commanded by Lord Melson. from the victorious
French army under General Championnet, who took possession of the city., Lord
Nelson embarked their Neapolitan Majesties and the rest of the royal family on
board the Vanguard, of 74 guns, commanded by himself, and the remainder
of their followers on board other ships of war then lying there: and steered his
Course [or ]_r‘a]a_rmo,’ in Sicily, where he arrived on the 28th of December. His
Lordship, in his private letters, describes the voyage as one of the most severe
hs ever experienced during his life;: that they were in considerable danger of
being shipwrecked ; and mentions, that what he met with off Sardimia,previous
to the battle off the Nile, and in which the Vanguard was dismasted, was tr ifling
in comparison with the hurricane off the Neapalitan coast.

In the course of the voyage, Prince Albert, the youngest son of their Sicilian
Majesties, died through excessive sickness and fatigue ; ond to all the miseries
which such a scene must have occasioned in the minds of the royal fugitives,
they had to add their affli&tion for the lass of their child.

Every Englishman, and all who were willing to embark, were safely conveyed
to Sicily by some of Admiral Lerd Nelson’s squadron ; and we have heard from
other quarters, that the skill and management displayed by his Lordship upon
this unfortunate occasion cxceed all praise.

Naples and Gaeta are the most important places in the kingdom of Naples.
The first as the centre of the government, and of the riches anl commerce of
the country; the latter, as the principal establishment of the Neapolitan Navy;
both these are unhappily exposed to the depredations of the victorous army.
Lord Nelson had the foresight to remove every thing from the port of Gaeta,
which might increase the maritime resources of the French, and he destroyed
what he could not bring away. The same a&ivity and precaution wasadopted
with respect to Naples. But when the immense riches of that capital, and the
rapid march of the krench to take possession of it, are considered, there are but
too strong grounds to apprehend that they found there ample spoils for their in-
satiable rapacity “I'he excrtions of the Englishi flect intaking away or destroying
every article that was serviceable to the naval oper itions of the French, was the
more essenrial, as they would materially contriEutc to guard bicly from an in-
vasion, should the enemy risk an attack upon that island, which has been pre=
served as an asylam for the King of Naples in his misfortunss.

Mr. Grenville and suite embarked at Yarmouth, January 3 th, on board the
Proserpine frigate, Captain Wallis, for the continent.  As scon as Mr. Gren=
ville got upon the quarter-deck, the Proserpine fired a salute, and at twelve
o’clock set sail with 1. fresh breeze at W, 5. W

The following Gentlemen are sworn into the command of their respedive
ships, viz. Captain James Horncastle, of the ship Hope, of 1200 tons, consigned
to China diret ; Captam George Millet of the Hindostan, 1248 tons, to ditto;
and Captain Thomas Barrow, of the Britannia, 770 tons, to Coast and Bay.—
All the above ships are to be in the Downs on the 1ith of April next,

Feh. 1. This day was launched from the yard of Messrs. Perry, Wells, and
Green, at Blackwall, a ship built upon a new constrution, the property of Ro-
bert Wigram, Esq. of Crosby-square. ‘The intention of the construdtion is an
attempt to combine the gualities of great burthen with swift sailing in the same
vessel.

Advice was brought to the East India House, by the Purser of the Lord Wal-
singham, of the safe arrival of the following ships off the Land’s End, uner
convoy of the Stately, on the agth ult. i ;

Ganges, Queen, Prince William Henry, and Mildred {extra ships)—parted
three days before the fleet made the Land's End—Phenix, Hawke, Lord Wal-
singham, and Larl Spencer (regular ships)—Princess Mary, Northumberland,
Crown, Eliza Ann, Britannia, and six Whalers {extra ships).

2. The following circumstance must for éver reflect the utmost honour on
the huniane and manly character of Charles Sturt, Esq. member for Bridport;
¢ Thursday morning last, a small cutter called the Bee, John Nation, master,
bound frem London to the West Indics, went on shore on the sands near Peole,
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in a heavy gale of wind at east, ‘There was a tremendous sea running, and 2
very heavy snow falhing, which 1endered 1t extremely difficulr, as well as ha:
zardous, to afford any assistance to the crew  The boats from his Majestys
gun vessel the Tickler, and several other boats, attempted 1t without success
and the poor cieatures, after cutting aw ay the mast, and domg all they could to
relieve the vessel, were left without hope, to the horrid expectation that every
comung sea would overwhelm them , or to the still moe dreadful one, that they
must shortly perish by the inclemency of the weather 1 hey remuned 1 this
shocking situation h]fthe muddle of the day, when Mr Sturt happily succeed-
ed 1 rescumng them from the jaws of death, and brought them to his hospitable
mansion, where cvery refieshment and comfort were admimstered to them
which their exhausted state 1equred  Mr Stmit’s humane cxertions endan-
gered himself 1n an imminent degree, and to his active exertions and perseverance
alone are these poor people indebted for heir lives  The sea was tremendous
beyond descriphion, and the shoals on which the vessel lay extremely dangerous
toepproach v r turt's boat was several times filled by the sea, and himself
znd people absolutely thrown out of her mto the hreahers. He was a consider-
able time nearly up to his neck 1n water, buffetting the waves with an ardour
wlih seemed to merease with the danger.

Weymouth Feb 8 "1 he sloop Recovery, Swain master, from I ondon to Wey-
mouth, with giocerses, drove on shore near this place, the sea makinga clear
breach over her, wnich, with the inclemency of the weather, rendered the lives
of ber crew very precatious: but, to the credit of British seamen be 1t spoken,
five brave fellows volunteered to savethe crew, which they cffedted by launching
the.r boat frem the Esplanade, and so forced her thiough the sea.

The Eagle, of Scarborough, has been run down off Easington, by a hght
ship unknown, which made off immediately without asling any questions re-
specting the safety of the Eagle’s crew , who, finding thar ship gom]g down,
took to their bovts, by which they were all saved. The Eagle had only sailed
three hours from Sunderland, coal laden, w hen the above accident happened.

The Wuliam, Touch of Workington, which sailed from I iverpool with salt,
for Norfolk, in Yirgima (after leaving W hite' aven, where she had been put 1n
by stress of weather], proceeded Lpwardsof goo leagues to the westward, when
she sprurg a verv dengerous leak, and in that extrenuty her prmpssplit  The
crew were subjeticd to the most deplorable fatigue and distress fou fourtcen
days, at the end of which on the 315t December they made the Irish land.
Tt was therr mntention to bear away for Cork , but after Jying at the mercy of
the waves, dnftng mn various courses, and the main decle alnjost constantly un-
der water, on the 1cth ult the vessel wencon shoic at the Staps of Broadhaven,
on the western coast of breland 1 he crew saved themselhves by the boat and
n less thar a quarte- of an 1 our after the ship was dashed in pieces among the
rocks Escaped fiom the dancers of a shipwreck, and 1 a cordition which
might hzve bewn evpecred to ¢ cre compassion m the mest obdurate bosoms,
tl ey were menaced wath instany death by an armed multitude, who, after some
tune, suffered them to depait in search of a region where happily humamty had
tzken vp her abode. The letter contaimng this intellipence was lately recewved
from Shigo

# dvice has been recerved at the Admaralty of the loss of his Majesty’s ship
Nautilus, of 16 gurs commanded by Captain Gunter, n a heavy gale of wind
afew days since off Flamborough 1ead. [ ortunately the officers and crew weie
all saved

A cutter 1s artived 1t Talmouth from looking into Brust ; and bimgs advice,
thet the cnemy had fifteen sail of the line perfecily equipped , but, froma swe-
dish vessel just ceme cut of the mner hathow she leaint, that by the most re-
gorous requisit on the 1rench had rot bucn able to procuie one third of the re-
quisite complement of men

Falmouth, Feb g It blew a heavy gale of wind here last meht at south in
which a swedish triv, called the Martmus, Andus Peterecn, master, from
Gottes burgh for Cork, strudk on the Manacles and foundered——the crew saved.
Adwice has also Leen rcceved hete this mormng, that another of our fish shps
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for Ttaly (the Pomona, Smith, master), has been captured by a French privas
tecr, and retaken by his Majesty’s shup La Nymphe, and carried 1nto Mount s

Bay. Sailed the Chapman man of wai for the Dowas, with the trade fiom
Milford and this port.

Poole, Feb 30. About gix o'clock on Friday evening this town was greatly
alarmed by the cry of fire, which had broke out 1n a saiimaker’s loft on the qUaY,
by the chunney of a small wron stove getting so hot as to set fire to the partition
that it went thiough, and there being a great quantity of canvass, sails, rope,
&, 1 the loft, 1t was instantly 1n one gencral blaze. ‘The fite then communi-
cated itselt to the adjoining house and work shop of Mr Kmght, block-maker,
which was also very scon destroyed, as well as the house gelonglng to Mr.
Bent, both being busle chiefly of wood, and having no partition wall. At this
period i looked niuly awful and tremendous, and 1t was expected a great part
of the store-houses and budldings m that neighbouthood must have been’ de-
stroyed ; but through the wondeilul exettions and couras e of the men belong-
Ing to the rroop of Royal Herse aiullery, the «cond 1egiment of Worcesier
Mibitiz, and the Wallace 1 encibles, the further progress of the fire stopped

Waterford, Feb 14. Yesterday airmved at the Pa sage, the Adnural deVrs, of
64 guns, Captain W hite, one of the vess I taken by ~dnural [ uncan from the
1 utch off the coast of Holland, in the famous battle of the 11th of « &ober We
hear she 1s to convey tiansports from our haibour to Lngland, with troops who
aie to be embarked from ivew Geneva

Feb. 20 A Court of Directors was held at the East Tndia House, when the
followirg commanders took leave previous to deparung for ther respective des-
timations —Captau s William Thomsen, of the  ord Thurlow ; Charles Urum-
mond, of the Glatton ; Henry Faiter, of the Irue triton, | Uimston, of the
S Edward Hughes; Sir C Matchell, of the William Pitt, ‘. Altham Cumber-
lige, of the Mauship, G Palmer, of the Boddem ; G Borcham, of the walmer
Castle; and I' Garland Mourray, of the Preston  Captain Heniy Wilson was
sworn wnto the command of the Warley.

Micholas Tombhnson, late commander of [ a Suffisante sloop, is stiuck off the
st of post captawmns, for mattention while on board the Laid Hawie leteer of
marque, when she engaged a * panish packet, in not answermg the signal of La
Nymphe frigate, who appeated 1 sight

The Commttee at I loyd’s have settled an annary for life of 421 on Lieuts-
nant Chambers of the Marines, who lo-t both husfeet by a cannon chot on board
the Venerable, in the memorable action of the r:th of Oulober, besides making
him a present of an hand-ome gratuity in money.

A letter from Constantinople, dated the foth of December, mserred in the
last I1ench papers, says, * § he Russan munster has recorved rterds ence rhat
two Russwn frigates have been wrecked in the fack ca, near one of themouths
of the Danube Rear-admural afzing has persshed, and of botn creas oaly
vight persons L ave e-caped destruchion.

A letter from Licutenant Welsh, late of the Garland frigate, dated Table Bay,
Cape of Good kiope, 1 ec 1, 1798, says, ** am just arnved from the sland
of Madugascar, shere we were uniortunately shipwrecked—t1 « Garlund struck
on a sunkcn 10ck, and in a few nunutes went to the bottom Happily tae wiole
of the officers and crew got on & rock, and fiom thence with sal.ty o themaza,
where we rematned near fomr months  [he general behef here vwas, Juarevery
person on baard had perishced, and no doubt the sume appreaensions prevarled
in Englind [ have not tme to stare particulars, as the vessel that will bring
you this lerter 15 getting under weigh.”

The Luiopa, b aerl m, and Palles men of war, sailed from the Cove of Cotke
on the 3ot ult with troops on board fot » ortugel

A letter from Barnstaple, dated the 1sthinst contans the followmg melan-
choly article, which we sincerely hope will prove to be unfounaed. ¢ esrerday
morniLg was lost, in Barnstaple Bay, 1n 2 most tremendous gae of wind at
N.N.W his majesty’s sloop of war Weazle, Lon H _rey, commander: and
it Is with extreme sorrow 1 have to say, with the whole crew.”
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On the sutherity of letters dated Fort St. George, Sept. 10, 1798, it appears
that the French privateer L'Unc has capture ] several country vessels at the
mouth of the Red Sea. Captain Clerk, of the Victorious, of 74 guns, had de-
tained a Dane from the Mauritius to | ranquebar, having on board 100,200 dol-
Tays; as had Captain Lindzee, of L’Oiscau, a ship named Angelique, under
Danish colours, Jaden with Coast goods, and bcmnct3 to Manilla; both of which
valpable vessels it was not doubt:c% would prove good prizes.

The ohject ot Commodore Blanket, whe early in November passed the Cape
of Good Hepe, is said to be to take possession of the Island of Socotora, which
ecommands the cntrance into the Red Sea; the hestile movements of Tippoo in-
dicating a communication with Buonaparte, who, it was some time since be-
Tieved, meditated a junction with that powerful and ambitious chief.

Al the small French and Spanish privateers and gun-boats that were formerly
20 numerous in the Mediterranean, have been recelled, and other vessels trom
34 to 25 guns armed in their stead. They indiscriminately capture all neutra)
wessels they fall in with incapable of defending themaclves, which are carried
into any French or Spanish ports. ‘L he English force off Alexandria, by the fo-
xeign accounts last month, consisted of twe ships of the ling, two frigates, two
bomb vessels, and two cutters.

By advice from the Danish Island of St. Thomas, in the West Indies, we learn,
that from the 8th of April to the rgth of July 1768, no less than eighty-seven
Danish vessels had arrived at that island from Europe, and mostly from the lbe,
Faden with claret, red port, and East India goods, and most of which %oods are
consumed in the English iclands.  Onc of them, ashort time ago, fell in with
an [nglish privateer, with a Spanish vessel 1n company, her prize. The Dane
ordercd the captain of the privateer tp come on board him, which the other re-
fused ; the conzequence was, that the Dane gave the privateer several broad.
sides, killed seventeen of her men, and rook the Spanish vesscl from the Eng-
Esh privateer.

The thanks of the Irish House of Commons were unanimously voted to 5ir
John Borlase Warren, and the Ofticers, Seamen, and Marines, under his com-
mand, for their late gallant v.clory on their coast over the French squadron des-
tined to invade that country.

The following is an official return of French prisoners in Great Britain, ta
the 19th of January 176g, inclusive :

At Portsmouth 10,576 ] At Edinburgh 726
Plymouth 8,398 Chatham 1,208
Morman Cross 4, 27 btap leton 4,121
Liverpool 4,009 [—

Total 30,265

QFFIFCERS, PRISONERS ON PAROLE.

At Litchfield 66
Bishop’s Waltham 62
Tiverton 114
Pebles 60

jco

A private letter from on board the Ponctta whaler, dated Oober 19, lat. 13,
35+ 55. 8. long. 5. 49 W. says, % Since the period of our navigating these
scas, We never remember to have witnessed (and 1 hardly suppose it has ever
been exceeded) so great a number of the sperm whales as have spouted this
voyage. Seals also appear in great abundance: but the sea elephant, which has
lately been found to afford loaking after, has been rather scarce. The return-
ing ships from the fishery, in the beginning of the next year, will, | conjecture,
beall fu'l, so uncommonly propitioys has been the season. "The bune in particu~
lar, as well as the sperm, is remarkably fine ; and this, no doubt, will give much
satisfaction to those of our friends interested in a prosperous trade. Thirteen
whalers on this service are on their retyrn.”

4
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SHIPWRECKS,

Hull, Feb. 13 The following melancholy detail of particulars of the lass of the snore
Hope, of Liverpool, and all ber sbip’s company, with the exception of one sailor, <vhe
wwas most miraculously preserved, awe give our readers exaddly as related by the surviver
Bimself :

Tuesday se’nnight, the snow Hope, Captain Anyon, of Liverpool, destined
on a voyage from Riga to Lisbon, and laden with hemp and iron {which had
a short time before put in here for repairs), sailed from hence with the wind at
north-west, her crew consisting of master, mate, four scamen, and three boys.
She proceeded southward untit three o’clock the next morning, when the wind
came on to blow a hard gale from the south-easr, which increased to such a de-
gree, that they were obliged to lay to under recfed foresail, the wind and sea
raging with such violence, that notwithstanding every exertion, the ship was
driven to the northward, labouring and straining very much. The gale con-
tinuing its force, with heavy snow and to al darkness, they conld not maks
the Humber, or perceive any objedt, untilthey were met by a brig cutter, whom
Captain Anyon hailed, and requested the assistance of a pilot ; no answer, how-
ever, attended the application, as the cutter soon after parted company, and the
Hope still continued to drive to the northward at the mercy of the wind and
waves, About midnight on Friday, the st of February, she unfortumately
struck upon the ground. the sea running at the time so tremendously high as to
make an entire passage over her ; at the same instant the cabin boy was wash-
ed from the deck. The captain and crew finding every excrtion in vain, were
reludtantly obliged to abanaon their quarters, and attend to the strong calls of
self preservation ; the captain at the same time declaring aloud, that he would
not quit the vessel while a chance of hope remained. The mate was of opinion
that they were not far from land, and signified his intention to endeavour to
make it, notwithstanding the snow was descending in clouds, and the darkness
prevented him from secing even the length of the ship. The caprain, and Carl
Ehric. a Prussian seaman, delivered their watches and money to the mate, who
jumped into the boat, which still remained upon deck ; but a heavy sea at the
moment breaking over her, swept away the boat, and he preserved himself by
catehing the main stay : the next tremendous wave, alas! proved too strong for
resistance, and overwhelmed him, never more to be seen.  The rest of the craw
now sought shelter in thie rigging, one man in the fore-top, and the rest in the
main-top.

The Prussian before-mentioned feeling pity for a boy of the name of Swain,
zhout twelve years of age, had taken hint in his arms, and ascended the main-
top, in defiance of the heavy sca which continued to break overthent. ‘The cap-
tain in despair also ascended the rigging, and placed himself upon the main-yard;
from whence he was heard to bemoan their sad fate, and the consequent distress
of his wife and children. In this state they remained for a considerable time ;
but from the extreme severity of the night, and their benumbed and exposed
situation, the Captain soon afterwards wds seen to drop down, supposed to be
wholly or nearly dead from the cold, and two other men also were washed out
of the main-top. The vessel had now driven nearer to the shore, and another
heavy sca soon after breaking over her, carried away the main-mast, with the
Prussian, another seaman, and Swain the boy upon it. ‘The Prussian again Jaid
hold of the boy, who carnestly exhorted him, by crying,  Oh, Charles! hold
me fast I’ —but finding it indispensable, for his own pteservation, was obliged
to quit his held, and the poor boy was drowned.

The main-mdstbeing still entangled with the ropes of the fore-maz*  the Prus-
#ian remained in his perilous situation for a very considerable time, till tne mast
drifted nearen the fore-mast, and enabled him with difficulty to lay hold of the
fore top-sail yard, from whence he got to the fore-top mast head, wheve he found
the man belore mentioned still alive. By this time the vessel was drifted close
to Dimlington high land, on the Holderness coast, about cight miles to
the north of Spurn Point. ‘Lhe Prussian perceiving the cliff, and suppos-
ing it attainable from the top gallant-mast head, prepared to ascend it, and
was solicited by a shi]_:—mate to lend him assistance, in order to _ende._a\rour to
ascend it also, {ut which he declared was not in his power, cxhort_mg him to fol-
low, being the only means left for prescrvation ; to which he replied, that bewng
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Irozen stiff with cold, he was not able to stir a single joint. This poor fellow
being never afterwards seen, it is supposed he shared the fate of the rest of the
crew. The Prussian, watching a favourable opportunity, dropped upon the side
of the cliff, which, from being so hard frozen, was cxceedingly slippery, and
rendered it difficult to prevent himself from falling into the breakers. This,
however, he was enabled at length happily to efledt, and got safe to the top of
the cliff at three o’clock in the morning, where he wandered about till break of
day: a solitary survivor of the whole ship’s crew, lamenting their melancholy
fate. The ship is entirely a wreck, and very little of her cargo saved, The
Prussian arrived at Hull on Tuesday.

Extrait of a Letier from Mr. Fobn Fames, near Biddeford, dated 17th inst.

Theard on Wednesday a funeral sermon for 166 persons unfortunately lostin
the Weazel, on funday night. She canue in that afternoon, or I should rather
say, was in the bay in theafternoon, and as people went to church, the sea-far-
ing men felt some anxicty, if the wind should shift a point and blow, which it
afterwards did. ‘Lhey made every effort to ge* ~=* *. sca, and in wain Topg
fring signals of distress. It is supposed she got round Baggy, and struck upon
Mort Rocks : that fine ship, and every soul on buard perished; one body only
has as yet been taken up, but many are watching the opposite beach both yes.
terday and to day, and are fishing up fragments of the wreck.

We hear to-day (Saturday) that the wreck is visible at low water this side of
Baggy. A s oopthat was in distress in the bay on Monday and Tuesday has
disappeared; her fate is not known. It is cxpeéted many bodies will float and,
be driven in shore the coming spring.

The Portland, Hussey, arrived from New York, spoke the ship Tabias,
Cooper, six weeks from London, in lat. 42. 58. leng 46. 44. on the 1oth of Ja-
nuary. On the 1ith spoke the Lady Harriet packet, nine weeks from Falmouth
in lat. 43 §4.long. 43. 49. The captain of her informed Captain Hussey, that he
had on hoard the crew of the ship Amphien, from New York for Hamburgh,
which had foundered at sea.

Captain Ferguson, of the Dominica packet, on the 13th of November, in lati-
tude 24. N. and long. 63. W. fell in with a wreck with all her masts gone, and
swimmiag by the water edge, which he boarded, and found no people on beard
her, but had becn @ schooner, with name upon the upper part of the stern, “ The
Sam, ‘lrackle, of Baltimore.”

COMMON COUNCIL,

Feb. 21. Yesterday the Lord Mayor held a Court of Common Council at
Guildhall,

His Lordship lzid before the Court the heads of a Till respeding a new Marine
Police Office adjoining Wapping, and for the purpose of raising a certain sum
of moncy for defraying the expences by laying a tonnage on shipping ; which
was referred to the Committee {or improving the port of London.

His Lordship likewise informed the Court, that a petition had been laid before
Parliament (a copy of which he presented) for leave to bring in a Bill for cut-
ting a tunnel under the bed of the river, from Gravesend to Tilbury Fort, in
Essex: which was referred to the Committee for improving the Navigation of
the River, to watch the progress thereof,

Mr. Deputy Birch presented a Petition from Mr. Lucius Gahagan, praying

to introduce a model ip sculpture for perpetuating the late naval viftories which
was referred to a2 Comumittee,

A similar design of Mr. W. Robinson's, upon a grand scale, inclnding six Ad-
mirals, was refused, on account of the great expence.

Mir. Powell presented an excellent performance of permanship, exccuted by
Mr. Tomkins, of a transcript of Lord Nelson’s letter to the Lords Commission=
ers of the Admirally, onthe sehjcc of the glorious victory over the French fleet
off the Mile, which Mr. 'l omkins requested the Court to accept. L he Court
agreed thereto, and voted their unanimous thenks, and orderedit to be hung up
‘i the most advantagcous pail i the Comuaon Council Room.
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PLYMOUTH REPORT,
FROM JANUARY 23 TO FEBRUARY r%.

2 3 WIND N. W. Cloudy. £ailed the Fox cutter for the Downs, with several
wind-bound vessels, including the Eagle, Edwards, from: Honduras, with log-
wood, mahogany, &c. Arrived the Fishguard, 48 guns, Captain Martin, with,
damage received in her late cruise. She went into Barnpool to refit.
| 24 ’Wind W. 8. W. Cloudy. Mr. Whitford, coroner for Devon, took an
inquisition on 2 marine recruit who fell overboard from a transport in Hamoaze,
and was drowned. Verdict, accidental death.

Fourteen smugglers, who had fired into a custom house baat off Salcombe,
were escorted through Plymouth, to be put on board the Cambridge flag ship
in Hainoaze, by a party of the Surry cavalry.

25. Wind W. 8. W. Cloudy. Went down into the Sound the Mermaid, g»
guns, Captain Newman. She is ordered to cruise off Corunpa. Letters received
this day, dated the 24th November, from the Argus lugger, Licutenant Clarke,
Jamaica, mention that he was to bring home the next dispatches.

26, Wind W. Cloudy, with rain. A grand dinner was given at Cowley’®
hotel at dock, by Admiral Sir R. King, Bart. admiral of this port, to forty-five
captains of the royal navy now in harbour. The royal standard of Great
Eritain, in compliment to our glorious naval victories, fringed with royal
purple and gold fringe, was placed in the centre of the table. Elegant trans-
parencies, appropriate to the occasion, were eghibited in the dining parlour.
Sailed the Ethalion, 38 guns, Captain Countess, and the Anson, 44 guns,
Captain P. C. Dyrham, ona cruise off Bourdeaux:

27. Wind §. W. Rain. Yesterday William Davies, scaman, of the Lowes-
toffe frigate, Captain Plampin, was tried tor scditious expressions (almost too
bad to repeat, and was sentenced by the court martial to receive oo lashes
round the fleet, and to be imprisoned in solitary confinement in the Marshalsea
prison two years. He was 2 member of the London Corresponding Society.
Letters from Gibraltar mention that the Cormorant, 24 guns, Irord Mark Kerr,
had captured a Spanish packet from Rio di Plata for Barcelona, very valuable.
One boat was lost in boarding the packet, crew saved. Ljeutenant W. Wool-
dridge then gallantly boarded her in the jolly boat with cigh; men, took pos-
session of her though there were fifty five Spaniards, and brought her inte
Gibraltar.

28, Wind N. N. W, Cloudy. Went into dock that beautiful frigate La
Loire, 48 puns, captured by the Anson, 44 guns, Captain Ducliaws.  Che io to
be fitted for sea, and will be given to the brave Captain Newman, of the Mer=
maid, 32 guns, who so nobly engaged her in the Irish Channel.

29. Wind E. N. E. Snow or sleet. Passed by for their station off Brest,
Admiral Sir C. Thompson, with eight sail of the line, two frigates, and a
lugger. From the last accounts received by neutral vessels from Brest, it
appears that the report of fifteen sail of the line being there ready for sea is
groundless, as the men of war in that port cannot by any means be onc third

manned.
30. Wind N. E. Snow or sleet. Arrived in Cawsand Bay, the Triton, 32
uns, Captain Gore, with a fine French privateer of Cherbourg, captured in the
Ehannel, called L'Amiable Vifoire, 18 guns and g7 men, three days out, and
had not made any captures. Arnved the Fly, 16 guns, Captain Z. Mudge,
blown out of Guernsey Roads. Before he left the island a most severe shock
of an earthquake was felt the 22d instant, which shook the houses so violently

that the inhabitants$ left them.
31, Wind N. E. Blows hard, withsnow. The weather was so stormy at
Guernsey the 22d instant, that a cutter privateer was blown vnder the fors and

Tlol, L. LL
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taken by the soldiers. Orders came down from the Admiralty for the Canada,
74 guns, Sir . Warren ; Mars, 74, Captain Manly ; Russel, 74, Captain Sir H.
Troflope; and Lancaster, 64, Captain Wiells, now ini Cawsand Bay, to be in
readiness to sail at a moment’s warning.

Feb. 1. Wind 8. W. Rainy. Owing to the great demand for cordage in
the men of war now fitting out at Plymouth dock, the'ropemakers work three
dhysin one. In the gale of last night in Humoage, the Kormidable, & guns,
Ceptaim Whitshed, broke. from. her moorings, ran foul of the Amelia, 44, gunsy
Caprain. C, Herbert, and tailed on the west rud,; but the tide fowing she was
got off withaut any. other damage, except carrying away her bumpkin.” All the
mgn of war struck yards andeopmasts, owing to the violence of the gale. Came
in.with damage, from Admiral Thompson’s feet, the Dragon, 74 guns, Captain
Sutton. ‘The Terrible’s cutter in rowing Guard got ameng the breakers in the
Cobler’s Reach, near Mount Batten, was swamped, and one man drowned.
Licytenant Clements, and the rest of the beat’s crew, were saved with difficulty
on the racks, though much bruised.

2. Wind N. Deep snow. Owing te. the severity of the weather the mails
for the eastwerd were dispatchcd in a post chaise. This day the French pri-
foners in the prison ships in Hamoaze, wantonly threw their cheese overbourd,
and refused their bread ; on which Mr. Alder, agent to the contrafors, Messrs.
Alder and Hayten, very properly took the sealed sample Joaf, and two loaves
refused, and by permission of the mayor exhibited them. and the cheese on the
Guildhall table of this town, when the most respedtable. inhabitants tastedieachs.
which they declared to be good and sweet, and equal to the sample. The cheese
was such as is usnally sold at sevenpence per pound:  The bread was distributed’
to the distressed poor of the town, who thankfully: received what the insolence
of the French prisonersso wantonly refused.

3. Wind N. Hard frost. Three French captains, wha escaped from a prison
ship in Hamoaze, were taken near Yalm river, almost famished. The mail did
not arrive till this evening, eight o'clock. Arrived:the Humphries, Hatchinson,.
for New York. Parted company with the convoy.in agale of wind a few days:
sinice, ! :

4. Wind E. N. E. Hard frost. Sailed the Amelia, £4 guns, Hon. Captain
Flerbett, on a crmise. Letters from Rochefort, dated the zoth ult. brought
by a cartel, state, that the gallant Captain Jenkins, of the Ambuscade, 32 guns,
captured by La Bayonnaise, 32 guns, was recovefing of his wounds fast; and*
‘that Lieutenant Sinclair, of marines, was in a fair way.

5+ Wind E. N. E. Snow. Instrudtions dated Head Quarters, signed by
General Grenville, were read at the head of each volunteer associated corps:by
their commandiny officers.  The substance was, that in case of fire or any riot
in. Plymouth, or any attempt at Mill Prison for the prisoners to escape, then the
above corps are to assemble.at their different alarm posts, te be in readiness to:
assist the civil magistrates, Sailed the Dragon, 74 guns, Captain Sutton, to join
Admiral Thompson's fleet off Brest.

6. Wind W. S, W. Cloudy. Arrived the Fly, »8 guns, Caprain Z. Mudge,,
with his prize La Gleneur, of six guns and. thisty-two men from Clierbourg,,
which the Fly captured off Portland. the 4th instant, after a long chace. On-
La Gleneur’s last cruise she cut out of Torbay the Anna, of Hull, the Hopewell; -
to Lisbon, since retaken, and the Eucy, of Whithaven, and got clear off withe
them: She is quite rew, and was chaced into Cherbourg by the Pheehe; 36
guns, Captain R, Barlow, and Seagully 18 guns; Captain: Wray..

7. Wind E, N. E. Blows hard with deep snow. Eetters from the Cape,
dated the 23d November, from an officer of the Raitonable, 64 guns, Captai
Eoyle, received here, mention that Mlie Stately, 64, guns, and Oiseau, 36 guns,
©aptain Brishane, had arrived there Bom'the Makritius, where they had’captured”
several very rich prizes; the latter having cut out two rich brigs and destroyed
two cufters, 2000 Froops were to embark in'the Sceptre, 64 guns, armed o

Jute, and sixtransports, on the 26th November, for India. The Baffalo store
shiphad arsived the 30th at the Cape, with a supply ofstoresy which. were juucks
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wanted : but cables of the large sizes particularly, as several ships had lost one
and two cables in gales of wind. L’imperieuse frigate had sustained some
damage in ‘Table Bay, and was under repair. The Garland, 28 guns, run
ashore near Madagascar, bilged and sunk; crew all saved and brought off by
the Star brig arrived at the Cape. ‘The Garlinds crew were not molested by
the inhabitants; and having got on shore some sails, guns, and provisions from
the wreck, formed an encampment during their stay,

8. Wind E. 5. E. Cold with frost. The Magdalena Xhiana, Pinfont, from
the Faro of Messina, arrived here in thirty three days. He reports, that after
the royal family left Naples, the Lazzaront rose and committed every kind of
excess, plundering and burning the houses of the nobility and gentry. Mr.
‘Whitford, coroner, took an inquest on a seapan who cut hus throat in a fit of
intoxication. Verdid, lynacy.

9. Wind W. 5. W. Fair and quite mild. Arrived La Bayonnaise cutter,
of 14 gunsand 70 men, late Swan revenue vessel, captain Sanson, who was
killed in an gorion aboyt two years since with a French privateer off the [sle of
Wight., 8he was captared in the Bay by the Anson and Ethalion frigates.
The mail from London and the north were brought in a post chaise by an
extra mail coach guard at three P. M. the snow being so deep. At three F. M.
arrived from the general post-office the bags for Philadelphia and New Vork,
to go out by the Gamulla, 20 guns, Captain Larkan, who sailed a few hours
before with General Maitland, Colonels Grant and Nightingale for Jamaica at
& short notice.

10. Wind5.E. Foggy, with rain. Went down into Cawsand Bay the For.
midable, g8 guns, Captain Whitshed; St. Fiorenzo, Sir H. B, Neale.  Sailed
for Portsmouth the Fly, 16 guns, Captain Z. Mudge; the Towey cutter, Lieute-
nant Danby with a convoy for the Downs. Went into the Sound the Fishguard,
48 guns, Captain T..B. Martin. Passed by from Falmouth the Telegraph, 16
guns, Lieutenant Worth, with a convoy for the Downs.

Y1. Wind N. N. W. Viclent hurricane with rain. This morning 2 duel was
fought at Devil’s Point Battery between Mr. Pitt, surgeon, and Mr. Shaw,
master of the Volcano gun-vessel; when, after two shots were erchanged at
twelve paces, Mr. Pitt hut Mr. § ontheknee, and fraclured the par sone. He
was conveyed to the Rozml Naval Hespital, where he Jies dangerously ill. A
seaman of the Proselyte trigate was killed by the fall of the fore yard.

12. Wind N. W. blows hard. In the gale of yesterday the Naiad, 38 guns,
Captain Pierrepoint, broke {rom her moorings, and tailed on the West Mud i
Hamoaze; but the tide flowing she got oft with little damage. The men of
war in Cawsand Bay and the Sound rade out the hurricanc; which was the
severest felt here since 1781, Several houses, with the New Church, were un-
roofed, and many chimneys blown down, but no lives lost. A chimncy at La-
dywell Schaol broke through the roof, carried down with it all the children's
beds, the beams, rafters, ang flooring of the attic story, into the raom where the
children were working, and, miraculous to relate, though there fell inte the
room near ten tons of rubbish, all the chiidren, thirty in number, escaped with
only slight bruises! Le Bon Qrdre French privateer went on shore in Catwater
and bilged.

13. Wind N. W. Fair. In the gale of yesterday two sentinels were blown
from the gangway of the Prudent and Bienfaisant prison ships in Hanroaze, and
were drowned. Went into dock the Terrible, 74 guns; Indefatigable, 44;
Castor, 32. 'The Alfred, 74 guns, isfitted up as an additional prison ship. The
Telegraph sent in a smuggling cutter with 300 ankers of sphiits captared off
the Lizard.
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PORTSMOUTH REPORT,

FROM JANUARY z§ TO FEBRUARY ir
e =

Fan. 28, THIS day sailed Vice Admiral Thompson, with the Queen Char-~
lotte, 110 guns, Atlasand St. George, of 98 gunseach ; SansPareille, 8o guns;
Dragon, superb, Defiance, Triumph, and Captain, 74 guns each, and several
smaller vessels, on a cruise off Erest; Blonde and Inconstant frigates, and Hornet
sloop, for Guernsey; and Weymouth armed store ship, with troops, for Ireland.

29. Arrived the Beaulicu frigate from Spithead ; the Renown man of war,
mgl the Gorgon ditto, from the Downs, with a fleet.. :

Feb. 1, VYesterday a court martial was held on board his Majesty’s ship
Gladiator, on Lieutecnant Moringeourt, of his Majesty’s ship Arethusa, The
charge was, for inattention while cruising on the coast of France, in conse-
quence of which the Arethusa got on shore; the charge of inattention was
proved, and the sentence of the court was, that he be reprimanded. This
morning airived his Majesty’s ship Renown, of 74 guns, Captain Bertie, with
a very large fleet of outward bound merchant ships under hiz convoy. His
Majesty’s ship 1.owestoffe, of 32 guns, is appointed to convoy the trade from
hence to the West Indies.

2. The Honourable Captain Boyle, of the Hy=zna, z4 guns, isappointed to
convoy the trade from hence to Lisbon and Gibraltar.

5. Airived the Frince of Wales armed ship from Hull; and the Pelican
brig, loaded with barley, retaken by the Duchess of York armed cutter.

12. The outward bound fleets are still detained by contrary winds and
stormy weather. The 1hames frigate, and outward bound Lisbon fleet, are
expected to sail to-morrow. Genceral Cuyler goes out in’the Thawmes, and
General Tarleton in the Hyzni. A great deal of damage has been done in
Stokes Lay amongst the outward bound ships in a sudden sterm of wind and
snow. Tlie brig Mary Ann, of Newcastle, Simpson, master, was completely
dismasted by a ship going on board her. Young Wakeficld, Keats, for Lisbon,.
received damage by a ship driving athwart her hawser.  Penelope, of Falmouth,
for Lishon drove on shore, and beat her rudder off.  Alert, Crabtree,” got con-
siderable damage by driving foul of another ship, and lost an anchor and cable.
Rochester, {rom Sunderland, with cozls, drove on board a ship; both received
damage, and several other inferior accidents happened ; but the gale fortunately
was but of short duration.

14. Arrived this morning his Majesty’s ship Penelope, of 38 guns, Captain
Pagett, from Madeirz. having on board I ord Hugh Seymour, and breught in
with her the Fly schooner, from Guernsey, laden with brandy, &ec. La reine
frigate from 2 cruise, and Penelope, ditto, from Gibraltar. Sailed the Latona
frigate, and Fly sloep of war on a cruise.

15. Pursuant to an order from the Right Henourable the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, a court martial was this day held on beard his Majesty's
shup Gladiator, on James Haily, a seaman, belonging to his Majesty’s ship
Aciille, for striking a midshipman in the execution of his duty, and for other
]::wtinous conduét. The charge being fully proved, he was sentenced to be

anged.

20. This morning arrived the Termagant sloop from the Downs, Sailed
La seine irigate, und Snake sloop, on a eruise,

21. It blows 2 most violent storm of wind from the westward; and it is
fearcd soine ships are on Stokes Bay, signals of distress being now miade.

A wherry was upset in the beginning of the storm, and one woman was
drowned.
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Neweastle, Feb, 4 The Lord Provest of Edinburgh received an affidavit made
before the Provost of Dundee, by James Sime, late master of the brigantine the
Aurora, of that place, informing, that the said vessel was captured on the 23d
of December, in the North Seas, on his voyage from Riga to [ ishon, by the
Anacreon privateer of Dunkirk, commanded by Captain Blankman, and was
carried into North Bergen. That he left Bergen on the 24th curt. andar-
rived at Montrose in 4 sloop bound for Lieth  That the day before he left Ber-
gen, the said privateer sailed, and he was informed that the Perseverance, an-
other French privateer, was to sail the same day, both on a cruise to the North
Sea; and that from the way the wind was during his pussage from Bergen, he
had every reason to believe that the vessels have ateereﬁhear course to this
coast. That while he was 1o Bergen, the crew of the Anacreon blackened their
sails with ccal dust, to give her the appearance of a collier. That the Anacieon
carries 1§ guns and Ioo men, and is brig-uigged; and the Perseverance carrigs
10 guns and about 45 men, and cutter-rigged.

Thus intelligence was immediately forwarded to the Lords of the Admiralty,

to Admural Lickson at Yarmouth, and to the Officer commanding his Majesty's
ships in Leith Roads.

-y

MARRIAGES.

CAPT. Buckle, of the Royal Navy, son of the late Admiral Buckle, to Miss
Reveley, daughter of the late Henry Reveley, Esq.

At camberwel, John lekyll, Esq. of the Royal Navy, to Miss Storie, daugha
ter of the lute | homas Storie, Esq. of that place.

‘The gth inst. at Bath, Mark Robinson, Esq. Captain in the Royal Navy, ta
Mrs. Shirley, of Pulteney-street.

Captain John Luce, of the Royal Navy, to Miss Jane Scarville, of Newport,
Isle of Wight. . .

At Plymouth, Mr. Welsford, purser of his Majesty’s ship Pompee, to Miss
Tingcombe, eldest daughter of Mr J. T. goldsmuth, of that place.

At ¥lymouth, Lieut. Carruthers, of the Marines, nephew of the late General
C. commandant of the Chatham division of Marines, to Miss Cholwich, daugha
ter of —— C. Esq. ef Aveton Gifford.

OBITUARY.

CAPT. John Conset Peers, who lately died at Lostwithicll, in Cornwall,
was in 1761, at the eaily age of nine years, left an orphan, with a brother and
two sisters younger than himself, without any support. At that tender age hus
uncle sent him mnto the West India service. On husreturn to England from his
second voyage, he found that death had robbed him of his worthy 1elation and
only friend.  Soon afterwards, he embarked in the East India service; and, in
1768, he passed for the fourth mate of the Duke of Portland East Indiaman.
In the year 1779, he entered into the Royal Navy, on board the Torbay, Capt.
Drake, and n 1774, with the approbation of Capr. Drake, he went 2 volunteer
in the Boyne, destined for North America. In 1776, Admjrai Graves appoint-
ed him second master and pilot to his Majesty’s schooner Dispatch, comnianded
by Lieut. Goodridge, mounting six three pounders, and carrying thirty men.
On the 12th of July they fell in with the Tyranmicide, an American privateer,
mounting 14 guns, and Carrying 12§ men, 45 of whom had small arms. An
engagement soon commenced, although the Dispatch had thirteen sick, and n
*he caily part of the action Licutenant Goodridge was killed. The cominiand
then devolving on Mr. Pecrs, he mamntained a gallant and hard fought adion
for near four bours, when he received a shot in his right ¢lbow, which shat-
tered his whole arm 3 and his crew being all nearly killed or wounded, he was
obliged to submut to a force so superior. His arm was two days afterwards am-
putated, and in that state, fainting with the loss of bloed, he was carried pris
soner into Salem. On the 1oth of August, from the great loss of blood, anda
mortification spréading round the stump, he was obliged to submit to a second
amputation. The December following he was cxchanged and sent to Hallex,
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whhere de was tried by a court-martial and honourably arquitbed._ He then took
cherge, as pilot, of his Majesty’s ship the Richmond, and carried her to New
¥ork, when Lord Howe took him on board his own ship, the Eagle; and, in
May 1774, appointed him Master of his Majesty’s ship Mermaid, Captain Haw-
ker, which in July 1778 was run on shore by Count d’Estaing’s fleet, and the
pilicers and crew mnade prisoners. The Odtober following he was exchanged,
and sent to New York, when he went a volunteer on an expedition up the North

River, in his Majesty's galley Hussar, under the dire@ions of Captain Hyde
Parker. Onthe 2d of November Admiral Gambier gave him a lieutenant’s com-
m ssion, and the command of the Crane galley, stationed up Hudson River j
and when Sir Heary Chnton made the attack at West Point, Mr. Peers covered

the Janding.  In July 1780, Admiial Arbuthnot appointed him to the command

of the Argo brig, 16 guns, which he held until July 1783, when Admiral

Digby appomnted him agent for transports, in which capacity he airived in Eng-
land in March 15784, after an absence pf ten years. Whilst in America, Mr.

Peers received a severe wound in his head, and also nearly lost the use of two of
his fingers of his remaining hand, from the severe effedts of the cold. During

his stay in America, he was chicfly kept up the North River, on advanced posts,

durin§‘ which time the person who had acled as his agent absconded, and de-

prived him of all his property. What little ke had realized and sent to England

met with a similar fate, as his friend, to whose care he committed it, died insol-

went.  His friends, who expedted he would have been promoted to the rank of
commander, anxiously waited for that gvent until the year 1792, when the Ho-

nourable Board of Agmi.ralty gave him a pension. During the present war, he

has commanded a cutter, and was with Lord Bridport in the glorious ation of
the 23d of June yyg5. The December [%lowing hesailed with Admiral Chris-
tian for the West Indies, and was obliged to put back with many others, after

beating about twenty-three days; as he had not half his complement of men, he

was forced to be constantly on deck, and was twenty-rwo mights without taking

off his clothes. On April 10th, 1797, Mr, Peers sajled for the West Indies,

with Admiralty dispatches, and the mails for the different islands, and arrived at

Baibadocs in thirty days. On the 30th of June, in company with and under the

gommand of Captain klphinstene, he cut out a fleet of slups at Port an Plate.

under the fire of two forts, which they soon silenced  Svon after which he was

seized wich the country fever, and was obliged to return to England, when he

had the pleasure to find, that kal Spencer had promoted him to the rank of
commander; although his health remained in a very precarious situation, yet he

constantly solicited the Admiralty for employ, and to his last hour expedied iv

with pleasure, as he thought 1t wreng for any officer to hold a commiission with-

out offering his services; but the effeds of the fever made such havock in his

health, as to hasten his dissolution, and on the 11th of November put a period
to his cxistence. Captain Peers has left 8 disconsolate widow, aud a brother, to

deplore his [oss.

At Chatham, aged 44, Lieutenant-Colonel John M*Donald, of that division
of Marmnes.

At her house in Harley-street, Cavendish-square, aged 83, Lady-dowager
Clementina Elphinstone, mother of Lord Keith, and of the Lady of Willlam
Adam, Esq. and enly daughter of John, Earl of Wigton.

Captain Renton, of his Majesty’s sloop Martin. He was one of a party of
naval gentlemen who had agreed to dine at the Three Cupslnn, at Harwich ; and
during dinner quitted the room, and went into one adjomning, where he put an
end to his existence hy a loaded pistol, which 1t is supposed he had in his pocket,
He was the second lieutenant and signal officer on boatd the Venerable, Admi-
ral Duncan’s ship, in the action of October 11, 1797.

Suddenly, at her lodgings at Yarmouth, the lady of Admiral A, Dickson,
commander in chief of the North-Sea flest.

Suddenly, ]Joseph Belson, Esq one of the senior clerks belonging to the Ad-
muralty-office, where he had attended Lis duty the day before.

At his father’s house in Chatham dock-yard, Mr. Hunt (late a captain’sclerk
of tIhe Royal Havy), son of Wilham Hunt, Esq. builder’s second assistant in that
dock-yard.

At Cioft, in the county of Leicester, in the goth year of his age, Richard
Gamble, Esq. Captain of Marines, who, during seventeen years of aftual sere
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¥ice, had been engaged in some of the most decisive and gallant naval
actions, both in the last and present war. Flis first entrance into life, was as an
officer in the militia of this county, which he left on receiving a commission in
the marines, through the patronage, we belisve, of the late Dnke of Rutland.
Within a few monthsafter his appointment, he was on board the Flora frigate in
that ever memorable aétion with La Nymphe, an adlion which stands recorded
in the naval history of this country as one of the most brilliant individual at-
chievements of the last war : the conl intrepidity and undaunted courage of
Captain Gamble on that day wrested from a gallant adversary the Faurcl
of victery. The sword of the French officer was given him in compliment, and
he was immediately appointed by the lords of the admiralty to the rank of first
lieutenant over several senior oﬂ?cers, a measure never resorted Lo but in justice
to some great exploit. Between the conclusion of the last war, and the com~
mencement of the present, Gaptain Gamble had the command of a party of ma-
rines on board the Porcupine, Commodore Brabazon, on the Irish station, where
he continued three years. Soon after the tommencement of the present war, he
was ordered on board the Majestic. [n thd year 1796 he was made captain. Dur-
ing the last year ke commanded a party of marines on board [.a Pompee, Capt.
Vashon, cruising as a part of Lord Bridport’s squadron off Brest, till July last
when he was seized with a cold, attended with fever, which terminated in a
dropsy, and removed from the service of his king a brave and gallant officer,
whase exertions may justly be said'to have deserved the gratitude of his ceuntry,

Atthe Cape of Good Hope, Admiral Sir Hugh C. Christian, K.B. commander
in chief on that station.

Lieutenant John Mandeson, of the Fearless gun-boat stationed off Seilly, died
some time since much lamented, an offieer that seemed to promise great credic
to his profession.

Lieutenant Oakes. The circumstances respedting the death of this Officer are
thus related in a private letter : ¢ Lientenant Oak:s was ordered from the Re-
sistance to seize a vessel lying at sonie distance from Ternante, which he accom-
plished; and allowed the crew, consisting of Malays, or Boorgeese, to remain
at large about the ship. Some time in the day, the boatswain represented to
Lieutenant Oakes the propriety of disarming them ; but, unfortunately, his own
goodness of heart made him think t:¢ackery impossible, and he would not ac-

uiesce in the advice given him. In the evening a report was made to him, that
the head Boorgeese had put to death one of the European sailors; which, attri-
buting to accident, or some impropriety of condu@ on the part of the sailor, he
went to enquire personally into the aftair; but he had no sooncr approached the
head Boorgeese, than the fgllow attacked him alvo, and He fell dead at Hisfeet. The
boatswain, who was by, cut the fellow’s leg off with hishanger, but before he
dropped, he struck the boatswain near the shoulder, and wounded him despe-
rately. The English, incensed at the unmerited death of their commander, and
the probable loss of the boatswain, cut to pieces every Boorgeese that had not
time to jump overboard, and effed their safety by swimming.

Lieut. A, Thomas Lloyd, of his Majesty’s siip Maidstone, died in Novem~
ber last in the Gulph of Maexico. He was son of the Rev. Mr. Lloyd, domestic
chaplain of his Royal Highness tHe Duke of Clarence.

The 16th of November, at the Nawal Hospital, Gibraltar, Lieutenant David
Reid, of his Majesty's ship the Northumberland, of the wounds he received on
board that ship in an engagement with some Spanish gun-boats in the bay on
the 4th of that month.

At Hoxton, in the 74th year of his age, Mr. Thomas Gibbs, many years &
purser in his Majesty’s Navy.



THE

Mari

ne LI

or

SHIPS LOST, DESTROYED, CAPTURED, AND RECAPTURED, &c.

FROM FEBKUARY

¥, TO FPEBEUARY 14,

et R P remite

"THE Queen, Hawke, and Mildred, from Bengaly and the

Canges, from China, parted the Ingia Fleet in a gale
of wind ahd thick westher, on the night of the a7th of
Janwary,

The Hebe Prizate, with eleven fal! of Ships from Liver-
poily put inte Leirh Roads the 33t of January, bound to
Wambie .

. The Amizble Vifteire Privateer, of 18 G, ard go nen,
B captured ot Alderney by the Triton Frigatey and fent
inte Plymeuth.

The Achwve, Moilard, from St. Ivc’s to Lerhorn, was
taken on the 2:d of December, nmar Cope Spartel, by =
brizate, and fonr for Cadiz. Asother Brig had Been raken
By the Fiizate.

‘The &ix  Siters, Bakot, from Wifcaler to Liverpool,
taken by a Privateer, and fent for Beourdeaux, s retaken by
the Florn and Carpline Frigstes, and arrived at Falmeouth.

The Jane and Betty, Stocks, from Lyno to Rye, wasrun
down »3ch inftant near Cromer, Crew [aved.

The Ameties, Hardie, from FPhiladelphia to Hambro'
s on shoge oh the Lincolathire Coukt. People faved.

The Diligent, Drummond, from Lendon to Antigua, was
takeh the roth Oltober, by the Two Friends Privateer, ang
4arnnl into Guadaloupe,

The Eqgle Gun-Boat, and a Cutter of about so rons,
were drove on fhore in a vioicor gale of wind, in Studiand
Fuy, off Pooley on_the joth. >

The Kitty, "Wheatley, from Lei'h to Leghern§ and the
Dovey ey from Wisbeach to Whitftable, are Aranded
on Yarmouth Bea:h.

The Neytilus Slogp of War, apd the Arabeila,
from Memsly zre an (hore near Scarbre’

A Fronch Privateer 14 G and 74 men, formerly the

Swan Cutn v of Eowes, is captured by she Anfan Frigate,
The Pitleffie, Mackie, frdm Mémel fo the Phth of
Farthy, 35 captured by th rras Privataer, &f 20 G.' and
The Duke of York, Nichelas, frotfr Newfoundland te
Oportoy is ¢aptured near Orovw Bare L. . -
] ky Seffiffon, from
London, are on there near Dridiington.
‘The Gogle Decqiomny, —, frog Li
diftrels, by
the 4 ftrra Frigzie.
The Mary, Fige;} from Guepnfey to Lynn, is lok near
The Capt. Couk, Gilifony from London to the Balie, 1y
ok near €openhagen.
Britia r Frirare, and fent iuto Lisbon. |
The Three Brothers, ; from Morway, leaded with
the mafer and one by faved.
1 rench Privateer, of 3o G. from Bour=

The Elivabeth, Fullerton, from Tenerifie to P
iz captured and carvied to St. Damihgo.

‘Thi Phree Sifiers, Gogdwin, from London to Barbadoes,
s lodt sn Orehard's Bayy n the Iife of Wight. Three men
dreaeaed.

Tie BYtavery, Swdin, from Weymeouth to Lynn, is on
thare at W epmouth and much damaged.

The Jepitedy XKopper, from Hambro' to the Havannah,
3s lett on Sugar Key Reefs. Straits of Bahamase

The Mariey e, from Bilboa to St. Andern, i taken
by a Jerfky Privavéer, and arrived at Falmouth

Tue Thetds, Dring, from Hull to Llsbon, is on fhore ngar
Sandownn Caftle Downs, and bilged. Part of the cargo
faved.

The Famne, ¥elon, from Newdaftle to Weymouth, ison
there sear Weymoaithy and bilged. . L

The John, Dennett, from the Baldc to Bridpurt is on
fhore off Portland, and foil of water. i .

The Qlve Branch, Tapp, from London to Lithon, having
Juft an amchor and cabiey and heen #n thme, on the Woal-
patky i3 got w0 Ramigate by fome bemimen, The cargo
15 damaged {rom ftiking the Weft Pier Hesd, on enter-
ing: the Harbour. :

“Ie Besy, Naifhen, from London to the Welt Indies, is
o thoie near Poole, The cargo fs expeded to be layed,

The Three Fricnds, Banderind, fromt Lisbon 1o Embden,
has been taken by a Freneh Privateery retaken by the Flora
Frigate and arrived at Falmouth. .

Capt. Parkery of the Ocean, fays, (hatf when he left Ner-
falk, the z4th of December laft, accouuts Had arrived there
thar the Elh7a, Benfon, Liverpool td' Bd'timoic, was
taken and carried into Guadaloupe.

Captain Skeitony of the . Ship Friendihip, arrived at Bur-
fisgton Bay, 28h vlt. {aw two Priyateers take three Sips
ff Fitiz Bay, and proceeded with them towards the Frénch

aft,
chl-e Anna, of Hutly from Lisbonj the Lucy, of White-
haven, bound o Lisbowj and the Hopewell, ——— fiom
Lundon ty Madeira, have been captured by the Pri-
vatecr ; retakes and fent Inte Plymouoth.

“ric Kers, Fleck; the Genead Prefeot, Boyd; and the
Heiny, Wood, from Clyde ta the Welt Indies ) the Lov thery
gootr, and the Faony Suurce, Robinfun, from Iiverpool,
were lof ar Dublin in a viclent ftoim, on the i nltant,

The Wakefield, Wright, from Dantzig, is on fhore in
the Swin.

The Bargelore, Robinfon, from Memel to Dublin, Is
captured by @ Privateer and carried into Avundahl, in
Horway.

L]

and fent into Plymunth.
e“h

45 mes,y and carricd nte Arundabl in Norway.

‘The Carfierine, Dixonj and the Lar]

. ool to Punte
wig, was feen off the Texely onthe 4th inft,
Erancaiter. Tatt of the cargo faved.

The Eenerfon, , fram Batavia, is detained By the'
. -
timber, wss loft 2d inftant, on Happisbourg Sand. Gnly
the Phenix Frigate, end fent ino

The ¥ y T
deaux, Is captured By
Cork.

The Pomora, Smith, from Falmouth to Venice, haw
been taken by a Privateer, retaken by La Nymiphe Frigate,
and fent linto Mount's Bay.

The lex, ———  from Konigsberg to London, s Joft
near sewbro’. | 3

The Refiger, Jurgens, from Kewerdam to Guersley, s
taken and carried into O#end.

The Grznd Duke, Reed, fiom Jamaids to London, Is om
fhore near Margate, The ¢ rge diicha ging.

The Fortune of Neweaftle, from the Bald,
is Joit near Scarkro’y’ and all the créw,

Toe Pinfent, Tuckety, from Newfopndlznd to Portugal, is
taken near L\'slzon by a French Privateur.

The MayHower, Redhead, fromh Riga te London is ot
pear Flambro® Head, i

The sally, Weltern, from Liverpool to Brificly has beem
on fhore at Milford, add biged. ‘The carge mnch damaped.

_The Ingeberg, Hultman, fom London to Dover, Is con-
hifked into Margate, after being deferted by t-e crow,

The Mary, Fenwlek, from Waterford to London, was
loft on che T1th init. near Trura. al

The Betfey, Morgan, from: 7hydland t0 Liverpool, s’
tatally loft, Crew drowned,

The Dunean, Wryatt, from Halifix to London, was
captured the 1gth Dec. in lar. 49. 20. long. 30 by the Fou-
droyant Frivaiweer, of a0 G,

The Succels, Lewington, from Newfoundland to €perto,
ia caprured hf{a Fterch Privateer, and cabrivd into Bayonve,

Thre Beekford, Marpy, from Fare ta Loadon 3 tHe brig
Jenfen, from Cardiff to London, weze drove on
fhore in 5t Ive’s Day, in a violent form, on the rith jnfk.
as alfo 2 Zrlg from Bridol to London 3 a Sloop fmm  Diffa-
combe, with eaithenware; and a Drig belongeng o Iifra-
cambey with cals, Ouly B fien faved from the whatb.

The St Autonity =———, from Hifpaniola, i3 captured
by the Sylph Sluop, and fent into Plymeuth. Alfo caprured
; shlpg[' 300 tons, flom the Havannmah, with coflee,
ujary foc.

The Counte(s of Mexbro'; the Seipio, =——; the
Union § the Harlequing =———3 and the Jane and Mary,
‘Taylor, have been caprured by a Frivateer, and carried into

¢ with irony

the Canarics.
The Uxbridge, Scor, from Liverpool, and the Refolution,
4 are lof 1o Dublin Hay.

The Gondintent, Kinley, from Lendon to Newryy. is ot
rear Fart Patritk, in the Iril Channel
-

[To be regularly continucdy)



BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR OF THE RIGHT HONOURABLE

ALEXANDER ARTHUR HOOD
LORD BRIDPORT *

The tyrant custom, most grave senators,
Hath made the flinty, and stecl conch of war,
My thrice driven bed of down. SHARESPEAR.

THE gallant achievements of a distinguished officer,

grown old in the noblest service of his country,
claim the grateful attention of those whose security has been
preserved by his valour. A review of his professional life
serves to animate the mariner, who is commencing his career
in the same path of glory ; and is also calculated to extend
its genmeral utility : since a consciousness of the difficulties,
which others have encountered with success, must prove of
essential benefit in abating the dread of a threatening barrier,
which too often disheartens those, who feel

¢ how hard it is to climb
The steep, where Fame’s proud temple beams afar.”

Lord Bridport was the son of the late worthy vicar of
‘Thorncombe in Devonshire, near Axminster, and of Buck-
leigh in Somersetshire, and is the younger brother of Lord
Hood, but senior in point of rank, having entered into the
service before him 4. He received, we believe, his principal
education under the immediate eye of his parent.

His Lordship entered early into the service, and had little
but his own merit, and diligence, to trust to in the future
prospects of his life, His subsequent distinction, and pre-
sent eminence, form the highest panegyric on his character ;

* Baron Bridport of Cricket St. Thomas, in the county of Somerset ; Knight
of the Bath ; Commander in Chief of the Western Squadron ; Admiral of the
White ; Vice-Admiral of Great Britain ; one of the twenty-four Dire&ors,
and Treasurer, of Greenwich Hospital.

+ Lord Hood was made lieutenant about six months before his brother, but
did not obtain his Post Rank until six weeks after him : both were made lieu-
tepants by Admiral Smith.

ol 1. MM
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and should prove a source of consolation and perseverance t@
those, who are anxiously endeavouring to render them-
selves worthy of the future rewards and honours, of a grateful
Country, and a renowned profession.

We wish it had been in our power to give a greater degree
of interest and value to the present memoir, by relating those
early shades of charater, which doubtless marked and
adorned the youth of Mr. Hood. These we have endea-
voured to obtain, but hitherto without success, The in-
cident that affords such pleasure in the recollection ; the
narrative of youthful adventure ; the gradual openings of
an aspiring character, which give animation to biography,
are too often gradually lost in the future glory of more pub-
iic actions,

Mr. Hood had left, for a considerable time, the peaceful
tetirements of his father in Devonshire, a county whose
coast was hereafter to be defended by his skill and diligence,
and had gone through the first gradations of his professional
rank, before we obtain any knowledge of his conduct. On
the 2d of December 1746, he was made lieutenant ; and
being afterwards raised to the rank of commander, was on
the roth of June 1756, made Post Captain in the Prince
George of go guns. During the following year he was
appointed to the Antelope of 50 guns: nor was he long
without enjoying an opportunity of rendering his merit
known to his Country. Being on a cruise in the month of
May, on the coast of France, he fell in with the Aquilon, a
French frigate of 48 guns, and 450 men. After a running
fight of two hours, Captain Hood drove her ashore on the
rocks in Audierne Bay, about ten leagues to the south-
ward of Brest, where she was totally lost. The enemy had
thirty men killed, and thirteen wounded. The Antelope had
three men killed, and the $ame number wounded as her an-
tagonist. During the action, a spirited midshipman, of the
name of Murray, had both his legs shot away. He was
immediately cairied down to the surgeon: but, whilst his
wounds were dressing hearing his comrades above give three
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cheers ; in the midst of his agony, an idea that the enemy
had struck, rallied the ebbing spirit of his existence ; and,
with the unsubdued fortitude of a British sailor, he waved
his hand in triumph, and expired *,

As this was the first action in which Captain Hood dis-
tinguished himself after obtaining his Post Rank, we shall
give an account of it in his own words :

On the 13th of May, A, M. inlat, 47 deg. 50 min. I saw three
sail to windward, and gave chace to them. At noon they brought
to, hoisted French colours, and made signals to one another ; and
upon my hoisting French colours also, they made sail, and edged
down to me. About one o’clock the largest ship hoisted a pendant,
and fired a gun to leeward, and about half an hour after another ;
which not being answered by me, she soon after fired two shot,
hauled her main sail up, took in her top-gallant sails, and bore direcily
down, being then not two miles off. Upon which I hoisted my
proper colours, and shortened sail to the fore-sail and top-sail, ex~
pecting to be attacked; but in a few minutes after, she hauled up,
and made all the sail she coulds The other two, one a frigate-like
ship, the other 2 snow, continued before the wind. I pursued the
war-like ship as fast as possible, and before four was within pointe
blank shot of her, About twenty minutes after, we brought our
broadside to bear, and were very close, and kept a continual fire upon
her till forty minutes after five, when we had the breakers so near
under our lee, that we could not wear, and had but barely room to
stay clear of the enemy ; but she came about, and, while in stays, the
French ship struck upon the rocks, and lost her mizen-mast. I stood
off for near an hour, to put the ship in a workable state ; then stood
in again, with an intention to run as close to the enemy as possible, in
order to destroy her ; but found that business to appearance done, as
she had beat over a ridge of rocks, which were too far without her
for me to do her farther injury. Where the rench ship struck ig
the north part of Audierne Bay. I had three men killed, apd thirteen
wounded, and much shattered in my rigging and sails, the mizen-
mast shot through.

On the 24th I took a small snow from Bourdeaux for Canada, with
wine, brandy, and flour ; and the next day a small privateer of six
guns, ten swivels, and fifty men, that came out of Port Louis the
evening before, and was the snow in company with the man of war,

* Beatson’s Naval and Military Memoits, vol il p 182—a most valuable
work.
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the day T drove her on shore, whose Captain and officers give the fol-
lowing account of her :—that she was called the Aquilon, mounting
48 guns, but pierced for 56, and bad on board 450 men, thirty of
whom were killed, and twenty-five wounded ; in the latter was the
captain : that the rocks were through her bottom in several places,
and that she was irrecoverably lost.

In 1758 Captain Hood served in the Mediterranean on
board the St. George of go guns, Rear Admiral Saunders,
which ship formed a part of the fleet * under the command
of Admiral Osborne. He was therefore present in this squa-
dron on the 28th of February, when M. du Quesne at-
tempted to reinforce M. de la Clue, who was blocked up in
the harbour of Carthagena. The St. George does not appear
to have been engaged, as the a&tion was supported only by
those + who were detached from theirstation to chase. The

# List of the fleet sent out under Vice Admiral Osborne, 14358 :

Ships. Guns. Commanders.

Henry Osborne, Admiral of the

Prince a2 Blue.
Captain Edward Clarke, 2d.
Charles Saunders, Rear Ads

8t. George g0 miral of the Blye.
Captain Alexander Hood.

Monarch 74 | John Montague,

Culloden 74 | Smith Callis

Swiftsure 70 | Thomas Stanhope.

Hampton Court | 64 | Hon. Augustus John Harvey,

Monmouth 64 | Arthur Gardiner,

Berwick 64 | Robert Hughes.

Revenge 64 | John Storr.

St. Alban’s 60 | James Baker.

Princess Louisa | 6o | John Lloyd.

]crscy 6o John Barker.

Montague 60 | Joshua Rowley.

Guernsey 50 | Mark Milbank.

Preston f 50 | John Evans.

Ambuscade 40 | Richard Gwynne.

Rainbow 40 | Chr. Basset.

Lyme 28 | Edward Vernon.

Tartar’s Prize 24 | Thomas Bailey.

Deal Castle 20 | George Tindal.

Gibraltar 20 | William M*Cleverty.

Glasgow 20 | Andrew Wilkinson.

Sheerness 20 | John Clarke.

Favourite 16 | Fimothy Iidwards.

Fortune 14 ' Reginald Cock.

+ Tn this glorioue a&ion the brave Captain Gardiner of the Monmouth Inst
his life, whilst engaging the Foudroyant, which afterwards struck, The Mon.
mouth mounted only 64, twelve and twenty-four pounders ; her complement
of men 470. The Foudroyant had a thousand men on board, and mountsd 8o
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diligence, however, of Captain Hood, in promoting the active
designs of the commander in chief, should be appreciated in
its due proportion: as by the judicious execution of his
orders, Admiral Osborne was enabled to baffle the designs of
an enemy, who had vainly hoped to elude his vigilance, and
to pass the Straits under cover of the long dark nights which
then prevailed.

Captain Hood most probably returned from the Mediter-
yvanean with Rear Admiral Saunders ; who, on being re-
lieved by Admiral Broderick, sailed for England in the
Montague, and arrived at Spithead on the 5th of July. On
the 21st Admiral Osborne returned also in the St. George.
The time that Captain Hood spent under Admiral Saunders,
though short, must have been sufficient to enable him to
derive great advantage from the superior charater of an
officer, who had seen such a variety of service, and who par~
ticularly felt the advantage of employing those moments, that
could be snatched from the duties of his profession, in the
social and confidential intercourse of learned men,

Soon after his arrival in England, Captain Hood was ap-
pointed to the Minerva frigate of 32 guns. The English
nation was at this time threatened, by its old and impla-
cable enemy, with a powerful and long meditated invasion ;
which the skill and bravery of our naval force rendered, as
we trust it ever will, ineffe€tual. Although the French as-
serted in every court in Europe, that the English, owing to
the powerful squadrons which had been detached on different
stations, would not be able to have a fleet in the Channel
this year (1759) equal to that in Brest harbour, Sir Ede
ward Hawke sailed from Spithead, to their great dismay, with
twenty-five sail of the line, thirteen frigates, in which the

guns, forty-two, and twenry-two pounders. Before Captain Gardiner expired
he sent for his first lieutenant, Mr. Carket, and made it his dying request that
he would never strike the colours. ‘The lientenant pledged his honour that
they never should be hauled down ; and immediately going cn deck, nailed the
Flag to the ensign staff. This gentleman, in 1759, had the command of the
Success, 22 guns, one of the squadron detached by Sir E. Hawke to Quiberon
Bay.
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Minerva, Captain Hood, was incladed, and two fire ships.
During the greater part of this year Captain Hood served
under Commodore Duff, who relieved Captain Reynolds in
bloeking up the French transports in the Morbian. Captain
Hood also captured the Ecureuil, a Bayonne privateer of 14
guns and 122 men, but did not obtain any fresh addition of
naval renown until the beginning of the year 1761 ¥ : when
the laurels he had already merited were advanced into
public notice, by a most brave and gallant exploit, which
restored to his Country a ship, whose capture had pro-
duced the usual portion of rodomontade on the part of the
enemy.

On the 23d of January, in latitude 450 22 N. Cape Pinas
bearing S. by E. distant thirty leagues, a large sail was dis»
cerned from the Minerva soon after day-break. Captain
Hood immediately gave orders to chase, and soon found his
antagonist to be a ship of two decks. She was the Warwick,
picerced for 60 guns, and now mounting 34, which had been
taken from the English, commanded by M. Le Verger de
Belair. Her crew amounted to about three hundred men,
including a company of soldiers, destined to reinforce the
garrison at Pondicherry. The wind blowing hard from the
east, with a great sea, it was near twenty minutes past ten
before the Minerva came up with her ; when Captain Hood,
notwithstanding her superiority, ran alongside and began an
engagement which the French remember to this day, The
fire on both sides was terrible. ¢ At eleven,” says the
brave commander of the Minerva, in his letter to Mr. Cleve-
land +, “ her main and fore-top mast went away, and soon
after she came on board us on the starboard bow, and then
fell alongside ; but the sea soon parted us, when the enemy
fell astern. About a quarter after eleven the Minerva’s
bowsprit went away, and the fore-mast soon followed it:
these were very unfortunate accidents, and I almost despaired
of being able to attack the enemy again ; however I cut the

* Charnock.
+ Londan Gazette, letter dated at Spithead, Feb. 3, 1761¢
4
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wreck away as soon as possible ; and, about one o’clocks
cleared the ship of it, with the loss of one man, and the sheet
anchor. I then wore the ship, and stood for the enemy,
who was about three leagues to leeward of me. At four
o’clock I came up close to the enemy, and renewed the
attack : about a quarter before five she struck : when I found
she had fourteenkilled, and thirty-two wounded. Ournum-
bers are, the boatswain and thirteen killed, and the gunner
and thirty-three wounded ; the former died on the 27th, and
two seamen. I have given my thanks to the officers and
crew of his Majesty’s ship, for their firm and spirited be~
haviour; and I have great pleasure in acquainting their
Lordships with it. At nine o’clock the main-mast of the
Minerva went away ; at eleven the mizen mast followed it.”
Captain Hood convoyed his prize in safety to Spithead, and,
on the 8th of February, being introduced by Lord Anson to
his Majesty, received his Sovereign’s thanks and acknow=
ledgment of his conduct.

In what year Captain Hood was married we are unable to
ascertain, but should imagine it was prior to the period of
his life we are now considering. His first wife was a
daughter of the Reverend Dr. West, and niece to the late
Lord Viscount Cobham. By this marriage Captain Hood
became related to the Pitt and Lyttleton families. Miss
West had a considerable fortune, and his Lordship’s condu&
respefting it, was at the time spoken of, as it deserved, in
the highest terms : he insisted that the whole should be
settled immediately upon her, and be totally independent of
himself. Admiral West, we believe, was an early and stedfast
friend to Captain Hood, before this connection had taken
place.

Captain Hood had now risen, by hisown bravery, high in
the public estimation. His action with the Warwick gave
that stamp of celebrity to his charaéter, which placed his
merit as an officer beyond the common level ; and he was
accordingly considered as one of those to whom his Country



292 BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIR

might look for her future security and renown. He was
appointed in August 1761, to form part of the squadron des-
tined to convey the Princess Charlotte of Mecklenburgh-Stre-
litz to England. He accordingly rendezvoused off Harwich on
the 6th ; and the signal being made by Lord Anson, on board
the Royal Charlotte yacht *, for sailing, in the evening of the
#th, the whole squadron got under weigh. On the 14th, the
Minerva anchored at the Red Buoy, about seven leagues from
Cuxhaven, with the Nottingham, Winchester, and Tartar ;
when the yachts went up the Elbe, and waited at Stade for
the Princess, who arrived there the next day. About noon
on the 6th of September, her Royal Highness Ianded at Har=
wich. A more particular detail of this expedition will be
given in the life of Lord Anson.

Towards the conclusion of 1761, the Africa, a third rate
of 64 guns, was launched, and the command of her given
to Captain Hood. Great Britain was at this time in a most
precarious situation ; and was engaged, directly or indirectly,
in war with the most considerable part of the maritime
strength of Europe. According to the ordinary computa«
tions, the Navy of Spain consisted of more than an hundred
ships of war + : whilst several communities in France en-
gaged to fit out men of war at their own expence. It was
however perceived that a rupture with Spain was unavoid-
able ; and accordingly Sir Piercy Brett was fent out to rein-
force Sir Charles Saunders in the Mediterranean, with a
strong detachment, Captain Hood, in the Africa, reccived
orders to join it, and thus returned again to his old and
approving commander.

There are a variety of circumstances in the year 1462,
which bear some analogy to the present political situation
of Europe. France, with less power of doing mischief, was

* The Royal Charlotte yacht was built at Deptford in 1749, Length of gun.
deck, go feet, 1 inch : of the keel, 72 feet, 2 inches and an half. EBreadth, 24
feer, 7 inches. Depth, 11 feet. Tons, 232, Men, 70. Guns, 10.

1 Dodsley’s Annual Register,
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l‘secretly endeavouring to accomplish what she now performs
in a more open manner. Portugal was threatened by a con-
federacy in which France took the lead; and every possible
method was adopted to indace her to renounce all friendship,
and to violate her neutrality, with Great Britain. Victories,
as in the present day, were become familiar to us; and yetno
people were ever less intoxicated with them.

The French nation, finding that this country was neither
intimidated by their threats, nor reduced to the abject state
they expefted, were compelled to adopt pacific sentiments.
After the definitive treaty of peace was signed at Paris in Feb.
1763, and the different squadrons had returned home, Captain
Hood obtained a guard-ship at Portsmouth, the Thunderer
of 74 guns®  Soon after the usual period of such a com-
mand had clapsed, he succeeded Sir Charles Saunders in 1766,
as treasurer of Greenwich Hospital; whose lrumane and pro-
tecting spirit continues to be impartially yet liberally sup-
ported under his auspices,and those cfhisdistingnished brother:

On the 8th of June 1778, Admiral Keppel sailed from
St. Helens with the fleet4, in which Captain Hood com-
manded the Robust of 74 guns; on the 28th they returned
into port, with the French frigates Pallas and Licorne; and
sailed again on Friday the 10th of Jume. The Brest flect,
consisting of thirty-two sail, five frigates, @nd five gondolas,
had put to sea: the Count &’Orvilliers, lieutenant general,
commanded in chief; Count Duchaffault was second, and
the Duke de Charfres the third in command.

After some days spent in manceuvring, on the 27t of July
the action commeneed off Ushant. The winds constantly in
the N. W. and S. W. guarters, sometimes blowing strong,
and the French fleet always to windward, going off. The
French began firing upon the headmost of Vice Admiral Sit

* Charnock.

+ The Viftory, 100 guns, Admiral Keppel; the Queen, go guns, Vice
Admiral Harland, the Ocean, ¢> gans, Rear Admiral Palliser, &c. amounting
itz the whole to twenty-one sail of the line, three frigates, two armed cutters, and

one fiteship.
ol L nn
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Robert Harland’s division, and the ships with him: being
on different tacks, the fleets passed very near each othet.
'Towards the close of day the enemy formed their fleet again;
which Admiral Keppel says he did not discourage, thinkmg
they meant handsomely to try their force with him the next
morning: but they took the advantage of the night.to go
off. Captain Hood was stationed in the line, in the blue
division, as second to Sir Hugh Palliser. The Robust, on
the morning of the 27th, had been ordered with other ships,
by signal from the Victory, to chase to windward. During
the subsequent action, she was rather severely handled by the
enemy: a large shot went through the main mast, two
througli the fore mast, two struck the bowsprit, and one
slightly wounded the mizen mast. The main-top mast was
shot in two or three places; the main-top-sail yard shot
away ; the fore-top gallant mast shot in two : the mizen yard
received two shot, and besides this, she had about four=
teen shiot under water, and a little above; one of which
being a forty-eight pound shot, rendered the situation of the
crew dangerous, as the water gained on them very fast : it was
cight o'clock in the evening before they could stop the leak,
The sails of the Robust were much cut. Most of the braces,
bowlines, and running rigging, with many of the lower and
topmast yards, and two of the starboard lower deck ports were
shot away. Though lus ship was so much damaged, she was
fouglit in so able 2 manner, that Captain Hood had only five
men killed and seventeen wounded. Captain Hood returned
with the fleet to Spithcad, on the 28th of O&ober, and did
not again go to sea until he obtained his flag.

" Here we may be allowed, and perhaps expe&ted, to pause,
and make some few reflections, such as naturally arise from
the events which succeeded this action off Ushant; yet still
of such 2 nature, as shall not wound the feclings of any one,
or injure the dear earned reputation of a single individual.

The violent animosity that arose from this Action should
be a lesson, and a most serious one, to all Professional Men.
It would be difficult to select three officers in his Majesty’s
service, whose cliaracter, if impartially considered, muststand
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higher in general estimation, or whose services have a greater
claim on their Country, than those of Admiral Keppel,
Sir Hugh Palliser, and Captain Alexander Hood : and yet,
when the ill judged advice, or perhaps rather the intended
malignity, of false friends, had led these respectable officers,
to ¢ cry havoc and let loose the dogs of war;” what tales
did calumny, from her murky cell, daily induce the public to
consider, and often to believe. The open sincerity of Lord
Keppel, the quick sensibility of Sir Hugh Palliser, and the
zealous disposition of Captain Hood, formed a triumvirate
fatally exposed to the machinations of those, who triumph in
the miseries of their fellow creatures,—
Brave Men! love one another.

Mr. Hood having obtained the eminence he deserved, on
the 26th of September 1980 *, was appointed Rear Admiral
of the White. Nor was he long before he again gave his
services to his country. On the unfortunate death of that
valuable officer, Rear Admiral Kempenfelt; it was highly
honourably to both parties, that Admiral Hood was brought
forward when Lord Keppel presided at the board. Having
hoisted his flag on board the Queen, of go guns, he
was appointed in 1782 + to command the second or lar-
board division of the centre squadron, in the fleet sent
under the command of Lord Howe to relieve Gibraltar.
On the 19th of October Lord Howe had taken the advantage
of the wind to repass the Straits to the westward ; which he
effected followed by the enemy. The wind changing next
morning to the westward, the combined fleets, consisting of
forty-five or forty-six ships of the line, still retained the ad-
vantage of the wind, The British fleet being formed to
leeward to receive them, they were left uninterruptedly ta
take the distance at which they should think fit to engage,
This aétion, so glorious for our country, began, like that off

* In 1779, Captain Hood had the command given him of the Catherine
yacht. The dimensions of which are as follow : length of gun-deck, 79,15 of
the keel, 62,3 5-8ths. Breadth, 22,4 7-8ths. Depth, 11,2. Tons, 166. Com-
plement of men, 40. Guns, 6. She was built at Deptford in 1720.

+ In 1782, Admiral Hood lost his first wife, who died in September at his
scat of Crickett-Lodge.
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the Nile, in the evening. The French commenced their
cannonade about sun-set, on the van and rear, sceming to
point their chief attack on the latter, and continued their
fire along the whole line, at a considerable distance, and with
little effect, until ten at night. It was returned occasionally
from different ships, as the nearer approach of the enemy
afforded a favourable opportunity of making any impression
upon them. Tbe enemy hauling their wind, and the British
fleet keeping on all night, with full saii, the fleets separated.
After the return of Lord Howe to England, Admiral Hood
attended at the levee at St. James’s on Monday, December
16th, and was introduced to the King by Lord Keppel.
The preliminary articles of peace were concluded on the 20th
of the following month, 1783, at Versailles, both with the
French and Spanish plenipotentiaries. Admiral Hood at
this time was second in command at Portsmouth. The
year * following Le was chosen member for the borough of
Bridgewater ; and, on the 7th of May 1788, was invested with
the most honourable order of the Bath. On the 26th of
June, in the same year, he married Miss Bray, only daugh.er
of the late Thomas Bray, Esq. of Edmonton.

At the time of the apprehended rupture with Spain, on
the 12th of May 1790+, among the list of ships then com-
missioned appears the London of g8 guns, an board of
which Admira] Hood’s flag was at first hoisted. On the 4th
of July he commanded the van] divisian of Adrmiral Bar-
rington’s fleet in Torbay, with his flag, as Vice Admiral of
the Blue, on board the Viory, 100 guns, Captain Knight.

* On September 4, 1787, Admiral Hood was advanced to be Vice Admiral of
the White.

4 April 1st 1790, he kissed hands op being appointed Rear Admiral of Great
Britain on the death of Vice Admiral Darby.

} Fan Divisica. Guns, Men.
Magnificent, Captain Onslow, 74 6oo
Arrogant, Hervey, 74 Goo
Hlustrious, Fdgar, 74 éco
Vragdss Vice Ad. &ir AL Hooi:l, K. B.

E: Captuin E\'mght, 0o 874
Culloden, Collins, 74 6o
Director, Weat, 6a i1
Impregnable, Sir Themas Byard, 9G 730

The Hebe to repeat ugnals.
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An express, however, arriving at Portsmouth to fit out im-
mediately for foreign service, four® sail of the line and two
frigates, and for Sir Alexander Hood to take the command
of them, he shifted his flag to the Royal Sovereign. They
were ta be joined by the Orion, of 74 guns, Captain C.
Chamberlayne, off Plymouth: a detachment of this intended
fleet afterwards sailed, without any flag officer, and shortly
returned into port:—the subsequent conduét of Spain pre-
vented this, and other more formidable preparations from
reaching their intended destination. Sir Alexander after-
wards again hoisted his flag in the London, as second to
Lord Howet in the Channel, on board of which ship 1t
was flying in 1791.

On the 1st of February 1793, Sir Alexander Hood was
advanced Vice Admiral of the Red, and was expected to have
gone aut in the Royal George, as commander in chief of the
squadron destined for the protection of Barbadoes and the
Leeward Islands. During this year his flag continued on
board the Royal George, with a command under Earl
Howe in the western squadron. On the 1st of June 1794 {
and the preceding days, this gallant ship, in which he has
ever since continued, was particularly distinguished. She
commeneed the action on the 2gth of May, and, during that
on the ist of June, was exposed to an incessant and brisk
cannonade; the terror of which must have been considerably
increased by the cruel means, employed on that day by the
enemy, to give an unusual degree of savage destruction to the
dreadful artillery of death. Sir Alexander during the whole
of this action, displayed in frequent instances his great skill
and intrepidity: the foremast, with the fore and main-top
mast of the Royal George, were shot away, she had twenty

* Marlborough, 74, Captai» S. Cornish; Cumberland, 74, Captain Mac-
bride ; Ardent, 64, J. Vashon; Lion, 64, S. Finchj Mermaid, 32, C Col-
lingswood; Proserpine, 28, E. T. Smith.

+ On the 1 1th of May 1790, Earl Howe, and Admiral Barrington, kissed the
King's hand on being appointed to the command of the Channel fleet.

t On the 12th of April, 1794, bir Alesander Hood attained the rank of Ad-
miral of the Blue.
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men killed, and seventy-two wounded*. On his returm,
with the other flag officers and captains of this renowned
fleet, he was presented with the gold chain and medal, and
was afterwards created by patent, bearing date the 12th of
August following Baron Bridport of Crickett St. Thomas.

It was rather to be hoped than expeéted, that after so com=
plete a defeat of the enemy, this distingunished servant of his
Country, who justly merited the station he had honourably
attained, might possess an opportunity, when appointed
to the chief command, of gaining additional laurels from
the same Power, This, however, he enjoyed in the month
of June, 1795.—~We shall give an account of this glo-
rious aftion, from private letters which have not yet been
published, and shall reserve the principal part of Lord
Bridport’s Gazette letter for its proper place, in our His-
torical Narrative of Naval Actions during the present war.

“ We are now lying at single anchor at Spithead (June
12, 1795). The signal was made yesterday to prepare for
sailing, and we unmoored this morning. Our fleet + consists

* Officers on board the Royal George on the 1st of June 1794 :

William Domett - - Captain

John Draper = - - First Lieutenant
Thomas Ireland - - Second ditto
John Bazely -« - - Third ditto

James Newman - - Fourth ditto
Alexander Wilson - - Filth ditto

Henry Richard Glynn - - Sixth ditto
Archibald C. Dickson - - feventh ditto
George Heigham % - - Eighth ditto

Jobn West - - - Ninth ditto
Edward S. Reynolds - - Junior Licutenant
John Bamberough - - Master

Jomes Hall - - - Boatswain

Jehn Jacop - - - Carpenter

Dravid Appleton - - Gunner

John Henderson - - Purser

Richard Shepherd - - Surgeon

Rev. Philip Blundell - - Chaplain

Andiew Pilkington - - Lieutenant of Marines

John Smith - = - Ditto
* Tieutenant Heigham was killed on the 29th of May. Mr. John Hughes,
smidelupman, shared the same fate.

* Alint of this flect, with the names of the different commanders, is inserted
i the thind number of Naval Ancedotes.
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of fourteen sail of the line, five frigates, two fireships, one
hospital ship, and a lugger.—On the 22d, at four o’clock in
the morning, being in latitude 47° 4 N. and longitude 4° 16
W, Belle Isle bearing E. by N, half N. 14 leagues, the
frigates made the signal for a strange fleet, which we soon
discovered to he the French. They were then right a-head
of us, but the wind shifting in their favour, brouglit them,
on our weather bow. At six, the admiral made the follow=
ing signals for chase: the Sans Pareille, Colossus, Valiant,
Russel, Irresistible, and Orion; and at seven the signal was
out for a general chase. The enemy at this critical moment
had all sail set. We continued in chase all day, and the
ensuing night, with very little wind, until three next
morning, when, to our great joy, there sprung up a fine
breeze. At four we discovered the Isle de Groais upon our
lee bow ; by six the Orion and Irresistible were well up witl
the Alexander, and began to engage. A short time after-
wards the Queen Charlotte got up; when her gallant and
since lamented commander, Sir A. S. Douglas, instantly
opened a tremendous and well-direted fire on both sides.
The Russel, by a quarter past six, was also pretty well up,
but did not begin to fire until she got abreast of the Queen
Charlotte, to windward of her, when she opgned 2 most
spirited broadside. The Russel, as she passed, engaged
several ships that were together, particularly the Alexander,
who was to leeward. In about a quarter of an hour, one of
the ships, which the Russel had engaged, took fire on ths
poop, and in a short time her mizen mast went overboard,
when she bore up and struck: this ship was the Formidable,
of 74 guns. The Sans Pareille and Colossus had now been
in action nearly twenty minutes. After the Formidable had
taken fire, the smolke cleared up to leeward, and we perceived
the Alexander had also struck. By this time we were got
some distance into the Bay: all the braces, preventer braces,
and rigging of the Russel were much cut; but we wore ship,
and engaged about half an hour longer, when we were
obliged to haul off to repair our damages, and reeve fresh
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braces. When we had got our good old ship into 4 ma<
nageable state, which we were not able to accomplish under
a quarter of an hour, we made sail to renew the engagement.
The Royal George passed us, and desired we would go to
Iceward of her, which we did, and then hauled up to fulfil
our wishes: but before we could come into aftion, the
Royal George had got close up alongside Le Tigre, and
having engaged her about three minutes, she bore up and
struck. Lord Bridport then advanced, with his usual spirit,
and engaged again; firing at the same time at the French
three decker, and keeping up an heavy fire on both sides.
We also were by this time up, and engaging again ; when the
admiral, not thinking it prudent to advance any farther into
the bay, as the enemy had already opened a battery upon us
from the shore, bore up, and passing to leeward, whilst we
were firtng, gave us three cheers. About nine o’clock the
firing cezsed on both sides; when Admiral Gardner, in the
Qucen, made our signal to take possession of the Tigre.
‘We accordingly hoisted out our boats and boarded her : but
were obliged to make the signal to the Admiral of not
being able to take her in tow, as our braces preventer
braces, and bowlines, were mostly shot away, and the sails
and running rigging were again very much cut. The French
fired red hot shot, and what they call Langrage shoz: they
fired very high, and aimed chiefly at the masts and rigging,
‘We had only one man killed in the action ; two died soon
afterwards of their wounds. The Tigre had three hundred
men killed and wounded j the others suffered in proportion.
The remainder of the enemy’s fleet made their escape into
L’Orient. On the 14th of July our prizes¥*, the Tigre
Formidable, and Alexander, arrived at Flymouth. The
Alexander received considerable damage ; both her stern and
sides are full of holes. Sir J. B. Warren’s squadron of three

* The Tigre, 80 guns, is at present commanded by Sir Sydney Smith. The
Formidable, now the Belleisle, is repairing at Portsmouth. The Alexander,

formerly taken from us by a French squadron in November 1794, waa 1n the
action off the Nile corumanded by Captain A. J, Bull.
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Iine of battle ships and one frigate, were put into the order
of battle by Lord Bridport, on his receiving intelligence of
the force of the enemy, but could not come up until the
action was entirely over. On the day after the action, Mr.
Keith Stewart, a midshipman on board the Queen Charlotte,
being induced by fatal curiosity to go over the ship’s side to
the carpenters, who were emiployed in stopping the shot
holes, lost his hold and fell overboard. Every assistance
was immediately given, but without success. He was the
eldest son of the late Vice Admiral, the Honourable, Keith
Stewart; a very promising young man, sincerely regretted
by every one.”

An action more to the credit of the noble admiral who
conducted it, or of those officers, who fought under him,
never was achieved ; and, accordingly, this glorious victory
is highly estimated by professional men. It certainly merits
its due share of glory amid the victories of the present
period, whose [ustre can alone be abated by the injudicious
comparisons of the ignorant, or those improper suggestions,
which have in view to elevate a part above the rest. The
column, that records the naval renown of the present war,
should publish to all the world, the continued series of success
we have experienced under the blessing of God, and should
establish what is alone the truth :—that all in their conse=
quences, and at the different periods in which they were gained,
have equal claims upon this country: the accomplishment of each,
in its order, has put the nation in a condition o attain the vifiory
in succession. The difference between the English and French
fleets we have already stated * in a preceding number.

So near the coast was the British fleet during the above
action, that the pilot on board the Royal George absolutely
refused to proceed : when the gallant Lord Bridport, whose
skill is alone equalled by his intrepidity, took charge of the
ship himself. They who know the peculiar dangers of the

# Naval Chron. No. ii.p 157. Lord Bridport had fourteen sail of the line,

opposed to twelve, and two razces of 56 guns each. Five English frigates 1o
eleven of the Frenchs.

Wal. 1. o0
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French coast, will best appretiate such an act of valour.
Five of the French captains were broke for not taking the
Queen Charlotte.

Lord Bridport, in his letter, says:=—¢ T beg also to be al-
lowed to mark my approbation, in a particular manner, of
Captain Domett’s conduct, serving under my flag, for his
manly spirit, and for the assistance 1 reccived from his aétive
and attentive mind. I feel likewise great satisfaction, in
doing justice to the meritorious condu of all the officers of
every class, as well as to the bravery of the seamen and sol-
diers in the Royal George, upon this event, and upon former
occasions.”

On the 315t of May* 1496, Lord Bridport was made a
peer of Great Britain. Since Lord Howe finally resigned
the command in the Channel, in 1797, he has continued to
hold it with great credit to himself and his Country. The
hardships he has endured, and still continues to endure, on
thatstation, can only be known to those who have experienced
the painful fatigue of so arduous a service, But it behoves
his countrymen in general to remember, that the salvation of
the city and port of London, the security of its commerce,
and the immediate safety of its inhabitants, all arise from the
patient watchings, and continued skill of this distinguished
veteran.

Lord Bridport, we believe, first learnt the principles of
the naval service under the patronage of Admiral Smith.
Few persons have exceeded his Lordship either in the merit
of professional duties, or the lustre of private virtues. Those,
who have served under his command, speak of him more
as a father than a superior officer. The following charalter
of him, which has appeared in a work of very considerable
merit, is as just as it is beautiful :

¢ That sturdie son of Neptune doth mine humour suite
right well : where’er his streamers flie, they so be-lorde it

* On the 15th of March 1796, Lord Bridport succeeded Earl Howe in the
civil office of Vice Admiral of Great Britain; and on the 1st of June, in the
same year, was advanced Admiral of the White.

+ Suflrages of Vortigern and Rowena, vol, i, page 100,
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o’er the element of waters, that not a single Gallique barque
will he permit to ride in suretie on it!—Roughe as the
blowinge tempest of the Northe is he afloate; but when on
shore, the milder influences prevaile againe, and swaye his
mind to calm urbanitie!”

The father of Capt, Alexander Hood, who was killed in the Mars,
is cousin to Lord Bridport, and resides principally on hi estate in
Dorsetshire. His Lordship has one sister, who is living ; but has no
family of his own. His patent is drawn out with remainder to Samuel
Haod, Esq. second son, and every other son or sons born after him, of
Henry Hood Esq. of Catherington in the county of Southampton
to Alexander Hood, Esq. captain in his Majesty’s navy, and to
Samuel Hood, Esq. captain in his Majesty’s navy, and their heirs male
respectively.

Arms.] Azure, 3 frett argent, on a chief, sable, three crescents,
argent, with a crescent for difference.

CresT.] On a wreath a Cornish chongh, sable.

SurrorTERs.] On the dexter side a merman proper, with 3
crown and trident, or; on the sinister, a mermaid, proper.

MoTTo.] Ventis secundise

Cuier Seat.] Crickett, near Chard, Somersetshire.

TO THE
EDITOR OF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE.

O
Sigr,

HE disinterested principle you have shewn, in ren-
dering justice to the memory of brave officers, whose
reputation had been sullied by the wicked arts of a calum-
niating or party spirit, will not be passed unnoticed. A
work conducted on such principles had besn long wanting.
As you request information from your friends, I have sent
same additional anecdotes of the brave and worthy Admiral,
who forms the subject of a Biographical Memoir in your
second number.
Admiral Knowles made the brother of the late Sir Edward Hughee
a lieutenant, and also commander. This gentleman foundered at sea on

the coast of North America. Admiral Knowles also made Sir Edward,
Hughes a post captain, Sir Edward went out to Jamaica to Admiral
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Knowles when a licutenant on half pay, passenger in a 40 gun ship, in
company with a Go gun ship. On their passage they attacked the
Golga, a Spanish 74 gun ship, that had a million sterling on board,
but during the aftion were beat off. Soon after the arrival of Sir
Edward Hughes at Jamaica, he was presented with a post commission
by Admiral Knowles, and sent on a cruize; where, from received ine
telligence, it might be expected he would fall in with some valuable
cargoes, Sir Edward by this cruize made soool.

Admiral Knowles, Mr. Bditor, was as worthy a man as ever lived,
and; as far as my judgment leads, I think he was as brave, and as able
an officer, as ever served his Majesty. e once, I remember, was
going to Portugal, had it not been opposed by his Royal Highness
William Duke of Cumberland : the terms offered him were 5000l per
annum ; two secretaries paid by the court ; and 1500l per annum, as
a pension for his wife and two children, during their lives.

The following particulars, in addition to what you have published
respecting the Porto Bello, Chagre, and Carthagena expeditions, under
Admiral Vernon, you may depend upon as authentic.

Just before Mr. Knowles sailed with the remforcement from Ja-
maicz, he pressed all the men he was able to procure from the merchant
vessels, one of which was commanded by Mr. Arthur Forrest, This
gentleman came and requested that his men might be liberateds  Mr,
Knowles perceiving that he was well acquainted with the West Indies,
and possessed much information, took him into his ship, and intro-
duced him to the admiral. Mr. Forrest was thus induced to enter
into the King’s service ; and was immediately made a lieutenant by
Admirsl Vernon. The subsequent gallant conduct of Mr. Forrest
did credit to the discernment of Mr, Knowler; who had always con-
siderable pleasure in having been thus instrumental in bringing so brave
a man into public notice. From this period they lived on terms of the
sincerest {riendship. Mr. Forrest died an admiral,

When governor of Louisbourg, Mr. Knowles had the command
both by sea and land. 'The army amounted to about four thousand
men, Instead of corporal punishment, he made the soldiers work at
clearing the woods, and making roads for miles up the country: for
the place, being surrounded with wood, was unhealthy; and thus
besides, a screen was formed, which greatly assisted the Indiansin
making any sudden attack, Mr. Knowles kept open table for the
officers of the garrison and naval officers; and so attentive was this
worthy charaéter to the comfort of the private men, that he sent for a
considerable sum in halfpence from England, which he advanced for
their convenience. An order from government arriving to make some
stoppages in the soldiers’ allowaice, a mutiny in consequence took
place in the garrison. Mr, Knowles having reccived instant informa-
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tion of this, and having held a conference with some superior officers
then present, determined to go to them himself, attended only by his
secretary. Having therefore put on his sword, he walked down to
the guard-house: the soldiers were in arms, and instantly presented
them towards him. Mr. Knowles, perfeétly cool and colleGed, waved
his hat, and desiring them to attend to him, addressed them nearly
as follows :

“ Tou may perceive that I approach you solely as a friend. I have
not attempted to use force, nor havve I employed any hostile means to reduce
you unto reason. I wwish only to remind you that you are soldiers, and
that I am your commander. If you have any complaint to make; if you
bawe any grievances to bring forward; is it possible that you can suppose
the means you now employ are in the least likely to obtain you redress ?
Will they not, on the contrary, involve you in disgrace ? I pledge myself,
on your immediate return to duty, to represent your complainis to goversa
ment.  Nay more, in consideration of the severity of the climate, I avill
continue the allowance as Jormerly, until I receive insiruétions from Eng-
land : but rest assured, should fresh orders arrive to enforce the new re
gulations, they shall be enforced to the utmost of my power. This ani-
mated harangue was received as might be expeéted—the soldiers threw
down their arms, and gave three cheers.

At another time, intclligence having been sent to Mr. Knowles, in
the depth of winter, that the French intended to attack Cape Breton
by land, he immediately ordered Captain Clark Gayton, of the Comet
bomb, to hold himself in readiness to put to sea without delay. Cap-
tain Gayton, knowing that the harbour was frozen up, could hardly
trust his ears, and declared he shook himself to be assured he was
awake. He however instantly complied, and prepared to obey his
orders.—At this time, the Comet’s sails were unbent, the yards and
topmasts struck, and the booms on the ice on either side. Different
people had already been constantly employed, who were appointed
to cut holes, at certain distances in the ice across the harbour :—
but Mr. Knowles’s intentions were kept so profound a seciet,
no one could find out what they were done for. In the morning
the artillery men came down to the harbour, and carried on the
1ce a number of cags of gunpowder, fixed on small stages, and num=
bered; the cags had fusees of different lengths, so calculated, that
being successively lowered, with their stages, through the holes in the
ice, on the first of the tide of ebb falling, they all exploded together,
A channel was thus cleared in the harbour; the ice was six feet thick,
Captain Gayton, now enabled to ship his cables, satled with an express
to Boston for a reinforcement.—The ditches of the fortification were
kept clear of ice by Mr, Knowles in the same manner; but no attack
tock place,
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Agion of the Havannah,

Previous to his meeting the Spanish fleet, Mr. Knowles, as soon as
they came in sight, declared that whatever his share of prize money
might amount to, it should be divided among the foremast men of the
fleet. This amounted to zocol. which was distributed as he had
promised. Some months before this event, when he made the attack
on Port Louis, he gave the sailors his share of prize money, which
amounted to the same sum of 3ocol. He thus bestowed 6ocol. ta
reward the exertions of those who fought under him. Such a zeal
did he possess for the honour of the service, and so regardless was he
of his own emolument! It is painful to remember that this man
should, in his old age, be embarrassed in his circumstances, and dig

oor.

F When Mr. Knowles was governor of Jamaica, he put an end to the
rebellion of the free~or wild negroes; and entered into an agreement
with them, that they should make roads of considerable dimensions to
all their negro towns. ‘This measure greatly tended to forward any
military operations against them, in case of a future rebellion. Mr.
Knowles appointed the most respeftable of their chiefs to preside
over the rest ; he also gave the men badges to wear in the king's
name: if any of the negroes ran away from the different estates,
and tack shelter in their towns, on delivering them up, either alive or
dead, they were to receive a reward accordingly. Mr. Knowles vi-
sited in person the several negro towus, and gave the chiefs presents
of clothes, &c. out of his own pocket, independent of what was given
by government. In his capacity of chancellor, he decided one
hundred and eighteen causes: to all these only three appeals were
made. 'This was so much noticed by many great law lords in Eng-
land, that when Mr. Knowles returned home, his friend Lord Gran«
ville said to him, in presence of another of his friends, Mr. Hume
Campbell, afterwards Lord Register, We Enew you awere an able com-
manders but did not imagine you awould make so good a chancellor. If
Mr. Knowles would have continued governor of Jamaica, the council
and assembly offered to increase his salary to 10,000l. a year, During
his stay he built several fortifications, and repaired others,

1 am, Mr. Editor,
Your obedient humble servant,

L.
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NANTES IN GURGITE VASTO!

o, III.

HE following anecdote was forwarded to us by an officer in the
action off the Nile, and we believe has not been communicated
to the Public:
 On the 1st of August, when the Vanguard anchored alongside
Le Spartiate, she became exposed to the raking fire of L’Aquilon,
the next ship in the enemy’s line; by which the Vanguard had
between fifty and sixty men disabled in the space of ten minutes.
Owing, howevery to the gallant and judicious manner, in which
Captain Louis took his station ahead of the Vanguard, the Minotaur,
not only effeCtually relieved her from this distressing situation, but
overpowered her opponent.  Lord Nelson felt so grateful to Captam
Louis for his condu&, on this important occasion, that about nine
o'clock, while yet the combat was raging with the utmost fury, and
he himself was suffering severely in the cockpit, from the dreadful
wound in his head ; he sent for his first lieutenant Mr. Capel, and, or-
dering him to go on board the Minotaur, in the jolly boat, desired
Captain Lounis would come to him ; for that he could not have a
moment’s peace, until he had thanked him for his conduét : adding,
this is the bundredth aud twenty=fourth time I have been engaged, but I
beleve it is mow nmearly owver awith me, The subsequent meeting
which took place between the admiral, and Captain Louis, was affect~
ing in the extreme. The latter hung over his bleeding friend in
silent sorrow.—* Farewell, dear Louis,” said the admiral, ¢ I shall
never forget the obligation I am under to you, for your brave and
generous condu& and now, whatever may become of me, my mind
is at peace.”

sl P
AN HINT,
MR. EDITOR,
If you think the following hint worthy of your notice, it is much

at your service.
Your constant reader,

NELSONAUMACHIA.

It has been a subje& of much complaint, that the ships which have
been bult of late years, are not so durable as those constructed at the
close of the last century, or the beginning of the present. It has
been alledged as the cause, that the timber now used is much inferior
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to what it was formerly: but this opinion I could never bring my
mind to acquiesce in. On my inquiring of people, conversant in naval
archite@ure, I find that the mode of building now in use, is in itself
entirely different. About sixty or seventy years ago, the method was
introduced of warping planks to the timbers by the means of steam,
whereas before that time, it was done by fire.  This appears to be the
real cause : when planks are applied warm, and much saturated with
water, to the timbers, they necessarily exude in a wonderful manner;
and, if I am corre& in my conjerture, a fermentation must take place
between the planks and the timbers; and certainly where there is a
fermentation, a Caries must succeed.
[ e I
Dimensions of the Spanisu Snirs taken by Eare St. ViNcEnT
on the 14th of February 179;.

Length of
Gurz. | Gun Deck. | Bieadth, Depth. Tonse
Fi. In. Ft. In. Fr. In.
San Josef 11z [ 195 3| 55 o 24 5| 2306
Salvador del Mundo iz [ igr 5| 54 8| 23 2| 240%
San Nicholas 80 {8ryo| 50 1| 20 2| 1g86
San Ysidro 94 176 11| 49 5| 20 1| 3824
™
The following is the List of Shipping possessed by the United States :
Guns, Guns.
United States 44 | Herald 18
Constitution 44 | Portsmouth 24
Constellation 30 | Pinckney 18
Ganges 24 | Norfolle 18
Delaware 20 | Richmond 13
Montezuma 20 | Merimack 24
Baltimore 20 | Retaliation Galley 14
General Washington 24
Eight revenue cutters,
BUILDING.
General CGreene 24 | Two at New York, each 44
Connedlicut 24 | One at Philadelphia 44
Adams 24 | One at Norfolk 36
One at Boston 24 | One at Portsmouth 44
Two at Baltimore, each 18 | One at Middletown 32
One at Charlestown 24 | One at Warren (R. L.} 3%
One at Salem 32 | One at Boston 36
Ll W

ExtracT of a Letter from Caprain Tronrore, while he com-
manded the GLATTON ¥, o Joun WELLSs, Esq.

T have the pleasure of telling you, the Glatton sails as well as the line

of battle ships in general do, and in every other respect is a perfet

man of war, We found her in the late engagemeat very strong, and the

* The Glatton was built for the Tndia service, with iron hanging knees; had
been two voyages there, and was one of shose taken up, on the cmergency of
government, in the year 1793.

4
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firing of her guns did not hurt in the Jeast.  We have tried her last
winter well, in as hard gales of wind as ever I saw. She is re=
markably tight, and, take Her altugether, in every respet is the best
ship I ever was in. I have many thanks to give you for the great
justice you did the ship in fitting her out, and also to Mr. Hayward
for his attention to us. I sincerely hope, in our next cruise, we may
meet with a seventy-four in the Glatron, and I can venture to
say now, that I think she would either take or sink herin twenty
minutes,
17th August 1996, HENRY TROLLOPE.
Joux Weirrs, Esq.

Tl

PRIZE ES5AYS,
For the Preservation of the Lives of Shipwrecked Marinersy by the
Royal Humane Society.
FOSEPH THOMPSON, Esg. and P. in the Chair.

Prize Question.

I For the best essay on the means of preserving mariners from
shipwreck : poiniting out the most probable method of keeping the
¥essel afloat ; and also of conveying assistance from shore to vesscls
in distress, within a moderate distance of land, and when boats dare
not venture out to their aid —TEN GUINEAS.

II. For the second best essay in point of merit—fFIVE GUINEAS,

Regulations,

The essays are to be transmitted to Dr. Hawes, Spital-square, on
or before the third week in March 1799, in a scaled packet, with some
device on the outside, and within the name and designation of the
authors.

The Treasurer acknowledges to have received several dissertations
on preserving the lives of the shipwrecked, The candidates are ine
formed that the determination of their merits will be vested in a com-
mittee of directors, and the piizes adjudged the second weck in Aprils
The successful essays will be published by the society, and the others
returned on the application of their respective authors.

The dissertatioss, &c. transmitted to the Humane Society, afford a
reasonable hope that the premiums, on the above important prize
question, will considerably diminish such dreadful aud fatal disasters
on our coasts, so as to be productive of certain safety to individuals,
and to prove truly beneficial to the public.

JOHN BEAUMONT, Rec. AnD S&C.
Fan. 1798,

Tiol, L. PP
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FreeT under the command of Lorp BaipporT on the 23d of

Ships.
Royal George
Queen Charlotte
Prince of Wales
London

Queen

Barfleur
Prince George
Prince

Sans Pareille

Irresistible
Orion
Colossus
Russell
Vahant

Revolutionaire
‘Thalia

Aquilon

Astrea

Babet

Charon hospital ship

Incendiary
Megzra

Guns.
100
100

93
98
98
%
g8
23

74
74
74
74
74

44
a6
9%
32
22
44

14
14

June 17g5.
Captains,
Admiral Lord Bridport.
Captain W. Domett.

Captain Sir Andrew Snape Douglas.

3 Rear Admiral Harvey.
Captain Bazely.
Captain Griffith,

Vice Admiral Sir A. Gardner.

Caprain Bedford.
Captain J. R. Dacres.
Captain W. Edge.
Captain C. P Hamilton.

{Captain Lord Hugh Seymour,

Captain Browell,
Captain Grindall.

Captain Sir James Saumarez.

Captain Monckton.
Captain Thomas Larcom.
Captain Joseph Larcom.

FRIGATES.
Captain Francis Cole.
Captain Lord H. Powlett.
Captain R. Earlow.
Captain R, Lane.
Captain Codringten.
Captain Lock.

FIRE SHIFS.
Captain Draper.
Captain Blackwood.

QOne lugger.

The Frencu Fleet consisted of

Le Peuple

Le Nestor

1.a Redoutahle
Le Mutius

Le Tigre (taken)
Le Fongueux

La Zche

La Virginie
1.a Regeneree
La Fidelle
La Nante

La Dreade
La Proserpine

CORVETTES.
La Constance
La Senseuse.

La Peuleerre
Le Dragon

120 | Le Formidable (taken)
8o | Le Jean Bart

8o | Les Liroits de I'Homme
80 | Alexander (taken)

80 | La Voistenue

8o | La Brave (razee)

74 ! La Sczvola (razee)

FRIGATES,

L’Insurgeante
La Fraternitee
La Fortitude
Le Renard

La Cocarde.

BRIGS,
La Talente
Le Papillon,
CUTTERS.
La Montagne.
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EXTRAORDINARY APPEARANCE IN THE TIDE AT PLYMOUTH.

On the morning of July 17, 1793, between seven and eight o’clock,
the tide flowed into the harbour in a very unusual and rapid manner.
It rose two feet perpendicular in nine minutes, and as rapidly receded
again : this it did three times in the space of less than an hour, It
ran so very swift in the pool, that it was impossible for a fast rowing
boat to make head against it ; one vessel lost her bowsprit by being
run foul of by another, and became perfectly unmanageable, owing to
the rapidity of the current. Nothing of the kind had been observed

since the great earthquake at Lisbon, when the tide flowed and ebbed
nearly in the same extraordinary manner.

Nl ™
SINGULAR PHENOMENON IN THE RIVER DE LA PLATA,

In 1793, the waters of this river were forced in the month of April,
by a most violent current of wind to the distance of tenleagues, so that
the neighbouring plains were entirely inundated, and the bed of the river
was left dry.  Ships which had been sunk in the river for upwards of
thirty years were uncovered ; and, among others, an English vessel,
which was cast away in the year 1762. Several persons repaired to the
bed of the river, on which they could walk about without wetting their
feet, and returned laden with silver and other riches, which had been
long buried under the water. This pheenomenon, which may be
ranked among the grand revolutions of nature, continued three days ;

at the end of which the wind ceased, and the water returned with
great violence to its natural bed.

In 1793 there was discovered, near the harbour of Rutland in
Ireland, a large ship sunk about three feet below the surface of the
water at low tide. Four brass cannon were got up from the wreck ;
and, from the marks on them, it is believed to be one of the vessels of
the famous Spanish Armada, many of which, according to history,
were lost on the western coast of Ireland.

Al
‘TO THE EDITOR CF THE NAVAL CHRONICLE
Sie,

AS the Weazle and Nautilus sloops of war have been lost nearly at
the same time, it may perhaps be worthy of remark, that Captain H.
Gunter, who commanded the last, when she was lost, had also the
command of the formerin 1795, ‘The Weazle was wrecked off Barn-
staple, the Nautilus off Flamborough Head. The latter has been
particularly active this war, having, since Captain Gunter commanded
her, captured L’Adolphe French lugger privateer of 1z guns in May
1797 ; the Sirenne cutter of 6 guns off the coast of Norway in June
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the Legere brig of 10 guns, on the 4th of April 17¢8 ; the Bratalla
lugger of 6 guns in the North Seas, June the 12th ; and the Klyne
Sperver, Dutch vessel of 6 guns, July 2d, all privateers, The fol-
lowing dimensions may be acceptable to your readers.

The Nautilus sloop was built at Ttchenor in 1784. Length of
gun deck, 100 feet g} inches ; of keel, 84 feet 35 inches ; breadth,
27 feet g} inches ; depth in hold, 12 feet g% inches ; tons, 34515 ;
125 men, and mounted 16 guns.

The Weazle sloop was built at Sandwich in 1483, Length of
gun deck, 78 feet 11 inches ; of keel, 6o feet $ inches ; breadth, 35
feet ; depth in hold, 1o feet 10} inches ; tons, 20154 ; go men, and
mounted 1z guns,

P gl
SraTeEmMENT of the Navar Force of Grear Britain from the
beginning of the present War.

In Jone 1793, In JuNe 1796.
Ships of the line 157 | Ships of the line 170
Filties 22 | Fifties 27
Frigates 136 | Frigates 198
Sloops 105 | Sloops 2:5
Total 420 Total Goo

In Juwe 1794 In Junz 1597.
S]_lips of the line 152 | Ships of the line 175
Fifties 22 | Fifties 25
Frigates 148 | Frigates 206
Sloops 120 | Sloops 33
Total 442 Total 7og

In Juwe 1793, Tn June 1798
Ships of the line 156 | Ships of the line 188
Fifties 34 | Fifties 27
Frigates 179 | Frigates 217
Sloops 173 | Sloops 343
Total 542 Total 797

It will be found by this statement, that from the commencement of
the present war, to last June, three hundred and fifty-seven sail have
been added to our navy ; since which, with the several gallant actions
which have taken place, our force has been increased to

194 sail of the line
26 filties

234 frigares

331 sloops

In all—sEVEN HUNDRED AND EIGHTY-FIVE SAIL.
That the British Navy may stilt augment its numbers and strength,
is the earnest wish of, Mr, Editor,

Your sincere friend,
F o4 %%,



PROCEEDINGS OF
HIS MAJESTY’S SHIP THE ORION ¥,

JOHN THOMAS DUCKWORTH, EsQ. COMMANDER,

And his Observations during the Actions of the 28th and 2gth of
May, and 1st of Fune, 1794.

May 28°AT eight A. M. on the 28th of May, standing to

the S. E. with the wind at S. S. W. a frigate,
nearly ahead of the admiral, made the signal for a strange
fleet; a few minutes after, the Bellerophon made the same
signal, but could not distinguish the Compass Flag. At ten
minutes past eight, the admiral made the Bellerophon’s signal
to reconnoitre the strange fleet in view j—at twenty minutes,
for seeing the enemy ; at thirty minutes, for the fleet to pre=-
pare for action. About half past nine, the Bellerophon’s sig-
nal was made to shorten sail; at thirty-six minutes past ten,
for the whole fleet to wear, and come to the wind on the lar-
board tack; and at ten minutes past eleven, that the ships
companies would have time to dine.

May 29, P. M. At fifty minutes past one P M. on the
2gth of May, the signal was made to attack the rear of the
enemy ; at fifty five minutes, for the fleet to chase. At two
o’clock, to engage the enemy as arriving up with them ; at
five minutes past three, to tack in succession ; at half past
foury for each ship to carry a light during the night; at
twenty minutes past six, to attack and harass the rear of the
enemy ; at twenty-five minutes, the same was repeated, with
one gun ; at five minutes past seven, to engage the rear of
the enemy ; at twenty minutes, to keep sight of them, and
make known their motions ; at twenty-three minutes, to
assist ships engaged,—with one gun:—the Russell’s and
Marlborough’s Pendants were now thrown out, and at half

* The Crion, since commanded by Sir James Saumarez, has been in all the
principal actions of the present war, excepting that of Lord Duncan.
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past scven, the signal was made to form the line of battle as
most convenient ;—at forty-five minutes to recal from chase,
the Bellerophon and Marlborough then firing at the enemy,
as also several others, with a smart cannonading ; but could
not distinguish what ships they were, from our distance.
Between nine and ten o’clock, intending to go ahead, was
prevented by the admiral’s hailing, and directing us to keep
astern : hauled the main-sail up, and kept in the admiral’s
wake during the night.

Alay 29, A. M. At fifty-five minutes past three, A. M.
on the 2gth of May ¥, the signal was made to form the line
of battle, as most convenient. We accordingly made sail,
and hauted to windward to go ahead of the admiral, and
form the line :—formed in the van, the Casar leading, the
Queen second, the Russell third, the Valiant fourth, the
Royal George fifth, the Invincible sixth, and the Orion
seventh. At fifty-eight minutes past three, the signal was
made to recal all cruisers ; at seven, to prepare to tack in suc-
cession ; at twenty minutes, to pass between the enemy’s line
1o obtain the weather gage ; at thirty minutes, the fleet at
liberty to fire at the enemy on passing them, though not in-
tending to bring them to a general action immedately. At
fifteen minutes past ¢ight, the signal was out for the Casar
to make more sail ; at thirty five minutes, the same was re-
peated ; and at thirty-five minutes past eleven, the signal was
made to tack mn succession.

May 30, P. M. At twenty-five minutes past twelve, P. M.
(May 30) thesignal was made to prepare to attack in succes-
sion ; andat five minutes past one, the Ceesar madethe signal
of inability, At twenty-five minutes, the admiral made the
signal to pass between the enemy’s line to obtain the weather
gage; and at twenty-two minutes after two, to tack in suc-
cession.—The Czsar wore, and went under our lee; the

* We inform such of our readers, as a1e not conversant with marine terms,

that the day af sea beginsat 12 o’clock at noon. From thence to 12 at night

ir consequently styled P. M.—and from 12 at night, to the next day at noon,
A M.
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Queen tacked, and was followed by the Russell, who wore;
the Valiant wore also, and passed under our lee ; the Royal
George tacked; the Invincible and Orion wore and fol-
lowed, the Queen leading s the Russell, Royal George,
Invincible, and Orion, passed part of the centre, and the
whole of the enemy’s rear, excepting the last ship, which
we passed to windward of, Observed the Queen Charlotte
pass through the enemy’s line to windward of us. At
thirty-five minutes past two, the Queen, Royal George,
Russell, and Invincible, were to leeward ; the two former
made the signal to lie by to repair damages. At fifty
minutes, the Royal Sovereign’s signal was made to tack in
succession, and at fifty-five minutes for the flect to chase.
Being in too disabled a state to obey this signal, and ob-
serving a French line of battle ship in an ungovernable con-
dition to leeward, bore down on her, and placing ourselves
close on her lee quarter, with the main topsail aback, gave her
two broadsides.

The Barfleur being ahecad of ws, and on the starboard
tack, under full sail, 1 thought it necessary to bear up for
her, which occasioned our getting too far astern to renew
our attack. Observed the Barfleur firing into the line of
battle ship we had left, Hauled our wind on the starboard
tack, and began to reeve new braces, &c. &c. At lhilty
minutes past three, the signal was made to close round the
admiral, or divisional commanders ; at fifty-five minutes, to
come to the wind on the starboard tack in succession ; at
five minutes past four, to form the line of battle as most
convenient 3 at twenty minutes, ships to windward more
particularly ; at twenty-five minutes, the Royal George to
come to the wind on the starboard tack, and form the line
of battle as most convenient 3 at fve, to recal ships chasing
west ; at five minutes past, to form the line of battle as
most convenient, ships to windward more particularly ; at
twenty minutes past, to come to the wind on the larboard
tack ; at thirty-five minutes past five, to form the line of
battle on the larboard line of bearing ; at forty minutes past,

4
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the Royal George, Queen, and Cesar, to do the same : at
forty-eight minutes to annul the same ; at ten minutes past
siz, for the Caesar to form the line of battle on the larboard
Iine of bearing ; at twenty minutes past, for the whole fleet
to do the same : the Orion answered with inability, having
all her rigging cut to pieces.

May 30, A. M.—At ien o’clock, A. M. the fog clearing up,
we saw the enemy broad to leeward. At four minutes past
ten, the signal was made to form the order of sailing in two
divisions ; at thirteen minutes, the starboard division to
keep in the admiral’s wake ; at twenty minutes past, the
admiral’s interrogatory whether the ships were in condition
to renew the action : answered ia the affirmative by all the
fleet except the Cmsar. At forty minutes past ten, the signal
was made to prepare to come to the wind on the larboard tack ;
at fifty-five minutes, to come to the wind on the same ; at
el:ven, the ships to keep in closer order to the van; atthirty-
five minutes past, the Russell made the signal for having
sprung a lower mast or yard ; at twelve o’clock, the Casar
made the signal of ability to renew the action.

May 31, P. Mc—Came on foggy again,and we lost sight of
the enemy.

Fune 1, P. Mi—Discerned the French fleet bearing
N.N. W. At forty minutes past ome, P. M. the admiral
made the signal, for the fleet to make sail, after lying by ; at
forty-five minutes past one, to alter courseto W.N. W,
At ten minutes past three, to prepare to haul the wind on
the larboard tack together ; at thirty-two munutes past, to
form the line of battle on the larboard line of bearing ; at
thirty-eight minutes past, the fleet to keep in closer order te
the van ; at fifty minutes past, the larboard division to zlter
course to N. N. W. (at fifteen minutes past four, the Royal
Sovereign made the Cewsar’s signal to alter course to N. W.)
at twenty-five minutes past four, the Brunswick to make
imore sail; at half past four, the fleet to alter course, two
points to port, together. At fifty-five minutes past four,
the signal was made for the van to prepare to engage the
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enemy’s van; at five minutes past five, the centre to prepare
to engage the enemy’s centre ; at fourteen minutes past, to
alter course to N. W. by W. together ; at twenty minutes
past, for the rear to prepare to engage the enemy’s rear. At
half past six, the admiial made the signal for the Venus to
Come within hail ; at forty-three minutes past, for each ship
to carry a light during the night, and repeat signals ; at fifty-
five minutes, to come to the wind on the larboard tack; at
twenty-two minutes past seven, for the rear to make more
sail. At twenty-five minutes past seven, the Southampton
hailed wus, and informed, that the admiral would carry the
same sail during the night, and desired us to keep a little
to windward of his wake, and to carry as many reefs out of
the topsails, as were consistent with safety. Observed the
admira] at that time to be under single-reefed topsails, fore-
sail, jib, and main topmast stay-sail.

Fune 1, A, M.—At four o’clock, A. M. the admiral made
the signal for the van to close to the centre; at ten minutes
past four, The Latona made the signal for a strange fleet,
bearing North. At half past four, the admiral made the
signal for the fleet to alter course N. W. and at a quarter
past six, the same to North; at twenty-five minutes past, for
the fleet to close ; ata quarter past sever, to haul the wind on
the larboard tack together; at twenty-three minutes, that
the admiral intended to pass through the enemy’s line, and
engage them to leeward ; at five minutes past cight, the van
to close tc the centre; at seventeen minutes, to make sail
after lying by; at thirty-two minutes, for each ship to pre-
pare to engage her opponent; at forty-six minutes past
eight, for the Gibraltar, Brunswick, Russell, and Culloden,
to make miore sail; at fifty minutes past, the Royal Sove-
reign, and Royal George, made the signal to enterchange
places in the line, but could not distinguish the pendants
with whom such change was to take place. At a quarter
past mine, the admiral made the signal to engage close; at
twenty minutes to make more sail, and at tes, to chase.

Tal. L. QQ
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When the signal for each ship to engage her opponent was
made, the Queen, Valiant, and Orion, beingclose together,
hailed cach other, and agreed in the eighth, ninth, and
tenth chips, as their proper opponents. At this time, the
enemy’s line filled, and made sail. The Queen hailed us,
and though not distinétly heard, from the heavy fire, judged
it was to make sail. Hauled on board the main tack, and
found the main sheet shot away, which prevented our trim-
ming. The enemy’s line making sail, caused our taking the
seventh ship from their rear. Bore down as close as possible
without boarding, and observed the Queen, our second, bear
up for the fifth, which was a three decker. Some time after
observed the Brunswick on our starboard bow, between two
French line of battle ships, three were between us and the
Brunswick, so that we could not cut the line to assist her.
At half past ten, the two ships we were engaging bore up,
when the masts of one went overboard ; which enabled us
to oppose our broadside to one coming up on our quarter.
At this time our main topmast, which had gone some time
before, was hanging over on the starboard side, and carried
away half the main-top, and the main yard in the slings.
The wreck much impeded three guns on each deck; we
however continued firing until the enemy left us. As the
smoke dispersed, we perceived the Queen Charlotte, with
both her topmasts carried away, and otherwise much da-
maged; hauled up to support her, ohserving two of the
enemy’s line of battle ships bearing down upon her, under
full sail: but the Gibraltar, Culloden, and other ships, in
apparent good order, hauling between us, prevented our in-
tentions.—Began to clear away the wreck, and to reeve new
braces, and bowlines, to the few remaining sails. At elewen
the admiral made the signal to form the line of battle, as
most convenient : endeavoured to keep near the admiral, not
being in a state to take our station in the line with safety,
At five minutes past eleven, the signal was made for the
Gibraltar, Culloden, Phacton, and Latona, to come within
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hail ; at twenty-five minutes, for the Montague, Majestic,
and Culloden, to form the line of battle as most convenient ;
at half past cleven, for the Leviathan to do the same ; at
forty-five minutes past, to wear, and come to the wind on
the larboard tack.

Fune 2, P. M.—At fourteen minutes past twelve, P. M.
the signal was made to close round the admiral, or divisional
commanders 3 at half past twelve, for the Culloden to come
within hail; at thirty~five minutes past, the Defence made
the signal of needing assistance in battle, she being totally
dismasted. At one o’clock, the signal was made to wear, and
come to the wind on the starboard tack. Observed ten of
the enemy’s ships forming in line of battle to leeward. The
Brunswick, from being to lee'vard, with her mizen mast
gone, was obliged to make sail away; discerned her some
time after, with studding sai!s set. The Queen, being to
leeward of our fleet,. with her main.mast gone, passed the
enemy’s line to windward, keeping up a continual fire.
Signals were now made for frigates, tenders, &c. to come
within hail; at twenty-five minutes past swo, to make sail
after lying by, and form the line of battle as most convenient ;
at forty-five minutes, the Gibraltar and Thunderer to stay
by prizes E. N, E. At eighteen minutes past t/r¢e, the
signal was made by the admiral for the Royal Severeign to
keep in the' admiral’s wake; and at half past three, to recal
ships chasing east. Observing a French frigote standing up
to some of tucir dismasted ships, tlie admiral made the signal
to stay by prizcs, and repeated the same at thirty-five minutes
past four. At thirty-five minutes past five, the Royal Scve-
reign made the signal that the enemy’s ships bearing W. N. W,
were not secured. At half pastsix, the Ramilics made the
signal for being in want of immediate assisstance; at forty-
six minutes past, the Russell made the signal for boats to
tow, or assist in distress. At fifty-four minutes past six, the
admiral made the signal for the fleet to bring to. At thirty=-
five minutes past Seven, the Aquilon made the signal fog
boats to taw, or assist in the N. E.
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Employed- refitting our sails and rigging. Observed the
enemy’s fleet bear up with their dismasted ships in tow,
which, we were prevented from following, by the scattered
and disabled state of our fleet. We found in our possession
seven sail of the line, totally dismasted, one of which sunk
ten minutes after hoisting British colours, which she did on
our firing a gun at her; she then also lowered a small sail
she had set on the stump of her foremast.—Tle boats of the
Alfred, and Culloden, employed in saving the crew of the
ship which had sunk.

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE VIL

HE design of Mr. Pocock, in this engraving, is to give
the public a clear idea of the situation of the British
fleet, in Lord Bridport’s glorious action off L’Orient ; the
particulars of which are detailed in the preceding memoir,
The view is taken from the N. W. at the close of the aétion,
half past nine, A. M. when the body of the enemy’s fleet were
got close in with Port Louis, and just before Lord Bridporg
made the signal to leave of chase.

In the centre is scen the Royal George, with the rest of
the fleet continuing the chase. The Tigre, having struck
her colours, and bore up, appears to the left: on the right, is
the Formidable and the Alexander. The Isle de Groias,
with Port Louis, and L’Orient, in distance, The English
ships 1n this, as well as in succeeding designs, being taken
from real sketches, may be considered as correét portraits.
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Capiain Vancounver’s Poyage of Discovery to the North Pacific Ocean,
and yound the World, principally with a View ty ascertain the Exist-
ence of any Nawigable Communication betaveen the North Pacifc and
North Atlantic Oceans,  Vol. I1. considered.  Pages, 5§04 5 Plates

{ Continued from Page 233.)

THE second volume of this interesting work, by no

means falls off, either in point of valuable astrono-
mical and nautical remarks, or judicious reflections, from the
preceding one. We perceive in every page, how much its
author deserved the high estimation in which he was held
by professional men ; nor can we withhold the praise which
is due to his brother Mr. John Vancouver, for the able manner
in which he has supplied the difficult task that devolved
upon him.

It has been objected by the public ¥ censors of literature,
whose high talents for criticism demand every attention to be
paid to their remarks, that the application of the name of
Narth West America, to the coast which Captain Vancouver
was employed to survey, is taking too much licence: the
Admiralty, in their instructions, give it the appellation of
the North West coast of America, which is less objection-
able; but the division of America into North and South,
having been long received and universally established, and by
that division, ail that region which is to the northward of
the Isthmus of Darien, being, strictly speaking, North Ame-
rica ; consequently, instead of North West America, the most
proper denomination would have been, the #estern Coast of
North America. Captain Cook’s last voyage is expressed, in
the title, to be for the purpose of determining the position
and extent of the West side of North America.

The second volume is divided, like tue first, into two
books, making the third and fourth of the work. 'The
first, contains their transactions at the two Spanish settle-

* Monthly Review, January, p- 49.
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ments in New Albion; the examination of Columbia river
occurrences on board the D#®dalus; murder of Lieutenant
Hergest at Woahoo ; second visit to the Sandwich Islands;
proposals for a general peace among the Indians, &c. The
time employed, was fiom the 15th of November 172, to the
3oth of March 1793. The next contains their second visit to
the North, their arrival at Nootka ; a most accurate survey
of the American coast, from Fitzhugh’s Sound to Cape De-
cision, and from Monterrey to the southern extent of their
intended investigation, with a brief account of the Spanish
settlements in New Albion. The time employed in this
book, is from the 3oth of March 1793, to the 14th of De-
cember in the same year.

Captain Vancouver’s visit to the mission of Santa Clara,
about go miles from St. Francisco, is well related. The
oak, as timber, in this country takes the lead. Une near
the establishment of Santa Clara measured 15 feet in girth,
and was high in proportion, and yet not considered by the
fathers as of an extraordinary size. The elm, ash, beech,
birch, and some varicty of pines, grow in the interior, and
more elevated parts of the country, in the greatest luxuriance
and abundance.

The providential escape of Mr. Hergest, late commander
of the Dedalus transport, and his crew from fire in De-
cember 1792, particularly claims the attention of the reader.
It will also serve as a future warning to mariners :

In one of these heavy squalls, about four o’clock the next morning,
they parted from their anchor and drove out of the Bay. 'The vessel
was scarcely clear of the points when Mr Hergest discovered the ship
to be on fire. 'They had all been prevented sleeping during the night,
by the ship having been full of smoke ; those, who had the watch on
deck, attributed this circumstance to the smoke having come from the
shore ; and this opinion, very inconsiderately and without reflection
had been generally adopted, until Mr. Hergest, after the ship had
cleared the points of the Bay, in going into the cabin, was cosvinced
that the smoke originated from a nearer and more alarming cause.
On lifting up the gun room scuttle, there immediately issued an im-
mense column of smoke, which left no doubt of their perilous situ~
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ation, as the fire was close to the magazine. Not a moment was lost
in getting out the powder, and putting it into a boat alongside, but
this was no easy task to perform ; as the gun room was extremely hot
and full of smoke, and the powder, very injudiciously, had been proe
miscuously stowed amongst the the ship’s provisions. On this occasion
there appears to have been no exertion wanting in the crew of the
De=dalus, to whose credit Mr, Hergest obscrves, that in that trying
moment every man stood firm to his duty, without suffering fear o
panic to swerve them from its execution: although on some other
occasions they had given him much trouble and serious concern. At
first the fire was supposed to have been occasioned by some oakum,
stowed in the fore part of the gun room, taking fire by accidentally
getting wet; since no lights had ever been near it. After a large
quantity of provisions had been hoisted np to get out the powder, the
smoke was still found to ascend from below ; this circumstance, with
that of the deck being so hot as not to allow the people keeping their
hands upon some lead that was laid upon it, convinced them that the
fire must be in the lazaretto below, where some purser’s beds were now
recollected to have been wery improperly stowed ; and from the seas
they had shipped during the tempestuous weather which they had
experienced in their passage round Cape Horn, no doubt was enter-
tained that these beds had got wet and had taken fire. Every minute
confirming Mr. Hergest in this opinion, care was immediately taken
to stop every avenue and crevice about the after-hatchway, to prevent
any commnication of air before they ventured to scuttle the deck for
the purpose of extinguishing the fire by pouring water over it. Hap~
pily they had day-light for executing this ; and were soon convinced
that the fire had originated, as they had last conjectured, from the
appearance of the ascending smoke, on scuttling the deck, as also of
the good cffeét of their judicious labours. Other holes were now
bored immediately over the beds, and after pouring down large quan-
tities of water, they soon had reason to be gratefully thankful to
Divine Providence for so timely and critical a preservation.  Some of
the beds were entirely consumed ; a case on which they were laid, as
also the deck over them, were burnt some way into the wood toa
black cinder. Little else was stowed with these beds but rum and
oil ; so that had the fire once broke out into a blaze, the extinguish-
ing it, or preventing its communication with these inflammable sub-
stances, would have been morally impossible, and their destruction
would have been inevitable.

The following observations on the respective merits of
Kendall’s, and Arnold’s chronometers, and Earnshaw's

pocket watch, must be of service to professional men:



304 WAVAL LITERATURE

=]t appeared that the chronometers, since they had been taken
on board, had acquired the following, errors, viz. Kendall’s 13", Arnold’s
No. 14, 2" 30”; Arnold’s No. 176, 5" 45, to the east of the truth.
Earnshaw’s pocket watch appeared to be correct. By these ob-
servations Kendall’s had acquired the greatest error, and Earnshaw’s
had gone perfecily right. The great regularity of Kendall’s hitherto
made it difficult to account for this sudden alteration, which could be
attributed to nothing but the change that had taken place in the
climate on their being removed from the shore to the ship. The
thermometer was found daily to vary at the Observatory between mid-
day and the evening, from about 72° to 409 ; the excess was more, as
it would sometimes rise to 76° and fall to 319 ; but this did not free
quently happen, though early in the morning it was not unusual to
find the little wells we had dug skimmed over with thin flakes of ice;
and the ground covered with hoar frost. On board the ship, the
mean temperature of the air, in which they were kept, was between 54
and 6o degrees This opinion appeared to be particularly corros
borated in the instauce of Kendall's watch, which evidently went
nearly at its Nootka rate during our passage from thence to Mon-
terrey ; but on its being there landed, the increase and continuation
of the cold appeared soon to accelerate its motion from that of gaining
111" to 18L per day. On allowing its rate of gaining at Nootka,
from the time of its last coming on board at Monterrey, it was found
to agree very neatly with the longitude of Point Pinos, as affixed to it
by our observations; and as I am perfectly satisfied of the accuracy of
our observations, the difference can surely be attributed to no other
cause, than that the best of these delicate pieces of mechanism are not
yet, with all the ingenious and valuable improvements that have been
made on them, able to withstand, for any length of time, the transi-
tions and vicissitudes of different climates. Mr. Arnold’s two watches
on board the Discovery, being of later date by some years than Mr.,
Kendall’s, appear to have continued their rate of going miore correctly,
but even these felt the effeét of their altered situation ; Mr, Earnshaw’s
was the newest, and was the least sensible of the change in the climate to
which it was removed. Future experience may however enable me to
form other conjectures, which may tend to elucidate more fully a sub-
ject of so much impottance to nautical science.

The singular account of two English Sailors, who had
for some time resided at Owhyhee, and were the favourites
of the worthy monarch Tamaahmaah, will afford much
pleasure to our readers.
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John Young was boatswain of an American snow, called the Elea-
nor, mounting ten guns, navigated by ten Americans and forty-five
Chinese, or other inhabitants of that country, and commanded by Mr.
Metcalf, on a commercial voyage to the coast of North-West America
in the fur trade ; in which pursuit Mr. Metcalf had likewise embarked
his son, a youth of about cighteen years of age, in a ¢mall schooner,
called the Fair American, of about twenty-six tons burthen, and navi-
gated with five men, one of whom was Davis the mate,

"These two vessels had sailed from Chj na, and in the year 1789 the
Fair American was detained by the Spaniards at N ‘ka, but the
Eleanor came on in the autumn of that year to the Sandwich Islands,
and remained principally about Owhyhee during the winter.

Young stated, that in February 1790, they proceeded to Mowee,
where a boat belonging to the snow, with one man in her, was stolen
by the natives from the stern of the vessel ; and, on a reward being
offered for the boat and the man, Mr. Metcalf was informed, that the
former wasbroken to pieces, and that the latter had been killed. The
bones of the man were then demanded, which, with the stem and stern-
post of the boat, were carried on board the snow in about three days.
The matives in the mean time had continued to trade with the crew;
and after delivering up the remains of the man, and parts of the boat,
they supposed the anger of those on board was entirely appeased, and
demanded of Mr. Metcalf the reward he had offered. This, Mr.
Mercalf replied, they should soon have, and immediately ordered all
the guns to be loaded with musket balls and nails ; and having tabooed
one side of the ship in order to get all the canoes on the starboard side,
next the shore, the ports were hauled up, and the guns fired amongst
the canoes. 'The guns hetween decks, being nearly upon a level with
the canoes, did great execution, as did the small arms from the quarter-
deck on other parts of the ship. On this occasion, Young repre-
sented that upwards of an hundred were killed, and a great many
were wounded.

Haviug thus taken such revenge as he considered equivalent to the
injury received, Mr. Metcalf quitted Mowee, and returned with his
vessel to Owhyhee ; where, to all appearance, they were on very good
terms with the chiefs and the inhabitants of that island.

On the 17th of March, Young had permission to be on shore until
the next day, when the snow stood close in, and fired a gun as a signal
for him to return on board ; but, to his very great astonishment, he
found the canoes all tabooed, and hauled up on the shore, and was in-
formed by Tamaahmaab, that if he attempted to take a canoe by him-
self, he would be put to death, but that he should have a canoe the
next day. Having no other resource, Young was obliged to submit;
and in the evening he was informed, that the schooner Fair American

ol. L. RR
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had been captured by Tamaabmooton, to the southward of Toeaigh
bay 5 and that Mr. Metcalf’s son, and the four men composing the
crew, had been barbarously murdered.

The snow remained two days off Karakakooa, firing guns, and stand-
ing in shore, as a signal for Young ; but after the news was confirmed
of the schooner having been captured, the king would not permit him
to leave the island, but behaved to him in the kindest manner ; telling
him that he should not be hurt, and that he should be at liberty to
depart in the next ship that arrived ; but that he would, on no account,
allow a canoe to go off to the snow, lest his people should be killed.

7hmaabmaah, who had been on the strictest terms of friendship with
Mr. Metcalf and his people, took Young immediately ta his house,
where he was treated with every kindness and attention.

The king, being excessively concerned, and very angry at the late
inhuman business, collected a very consideiable force ; and, as if he in-
tended to chastise those who should be found the perpetrators of this
barbarous transaction, he sat ont, accompanied by Young, on the az2d
of the same month, in order to inquire into the circumstances that
could have caused so great a breach of hospitality. 'The schooner was
found in the situation already described, destitute of almost every
thing that was moveable. Zimachmash demanded that the vessel
should instantly be delivered up to him, that he might restore her to
the proprictor Mr. Metcalf, should he ever again visit Owhyhee.
This was complied with by Zamaabmootoo, who received from the
king a very sharp rebuke for the great impropriety of his late conduct
in the capture of the schooner, and his unpardonable barbarity in mur.
dering the commander and the people; in excuse for which, he
ulledged he had been struck, and otherways ill treated by the father of
the unfortynate young man.

Here they found Isaac Davis, the mate, still alive, but in a most
deplorable condition, Tamaahmaah ordered that he should immedi-
ately be taken to his residence, and gave particular injunctions that he
should receive every assistance in their power to bestow.

From Davis T learned, that he had been treated by Tamaabmaah
and his attendants with a degree of humanity, kindness, and careful
attention, that he could not have helieved these people were capable
of shewing.

The following is his account of the melancholy fate of the younger
Metcalf and his people, on the capture of the schooner by Tamaah-
mootos ; which T have every reason to believe is a true and fair state-
ment of that unjustifiable tiansaction.

“¢ The schooner, being close in with the land, and nea ly or entirely
becalmed, she was visited by Tamaabmootso, a very powerful chief,
who was attended by a great number of the inhabitants. Many af



NAVAL LITERATURE, 307

these, as well as their chicf, made considerable presents to the young
commander, and others sold their hogs and vegetables for little or
nothing ; and in order to ingratiate themselves further in the good
opinion of Mr. Metcalf, and to gain his permission for their entering
his vessel, they told him that the snow was but a little way to the
westward, and that he would see his father before night.

¢¢ Davis, who was at the helm, represented the impropricty of this
measure to Mr. Mercalf, and sad that he thought the behaviour of
the natives had a very suspicious appearance; but all he could urge
was to no effet ; the young commander, peifectly satisfied of their
friendly intentions, replied that they would do them no harm, and al-
lowed as many as thought proper to come on board his vessel. Ina
few minutes he was seized by Tamaahmootoo, thrown overboard, and
was no more seen. Davis, having a pistol at hand, snapped it at the
chief on his seizing his commander, but it upfortunately missed fire.
He was then thrown overboard himself, and most inhumanly treated
whilst in the water ; the wamen stripped him there of his clothes, and
the men endeavoured to murder him with their paddles, being other~
ways all totally unarmed. DBut Davis being a good swimmer, and a
very strong athletic man, escaped from one canoe to another before his
pursuers, in order to preserve his life, which he appeared to be inca-
pable of prolonging but for a few moments. At length, exhausted
by fatigue and the loss of blood, which had been very considerable
from the wounds he had received, he was hauled into a large double
canoe; and as they had no weapon or instrument with which they
could put him to death, he was held with his throat across the rafter
that unites the two canoes, whilst the inhuman wietches jumped upon
his neck and shoulders, with the intention of thus depriving him of
life, but otill without effect; till, being tired with their cruelties, they
ceased to persecute him.

¢ After a short respite he recovered a little, and, looking up to the
most active of the party, said ¢ myiie, mysie,” signifying ¢ good ;
the man instaatly replied, *¢ arrowhbsh,” meaning that he pitied him,
and instantly saluted him, by touching noses, gave him some cloth,
and assisted him to wipe and bind up his wounds.  After this he had
no other injury offered to him; on his being taken on shore he was
kindly treated by Harapy, brother to Kahorumotoo, who nursed him,
and expressed great concern for his deplorable condition; but 7o-
maabmootoo, notwithstanding the state he was 1a, took him in triumph
through the village, and made a jest of him.

¢« Davig fuither stated, that Zimaabmooteo took every thing out of
the schooner that he possibly could, before the ariival of the king and
Young ; that he was rejuiced to see the latter, and thought he had
come from the snow to fetch the schoener 5 but when they met, and
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he had heard the snow was gone, and that Young had been informed
of the particulars of the late cruel transaction, they were bath sitting
in the greatest affliction, when the king came to them, caught them.
in his arms, and comforted them; and said, that no one should hurt
them whilst he could proteét them. The king then gave directions
that he should be properly taken care of, and told him he was very
sorry for what had happened, but that he, Davis, should live with,
and be protected by him.

« After this, the king reprimanded Tamaabmootao in such terms, that
Davis saw tears in the eyes of the latter. Tamaabmaah then took
possession of the schooner for the right owner.”

Although there can be no possible excuse offered in vindication of
the unjustifiable conduct of this turbulent and ambitious chief, yet it
appears to have been almost as inexcusable on the part of the elder
Metealf, that he should have thrown such a temptation in his way.
The vessel in question had been a pleasure boat, and was lengthened at
China; her gunwale was not a foot higher than that of the donble
canoes of this country, and being navigated and proteéted by five
persons only, under the command of an inexperienced young man, she
became not less a desirable acquisition to Tamaabmootoo than a prize
of easy attainment. Fo risk therefore a vessel so circumstanced,
amongst a set of Indians, whose daring and ambitious charaéter was so
well known in every corner of the civilized world, must ever be re-
garded as highly imprudent and inconsiderate,

John Young, who was about forty-four years of age, born at Li-
verpool, and Isaac Davis, then thirty-six years old, born at Milford,
have from this period resided entirely with Tamaabmaab 3 are in his
most perfect confidence; attend him in all his excureions of business or
pleasure, or expeditions of war or enterprize ; and are in the habit of
daily experiencing from him the greatest respet, and the highest
degree of esteem and regard. Near the bay of Whyeatea the king
has given them three very fine estates; and Kahowmstoo, who is the
fium friend of Tamaabmaab, not only from connection, but a sincere
regard, and who, from his achievements in war, and advice in council,
16 considered as the second chief in the island, has likewise shewn them,
on all occasions, the greatest marks of friendship and respeét, and has
presented each with a very fine estate near the east point of the island.
Kawakeera and Commanowa, who are considered the next chiefs in
power and authority to the two former, have also treated them both in
the most friendly manner ; but neither of them could speak of Tianna
in the same favourable terms.  This chief eyes them with great jea-
lousy, and has made some attempts on their lives ; particularly on the
return of Captain Colnett from St. Blas. On this occasion Captain
Colnett, understanding that there were two white men on the island,
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very humanely desired, by letter, that they would repair on board his
vessel, and that he would afford them all the protection and service in
his power. Young and Davis, being extremely averse to their preseat
way of life, concerted a plan for escaping to Captain Colnett’s vessel ;
a measure very contrary to the wishes and inclinations of Tamaahmach
and the chiefs of the island.

[7a e :ontiﬂm’d.]

[ o s

Ppabal Postry.
The Battle of the Nile, a Dramaiic Poem on the model of the Greek
Tragedy., TFaulder, 1799. 64 Pages. 2s.

Ta the Right Honourable Horatio Lowp Nersown, Baron Nelson of the
Nile, K. B. the commanding Admiral on the First of August 1798, at the
Battle of the Nile; in which Almighty God blessed his Majesty’s Arms
with a Great Victory over the Fleet of the French Republic ; this Poem
is respe@fully inscribed by THE AUTHOR.

¢« THE plan of the following Drama is adopted from the
Persz of Fschylus. The Greek poet composed his tragedy
in order to gratify the feelings of his countrymen, by cele-
brating one of their most splendid successes over their inve-
terate enemies the Persians. As the British victory of the
Nile is hardly inferior in brilliancy, and will perhaps be
equally important in its consequences, to the Athenian
triumph at Salamis, the author does not know in what
manner he could more forcibly commemorate the illustrious
exploit, than by adopting the same means which were so
successfully employed by the ancient poet. He has not
consulted the Greek tragedy, since he first conceived the
design, as he wished his poem to be rather a free imitation
of the conduct, than a servile copy of the sentiments of
Hschylus. He has introduced the Spirit of Louis rather
from a desire of following his original, than from any par-
tiality to the increasing taste for the interposition of super-
natural agents in the affairs of the modern stage.

¢ It is hardly necessary to observe, that the poem has been
composed in a very short compass of time. 'The author was
anxious that it should appear while the public mind was
still glowing with the event which it celebrates. This is the
sole consideration which could have induced him to trespass
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so much upon the indulgence of his readers, as he must do
by comnmitting so hasty a composition to their perusal. His
poem must be full of defects. 1f nevertheless, from the in-
teresting nature of the subject, it should have the good
fortune to be favoured with any degree of public approba-
tion, he hopes to be enabled in a subsequent edition to re=
move the imperfections of the present.”

Dramatis Personae.

First Director of the Republic of Messenger.
France. A Mariner.
Second Director. A Belgian.
Minister of War. Chorus. Composed of An-
Spirit of Louis. cient Men of Paris.

This poem has certainly been composed with too much
haste; yet still has considerable merit. Had the author
taken a sufficient time to give his labours more polish and
effect, we think he would still have found the public mind
glowing with the event which he celcbrates.

The following scene is seleéted as particularly connected
with our work :

Minister. First Dire@or. Second Directore  Messenger and Choruse

Mess. The sun shall on our proud fleet rise no more.
Hear the recital sad. There is a bay,
The Egyptian hordes call it Aboukir, deep,
Secure, and calm. Herein in level row
We moor’d our barks: their anchors bit the sand.
A rock, that barren rises near, we crown’d
‘With cannon, that did seem to guard our front,
Threatening to tear the hostile fleet oppos’d.
But, though a foe, let me to worth be true,
No danger can o’ercome the skill, or daunt
The souls of Britons. As the sun went down,
‘They left the open main, entering the bay
With spreading sails and colours waving wide,
Aud cannons threatening ; and, no shout uprsis’d,
No voices heard, with master’d courage stern,
Sounding the shallows, steer’'d midst rocks and sands
Adventurous, till *twixt usand Egypt’s coast
Half of their fleet lay anchor’d : then began
The work of death. On either side, each hark
1ts whole artillery pour'd ; the darken’d waves
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Flash’d momentary to ten thousa dnfires.
With the dread stroke the vessels shook : the rocks
And cavern’d shores with replications dire
Resounded. Tigypt’s tawny sons look’d on
In wild amaze : the monsters of the Nile
Heard, and within their sedgy lairs retird
Lay trembling. Night came on, and o’er the scene
New terrors pour’d, darkness and silence. On
With added fury rag’d the war. The balls
Fell thicker. Down the gallant warriors sunk,
Chieftains and vulgar, side by side in death
Red o’er the decks the blood in torrents flow’d.
"The sails and tatter’d shrouds flew wild : at times
Some lofty mast shiver’d came tumbling down
With hideous crash and ruin wide ;: midst death
And desolation, fury new inflamed
Each side Britons and Gauls, the fear of shame,
Vengeance, hereditary hate, despair,
Hope, or the thought of Fame through endless time
A mingled war of passions. Long the strife,
And doubtful. Victory to neither lean’d.
At length, the bark, largest of all our fleet,
Through the deep gloom of darkness, wrapt in flames,
Shone dreadful forth, and into air up flew
With lustre dazzling from excess of light,
And loud explosion dire, with which compar’d
Thunder is soft, that shook air, earth, and sea.
"T'he shores of Egypt trembled and their towers ;
The pyramids, and Cairo’s sacred mosques
Heard from afar; and Thebes, did Thebes now stand,
Had with her hundred gates been mov’d,

Chorus, My God! my God!

First Dir. Q terrible !

Mess. The battle ceas’d.
And silence reign’d more dreadful far than sounds
Most dreadful. Consternation held all mute,
Under a cope of falling fire we stood ;
Red bolts, and blazing sails, and burning masts,
And fragments dread of monstrous size in flames
On us in terrible confusion shower’d.
From that malignant hour the glory fell
Of France, and hope her gallant sons forsook.
Yet on they toil’d, desperate of victory,
Of fame still mindful, and subdued ix power,
Not spirit, terrible even in defeat.
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But such is British valour, British skill,
Not long the contest. Four alone escap’d,
Of all our gallant barks, the furious foe :
‘The rest, or in the whelming waters sunk,
Or under hostile colours captur’d lie.
Min. O day of grief and endless shame to Franee!
Mess. Sad was the sight, when morn returning shew'd
Our ruins.  Gallic Barks, no longer proud
'With stately masts and streamers, shatter’d lay
Wrecks on the Ocean, ours no more. The Bay
Woas ting’d with blood. Rudders and broken masts,
A melancholy scene, lay floating round ; receive
The shores were spread with corses ; and each wave
Slow borne, came loaded with the dead. Mean time
From ship to ship were heard the groans of men
Under sharp wounds lamenting. Gloomy thoughts
Sadden’d the captives, who with envy view’d
The dying and the dead, o’er whom they hung
Or mourning, or attendant, duties sad!
Charus. O warriors brave in vain! Unhappy sons!
First Dir. Loud doubtless were the vaunting conqueror’s shouts,
Mess. No: ne’er did man, with such bright glory cloath’d,
Bear him someck.  To God he gave the praise,
Owning himself his humble minister.
The honours proud heap’d on him he
With blushes, or with gentle speech repell’d,
As one scarce worthy. When he nam’d the fight,
He rather pardon sought for deeds undone,
‘Than praise for noblest feats achieved.
-
CHARACTER OF THE FRENCH,
BY PETER PINDAR.

KEEL up lies France ! long may she keep that posture !
Her knav'ry, folly, on the rocks have tost her,
Behold the thousands that surround the wreck !

Her cables parted, rudder gone,

Split all her sails, her main mast down,
Chok’d all her pumps, broke in her deck ;
Sport for the winds, the billows o’er her roll !
Now am I glad of it with all my soul.

France lifts the busy sword of blood no more;

Lost to its giant grasp the wither'd hand ;

O say, what kingdom can her fate deplore,
The dark disturber of each happy land 2
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To Britain an insidious damn’d Tago—
Remember, Englishmen, old Cato’s cry,
And keep that patriot model in your eye —

His constant cry, ¢ Delenda est Carthago.”’

France 1s our Carthage, that sworn foe to truth
Whose perfidy deserves th’ eternal chain |

And now she’s down, our British bucks forsooth
‘Would lift the stabbing strumpet up again.

Love I the French ?—By heav’ns ’tis no such matter !
Who loves a Frenchman wars with simple nature.—
What Frenchman loves a Briton ? None :
Yet by the hand this enemy we take ;
Yes, blund’ring Britons bosom up the snake,
And feel themselves, too late indeed, undone.

The converse chaste of day, and eke of night,
The kiss-clad moments of supreme delight,

To love’s pure passion only due ;
The seraph smile that soft-ey’d friendship wears,
And sorrow’s balm of sympathising tears,

Those iron fellows never knew.

For this I hate them.—Axt, all varnish’d art !
‘This doth experience ev’ry moment prove :

And hollow must to all thiugs be the heart,
That foe to beauty, which deceives in love.

Hear me, Dame Nature, on those men of coré—
Blush at a Frenchman’s Aear#, thy handy work ;
A dunghill that luxuriant feeds
The gaudy and the rankest weeds:
Deception, grub-like, taints its very core,
Like flies in carrion—pr’ythee make no more s o v

Mad fools ! and can we deem the French profosnad,
And, pleas’d, their infant politics embrace,

‘Who drag a noble pyramid to ground,
Without one pehble to supply its place ?

Yet are they follow’d, prais’d, admir’d, ador’d,

Be with such praise these ears no longer bor’d !

This moment could I prove it to the nation all,

That verily a Frenchman is not rational.

Yes, Frenchmen, this is my unvarying creed,
You are not rational indeed :

So low have fond conceit and folly sunk ye,
Only a larger kind of monkey !

Uol. 1. s



ACCOUNT OF THE
LA GUIRA EXPEDITION,
In a Letter from Captain Watkins, of the Lively, to Sir J. Norriz
Noav first published from the original Manuscript.
[Concluded from our last ]

ON the 23d, the Commodore, with those of the squadron that

were with him, sailed from La Guira, in hopes of joining the
missing ships at Barbaratt, and going again upon service ; but how
great was his disappointment, and uneasiness, when he found only
the Lively there, who had not seen any thing of them. Upon which
he called a Council of War on the zgth ; where it was thought proper
not to attempt any further attack upon the enemy, until we should
join together our whole force, and then determine what might be best
for his Majesty’s service. 'The Lively was therefore sent to look into
the bays along the coast, and into Curagoa ; whilst the commodore,
and the squadron, took the route of Aves, and Bon Aire, in hopes of
joining those separated ships. On the 3d of March, the Lively joined
the commodore off Bon Aire, and biought him letters from Captain
Gregory, who had carried the missing ships into Curacoa. The com.
modore was surprised to find by those letters, that he was preparing
to heave the Norwich down, and had ordered the wounded masts of
the other ships to be got out ; which the commodore, coming in the
next day, (the 4th) prevented.

The commodore had likewise a letter from Captain Gage of the
Otter : that on the z1st, in the morning, he saw the Norwich chasing :
that he likewise chased, and coming up, Captain Gregory told him
to pursue the Chase, as sailing best, and he would follow : that the
Otter coming near enongh to engage the chase, who proved a Spa-
niard, began to fire, which the Otter returned ; the Norwich fired
two or thiee guns, which Captain Gage supposed was by way of sig-
nal to call him off, and the Norwich stood off hersclf to sea. The
Otter made such a successful fire on the Spaniard, that they quitted
most of their guns, and must inevitably, in a short time, have been her
prize; had they pot unfortunately drove within reach of the enemy’s
cannon at Cavallos ; when the Ctter was obliged to quit her,
and the Spaniaid got into that harbour. We found the brave and
worthy Captain Lushingtou had been buried at Curacoa, who ex-
pired after an amputation of lis thigh, He died, as he had lived,
an honour to his Country, and to socicty in generaly and consequently
was a loss to both. Cuptuin Buiville died soon afterwmds, and also
two Jund officers of fevers,
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Captain Edward Smith succceded to the Burford, Watkins to the
Eltham, Gage to the Lively, Stuart to the Otter, Prattin to the
Prize, and Tyrrell to the Bomb Ketch,

Give me leave, Sir, to digress a little, and to observe how impru.-
dent, as well as unfortunate, it was that the ships were carried to
Curacoa. Our provisions by this means were shortened, many men
were lost by sickness, and some by desertion, and little more was done
to the ships than what might have been performed in any of the bays
along the coast. No advantage whatever was gained, except a small
supply of powder, which indeed was quite necessary ; there was also
some plank and some rope purchased ; but as the Viétualler, whom it
was on board of, soon parted company, we lost the benefit of those
stores. ‘The chief misfortune was giving the enemy so much time to
prepare themselves ; besides they knew from Curacoa, as they have a
constant correspondence with that place, our force and design ; and
were likewise supplied with ammunition from thence, even by the
governor, who, though he carried 1t fair to the commodore, is a very
scoundrel at the bottom : whereas, could we have gone with the whole
squadron from La Guira to Cavallos, and only put into some bay or
other, of which there are several between those places, to secure our
masts a little, we might have been almost as soon at Cavallos, as they
had intelligence of our being on the coast, or at least before they
could have made any fresh preparation, Since our arrival at Curacoa,
we have been informed, that the governor of the Carracas came him.
self to Cavallos, and doubtless brought numbers with him : but to
return to my relation :—all the ships having joined at Curacoa by
the sth of May, on the 6th, the commodore sent the Scarborough,
Lively, Otter, and Pembroke Prize, to cruise off Cavallos, to pre-
vent, if possible, any supplies being sent to that place, especially
ammunition, which we were informed they were short of. On the
12th, the Pembroke Prize came back, not being able to keep com-
pany with the rest : upon which her masts were shortened, in order
to make her sail better: The Dutch merchants seemed to have the
expedition much at heart, and offered the commodore to raise him
four or five hundred stout men, as they expressed it, with sloops for
their convevance, if he would take them into the service : and they
were absolutcly to be under his command and direction, to be dis-
tributed among the ships, or to be sent upon any detachment ashore,
as he might find occasion, This you may believe Mr. Knowles rea-
dily consented to; and it was agreed that they should be victualled
and paid as the English were, and to have equal share of prize money,
should we succeed.—Tour sloops were accordingly got ready by these
merchants, and English coloursgiven them ; but we found the wen did
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not come In, as fast as was proposed : when we sailed, there was not
one hundred in all, and most of those Mulattoes and Negroes, so you
may conclude we did not look upon this zs a great reinforcement.
We had an hospital ereted whilst we staid at Curacoa, where cer-
tainly the fresh provisions proved of some service, but we lost many
men, for few recovered. We were obliged to carry numbers of sick
and wounded to sea, yet few of them recovered so as to be service-
able in action ; we buried several in the passage.

Our ships having watered, and our masts and yards being patched
up, as well as we could, withour getting new ones, or putting Go-
vernment to any more expence than was at that time absolutely
necessary, in order to be as expeditious as posstble in going upon the
intended enterprise, the ships were ordered to sail as soon as they
conveniently could, and to cruise off the harbour’s mouth, until the
rest should join them, which we began to do on the 17th: by the
21st all were out, and joined. It would be endless, and indeed tedious
to tell you, what methods were employed, and kow much we were ha-
rassed and disappointed, in endeavouring to turn up between Curacoa
and the main ; which kept us until the 4th of April without success,
for there was no getting the better of the lee currents, though
quite moderate weather : to add to our misfortunes we lost company
with the Advice, and the Vi€tualler she had in tow. It was at length
determined to stretch to the northward, and see if a passage could be
gained that way. 1t was indeed thought of before, and would have
been put sooner into execution, but the commodore was cautious of
venturing with the ship’s masts so much wounded, where we might
have to struggle with a large sea ; knowing that if any of them should
carry away their masts, they must proceed to Jamaica, and thus en-
tirely overset the expedition. However it was now our last resource,
there was in reality no other way left ; for the Dutch pilots, who had
been long acquainted with the coast, told him that when the lee cur
rents set in there, they generally lasted six or seven weeks, aud with
great strength.

In stretching to the northward, we 7aincd our passage, and soouner
than we expected ; for we stretched as far as Hispanicls, and on the
14th were off the coast of Carracas, well to windward of Cavallos.—
On the 15th, the Scarborough and lively joincd us. We took out
of the bays, as we proceeded, the Dutch traders, and cacied tlem
with us ; not for any great service we could expect from them, being
very small vesscls, and chicfly manued with Negrces but to make a
more formidable show, for which reason they bad Eiglish pendants
lent them, We anchored that evening under the easternimost quay of
Barbaratt. The Bomb Ketch was canvied down under 3 quay, about
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amile and an half from the castle of Cavallos, which she began to bom.
bard.  The Norwich anchored near her, to defend her from any sur-
prise.  From the main, near Barbaratt, is an isthmus that stretches
obliquely to the northward, then westward, where it forms a point
called Ponto Bravo ; thence stretching southward, it terminates in a
point, on which the castle is built. On the other side to the west-
ward, within pistol shot, is the main, which forms the entrance of
Cavallos harbour. This isthmus forms a large lagoon, within which is
part of their harbour.  Another lagoon, running farther to the south-
ward, makes the other ; close up into which their vessels were hauled,
except one that lay near the harbour’s mouth, ready to be sunk.
Upon Ponto Bravo is a fascine battery of fifteen guns ; and a little
within it, towards the castle, is another of eight guns, intended to
rake ships, as they approach towards the castle or harbour.  Although
they at first did not seem to have guns at those fascine batteries, point.
ing at the Bomb or Norwich, yet some were soon pointed that way,
and began te annoy them with their fire.

On the 16th, in the morning, a council of war was held, in which
as excellent a scheme was planned, and resolved on, as could pessible
be concerted for the good of the expedition at that juncture.

We must certainly give the credit of this scheme to Mr. Knowles ;
and I believe ewery body will do him the justice to say, he ever took inde-

fatigable pains to put in execution any scheme, let it be his omwn or that of
othersy that tended to the good and honour of the service.—This was to
land a body of seamen, who were to surprise and attack the fascine
batteries, They were at the same time to be sustained by all che land
force 3 and, in case of any great repulse, the seamen were to file off to
the right and left, and let the troops advance, with properfire § orto
make a proper retreat, should the enemy be too powerful.  To sccure
this retreat, the Assistance was laid close to the isthmus lending to
Barbaratt, which part she entirely commanded with her cannon, and
was herself beyond the reach of the enemy. There they were to land
in the evening, but not to march until late at night. Some Dutchmen
were to lead, who were believed to know the way from having been
at work at the very place, when prisouers with the Spaniards. The
body of men, in all, consisted of eleven hundred, the whele nnder
the command of Major Lucas : a number which it was believed was
sufficient for that undertaking ; the consequences sxpected from it
were very great : for it was considered, that if those batteries could he
tuken, and their guns turned upon the castle, as they were near enough
to batter aud make a breach, and the squadron was afterwardsto make
a general attack upon it, we must in all human probability have met
with success, 1o facilitate this attack, and to divert the enemy, the
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Norwich and Lively were ordered to fall down near these fascime
batteries, and to keep a constant fire upon them.—It was not ima-
gined by that means, that much execution would be done ; but it
was enough, if they could harass and fatigue the enemy, and put
them into some little confusion, that they might be glad to have some
respite at night, which would make our attack by land more easy
and sure —The Norwich being dilatory in her motions, which occa-
sioned several orders and messages from the commodore to her captain ;
and Captain answering the commodore, that he would consult
his officers about doing, what the commodore ordered peremptorily to
be done ; he was immediately, for such disobedience of command,
suspended, and Stuart sent to command in his room.—In the interim,
the Eltham was likewise ordered to fall down to the fascine batteries,
and these three ships, keeping up a pretty good fire while day light
lasted, seemed to have had the desired effect, as In a great measure
appeared afterwards, of fatiguing and jading the enemy at those bata
teriecs. 'The ships, though some guns from the castle reached them,
received but little damage in masts and rigging, and had but three
men killed, and a few more wounded.

In the evening the seamen and soldiers were landed with their pro-
per arms.  Prattin wasto headand command the seamen, having like-
wise lieutenants and other petty officers under him, who came with
the detachment from each ship ; but the whole body, as I observed
before, was under the direction of Major Lucas. Some time after
dark they began their march ; and, in great order and silence, came
up to the enemy’s advanced guard, where they found but three, which
as fortunately as could be wished for were found fast asleep. This
made it pretty evident, that the employment the ships gave them in
the day-time had fatigued them, and I think made it also sufficiently
clear that they expected no attack that night by land ; for otherwise
the advance guard, who in all countries are generally chosen men,
would not have given themselves up to such entire supineness and
neglect, so dangereus to themselves. We may also conclude from this,
that those in the fascine batteries, though they might not have given
themselves the same indulgence, were at least as ignorant of any ate
tack : for if they had not increascd the number of their advance
guard, and given them an officer zt their head, they would cer-
tainly have kept patroles going constantly between them to prevent
any surprise.  So far the prospect of success on our side was charming,

But how shall I describe the rest # When the advance guard was
seized, one of the Spaniards struggling, a sca officer it is said impru-
dently killed him with firing a pistol, which might as well have been
done with a sword or bayonet, and have given no alarm ; upon which
some of our men began to fire, at they kaew not what, for no enemy
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had fired at them, or indeed appeared. One volley was followed Ly
another, and two or three more succeeded, and all amongst them-
selves, by which they wounded each other ; and soon sucha shocking
and uncommon panic seized the whole body of men, soldiers and
seamen, that the foremost ranks fell upon those behind them, they
upon the next, until they drove each other down, and were in one
general confusion. To such an height did some carry their panic,
that they threw themselves into the water, by which some were
drowned ; and more would have been so had not boats taken them
up. Not an enemy all this time appeared, nor was there any fire
opened, until their confusion and fire among themselves alarmed
the fascine batteries, who fired two or three cannon ; but we cannot
learn that they did any mischief. They at last got, with trampling
over each other, near the Assistance, where they were taken on
board. There were some men lost; it is supposed most of them
were drowned, several were wounded, and two, that were left disabled,
were taken next morning by the enemy. Many left their arms behind
them, which was booty for the enemy unexpeéted, and unsoughr for.

The next morning, the ryth, the Norwich, Eltham, wnd Lively,
got up to the key, where the Bomb lay ; she was kept constantly
employed in throwing her shells, but apparently with no great suc-
cess: there was likewise a small mortar placed on the key, and some
small rayals on the neck of land, to play upon the fascine batteries ;
but as they did little or no service were not long continued. The
fascine batteries never after fired upon the bomb ; and those ships
which lay near her, either were short of ammunition or soon expected
a general attack ; we believe the latrer, for we observed them with
great numbers of men intrenching and securing themselves for that
purpose.

On the 213t, a council of war was held to conclude what was best
tobe done ; it wasconsidered our provision beganto be short, though
we had been upon short .allowance most part of the time. The shells
almost all expended, so that we could expect little more service
that way ; our men falling down daily, and the enemy still forzifying
and improving their works, therefore there was no time to be lost,
A general attack, with the shipping, wasthought to be the most, and
best, that could be donc for the service, and indeed seemed to be the
only plan that we could have hopes of success from, since our landing
proved fruitless, 'The following disposition therefore was ordered :
The Assistance, Burford, Suffolk, and Morwich, to lie in a line
against the castle, and two water ports, that were just beiow it. The
Eltham, Scarborough, and Lively, to lie against the fascine batteries ;
and all to be as close to the shore ay possible, 1o order that the small
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a1z might do execution. The few shells that were left were to be
kept in reserve until the morning of the attack, and then to be played
vpon the castle as quick as possible.  The ships were ordered to com-
plete their ground tier of water, which was to be done at Barbaratt
river ; (for there neither Spamiards nor Indians molested us,) that they
might not be destitute, should any accident drive them to sea- All the
ships companies, soldiers and seamen, were to have a good rest the
night before the attack, Provisions and liquor were got ready for
them in the morning, that they might go upon the attack, and be
enabled to continue it with vigour and chearfulness ; and the day of
battle was to be the 23d, St. George’s Day.

The commedore, having looked into the complements of the ships,
and divided the men, according to proportion, to each ; and distri-
buted what Dutchmen could be got from the sloops (fot there were
not many) to the ships that mostly wanted, and every thing being
ready for aétion, the officers and people in general in charming spirits,
and going with as much joy to the attack, as if they were going to
a feast, on the z3d we weighed ; but there not being wind enough
to command the ships, anchored again.—The breeze not coming in
again until the next day, the 24th; in the afterncon, we weighed,
but staying some time to form the line, and, having but a little way to
drive, obliged the ships to come to, not so near as they wished and
expefled : however the farthest off did execution with the grape, and
some of the nearest with their small arms. At two, all were in
action. In about two hours time, the fascine batteries were tolerably
well silenced, for out of fifteen guns that were in one, and eight in
the other, there was only one fired now and then, The large ships
kept an incessant fire upon the castle, who could not be so well
silenced, for they returned it warmly upon the ships ! but it was ob-
served they had not such gocd gunnersas at La Guira, for they fired
chiefly at our rigging, and over us. 'The ships otherwise must have
sustained much more damage being nearer ; but I believe there may
be a better reason given why their shot was not so successful here ;
which evidently shews the advantage of ships being near, for there
was such a constant shower of round grape, and stones, flying about
them, that probably they did not care to expose themselves much by
taking long aim ; and to confirm this, several were observed, even to
load wpon their backs, and many were seen to throw themselves flat
often : besides they were pretty well diverted by a shower they were a
little accustomed to, for the commodore had some small mortars upon
his poop, which were played off charmingly during the whole action ;
for most of their shells were seen to break just above or about them.
At six the Eltham was ordered to weigh, and stand in astern of the
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rest of the ships, against the castle. Between eight cr nine o’clock
the signal was made to cut or slip, and the ships stood off and anchored
without gun shot.  Some of the ships still sustained more damage in
their masts, yards, and rigging.

The squadron in this attack lost about forty-five men, and had
about as many more wounded, but only one officer killed, which was
the commedore’s lieutenant Mr. F 1 ; some hoats were lost. We
could next morning plainly perccive we had done the castle a great
deal of damage: the whole length of the wall towards the sea was
perforated like a cullinder, there was hardly a foot space bur what
some shot had taken place in, some of the upper part of the wall
quite tore up, and some embrasures entirely drove away, which must
have killed them many men, if not dismounted several guns. We
could observe but thirty.-one guns upon the castle, but released pri-
soners afterwards informed us there were forty.one; it is however a
question whether they could bring all these to bear upon the ships ;
there were about twenty-three in the fascine batteries, and about eight
or ten in the water ports; there was also a fascine battery or two on
the other side of the castle, but believe none of the ships were so near
as to bring them opens The Advice joined us the day after the en-
gagement, but left the Victualler behind, who was gone to Jamaica,
On the 27th the squadron rendezvoused at Barbaratt again. A
council of war was held, where our present condition was considered,
and whether it was possible we could proceed on any further service.

Qur ammunition being examined into, most of the ships were found
to be short, and some had none; so that we could not, with all we
had left, make near such an offensive attack as the last was; and if
the enemy had withstood our first and strongest efforts, they would
probably have withstood our last and smallest ; that should we not
then be successful, after having fired all our ammunition away, his
Majesty s ships would be left quite defenceless in regard to any thing
they might meet on their passage, which would be highly disho-
nourable for the service, and greatly bazard the loss of those ships;
that could the station ships get up unmolested to their islands, they
there could get no supply, but must be quite useless. Another ob.
stacle to an attack, could we have afforded ammunition, was the want
of anchors, most of the ships having but one left for each ; had shot
cut any of their cables, and these only ones be lost, ships so near the
shore in all probability might be lost themselves before they could
make sail with such wounded masts ; and which, on any attack must
be still liable to be more wounded. It was considered likewise that
we had, from our first setting out, lost numbers of meun by the enemy
and sickness ; that many of those on board were by wounds and sick-
ness rendeied unserviceable, so that none of the ships conld above

ol T T
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half man their guns, agreeable to the proportion of their complements,
und that we were short of provisions and water : which circumstances
made it too plain that we were not in a proper condition to make
any further attempt upon the enemy, and it was with regret that
every body found they were forced, in honour and prudence, to come
into that opinion. The Babadoes and Antigua ships were therefore
ordered to make the best of their way to their stations; the bomb
ketch to proceed to England ; the commodore, with the other 70
gun ship, to tollow to Antigua, from whence, should they meet with
no contradictory orders, they were to return home. The Assistance
to go down to Jamaica, the Norwich to cruise off Cavallos a fortnight
or three weeks, in order to meet the Victuallers that were to come
down there to the squadron, and then return to Antigua, from
whence she was to be sent home, and the Dutch sloops and men
were to be discharged.

The bomb threw her remaining shells towards the enemy’s shipping
in the harbour, but without success; after which the commeodoie
sent a flag of truce to the governor for the exchange of prisoners.
For two or three days several compliments passed between them.
Mr. Knowles returned twelve prisoners, which were all he had, and the
governor seven, which were all he had. The governor wrote to him
as well as sent him word, that he was welcome, with his own boat, to
get as much water as was nccessary for himself and officers ; but was
given to understand, that if he attempted any thing further in regard
to watering the fleet, he must expect resistance. The squadron
having divided as proportionably as could be amongst each other,
their provisions and ammunition, the wounded masts and yards
being fished, and rigging secured, as well as could be expe€led with
what lictle there was to do it, on the first of May some of the ships got
under weigh in order to proceed, and by the third all the squadron
were in motion, when each made the best of their way pursuant to
their orders.

"Thus, Sir, ended an expedition as unhappy for those who were en-
gaged in it as it was unfortunate to our country, in not having
places captured that would have opened so advantageous a trade, We
of course expect censare, that concomitant conclusion to ill success.
It is a true observation, that success generally covers a rash action ;
whereas, on the contrary, a miscarriage frequemtly exposes the most
prudent conduét to censure. I chiefly pity Mr. Knowles, as I have
often [ir. Vernon, and other commandin g officers, who, though unsuc-
cessful, have had the service of their country at heart: for it is the
misfortune of great mien, that their aétious are liable to the censurcs
of the meanest and most worthless ; whose rash judgments are gene=
rally fo.med according to suceess, and not fiom just and real motives,
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A DISQEIISITION ON THE STABILITY OF sHIPs ¥,
By George Atwood, Eiq. F. R, 8,

THE stability of vessels, by which they are enabled to carry a
sufficient quantity of sail, without danger or inconvenience, is
reckoned amongst their most essential properties ; although the wind
may, in one sense, be said to constitute the power by which ships are
moved forward in the sea, yet, if it acts on a ship deficient in sta-
bility, the effect will be to incline the ship from the upright, rather
than to propel it forward : stability is therefore not less necessary,
than the impulses of the wind are, to the progressive motion of vessels.
This power has also considerable influence in regulating the alternate
oscillations of a ship in rolling and pitching ; which will be smooth
and equable, or sudden and irregular, in a great measure, according
as the stability is greater or less at the several angles of inclination
from the upright. From constantly observing that the performance
of vessels at sea depends materially on their stability, both navigators
and naval architects must, at all times, be desirous of discovering in
what particular circumstances of construction this property consists,
and according to what laws the stability is affected by any varieties
that may be given to their forms, dimensions, and disposition of con.
tents; which are determined partly according to the skill and judg-
ment of the constructor, and partly by ajustments after the vessel
has been set afloat.

Little more than a century has now elapsed, since the theory of me-
chanics was first applied to the construction and management of
vessels ; whatever principles had been previously adopted, for regu-
lating their forms and t.qulprncnt, as well as for directing them in the
ocean, were the result of experience and observation alone: a mode
of arriving at truth, however advantageous in many respccts, yet not
entirely to be relied on in this instance, for explaining satisfactorily,
and reducing to system, phenomena depending on the intricate com-
bination of causes which influence a vessel’s motion and equilibrium at
sea. ‘The theory of mechanics is known to explain all effects that can
arise from the a&ion of forces, however complicated, of which the
quantities and directions are defined with sufficient precision. This
science, having been greatl}' extended, and successfully cmph}red by
Sir Isaac Newton, in the investigation of causes requiring the most

* Philosophical Transadtions for 179%, part ii. p. zo1
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profound research, would naturally be resorted to, for a solution of
many difficulties that occur in the theory of naval archite&ure,
which could not be obtained from any other mode of considering this
subje¢t. The prattice of ship building having been many ages ante-
cedent to the discovery of the theory of mechanics, one object of theo-
retic inquiry must necessarily be, to explain the principles of con=
struction and management which experience and practical observation
have previously discovered:; distinguishing those which are founded
in truth and right pra&ice, from others which have been the offspring
of vague and capricious opinion, misinterpretation of fafts, and un-
founded conje@ure ; by which, phenomena arising in the prattice of
navigation are often attributed to causes entirely different from those
by which they are really governed. It is also the objeét of mechanic
theory to investigate, from the consideration of any untried plans of
construétion, what will be the eflect thereof on the motion of vessels
at sea; also to suggest new combinations, by which the approved
qualities of vessels may be extended, their faults amended, or defects
supplied. These several objeéts, and others connefted with them,
have employed the attention of many eminent theorists, by whose
discoveries naval architeCture has been greatly benefited; yet the
progress made toward establishing a general theory, founded on the
laws of motion, has not been adeqate to what might be expected
from the abilities of the writers on this subjet, and the lzborious
attention they have bestowed upon it. Although all results, deduced
by stri€t geometrical inference from the laws of motion, are found, by
atual experience, to be perfeftly consistent with matter of faét, when
subjected to the most decisive trials, yet, in the application of these
laws to the subjet in question, difficulties often occur, either from the
obscure nature of the conditions, or the intricate analytical operations
atising from them, which either render it impracticable to obtaiu a so-
lution, or, if a result is obtained, it is expressed in terms so invalved
and complicated, as to become in 2 manner useless, as to any practical
purpose. These imperfetions in the theory of vessels are amongst
the canses which have contributed to retard the progress of naval ar-
chitecture, by encreasing the hazard of failure in attempting to supply
its defe€ts by experiment ; for, when no satisfactory estimate an be
formed from theory of the ffe@s likely to ensue from adopting any
alteration of constrution t at may be proposed, doubts must neces-
sarily arise respecting its succ ess or failure, which can be resolved only
by having recourse to atual trial : a species of experiment rarely un-
dertaken under the impressions of uncertain success, when the objects
of it are so costly, and oth rwise of so much importance. To the
imperfections of theory, may also be attributed that steady adherence
to practical methods, rendered famihar by usage, which creates a dis-
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position to rejet, rather than to encourage, proposals of innovation
in the construétion of vessels: the defefts or inconveniences which
are known, and have become easily tolerable by use, or may perhaps
be the less distinétly perceived for want of comparison with more
perfe€t works of art, being deemed preferable to the adoption of pro-
je€ted improvements, attended by the danger of mtroducing evils, the
nature and extent of which cannot be fully known. These are
amongst the difficulti¢s and disadvantages which have concurred in
rendering the progress of improvement, in the art of construlting
vessels, extremely slow, and have left many imperfetions in this prac-
tical branch of science, which still remain to be remedied, Ln respeé
to the theory of vessels, it would be giving that term too narrowed a
meaning, to consider it as derived solely from the laws of mechanics ;
every notion or opinion which may be applied to explain satisfattorily
the phenomena depending on a vessel’s construction and qualities, so
as to infer the consequences of given conditions, independently of
aftual trial, whether it originates from experience alone, or from inves-
tigations founded on the laws of motion, is to be regarded as forming
a part of this theory, in which, a constant reference to prattice is so
essentially necessary. For, although many principles are deducible
from the laws of mechanics, which it is probable that no species of
experiment, or series of observation, however long continued, would
discover, yet there are others, no less important, which have been
pratically determined with sufficient exactness, the investigation of
which it is scarcely possible to infer from the laws of motion; the
complicated and ill defined nature of the conditions, in particular in-
stances, rendering analytical operations founded on them liuble to un-
certainty. Since the pradtice of naval architecture depends so mate-
rially on the knowledge of the causes which influence the motion of
vessels at sea, much benefit may probably be derived from the extens
sion-of well founded principles, both by attentive observation of the
qualities of vessels, compared with their construction, as well as by in~
vestigation of the effefts arising from particular modes of construc-
tion, depending on the laws of statics and mechanics, whenever the
conditions admit of inferring principles which are clear and satisfactory,
and easily applicable in practice. Witha view to these objects, so
far as regards the thcory of stability, the ensuing Disquisition has
been written.

When a ship or other floating body, is deflected from it quiescent
position, the force of the fluid’s pressure operates to restore the
floating body to the situation from which it has been inclined. This
force is distinctly described in a treatise written by the most celebrated
geometrician of ancient times, who uses the following argument for
demonstrating the position in which a parabolic conoid will float per-
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manently in given circumstances. To shew that this solid will float
with the axis inclined to the fluid’s surface at a certain stated angle,
depending on the specific gravity and demensions of the solid, he de=
monstrates *, that if the angle should be greater than that which he
has assigned, the fluid’s pressure will diminish it ; and that, if the
angle should be less, the fluid’s pressure will operate to increase it, by
causing the solid to revolve round an axis which is parallel to the ho‘-
rizon. It is an evident consequence, that the solid cannot float qui=
escent with the axis inclined to the fluid’s surface, at any angle except
that which is stated. The force which is shewn in this proposition,
to turn the solid, so as to alter the inclination of the axis to the ho-
rizon, is the same with the force of stability ; the quantity or measure
of which, Archimedes does not estimate ; nor was it necessary to his
purpose, since the alteration of inclination required to establish-thc
quiescent position may be produced either in a greater or less time,
without affeting his argument. It does not appear, that this method
of determining the floating positions of bodies was afterwards extended
to infer similar conclusions in respect to solids of any other forms, nor
to determine any thing concerning the inclination or equilibrium of
ships at sea, which require the demonstration, not only that a force
exists, in given circumstances, to turn the vessel round an axis, but
also the magnitude or precise measure of that force. M. Bouguer,
in his treatise intitled ¢ Traité du Navire 4, has investigated a the-
orem for estimating the exact measure of the stability of floating
bodies. 'This theorem, in one sense, is general, not being confined
to bodies of any particular form; but, in respect to the angles of in«
clination, it is restrained to the condition that the inclinations from
the upright shall be evanescent, or in a praical sense, very small
angles. In consequence of this restriétion, the rule in general cannot
be generally applied to ascertain the stability of ships at sea ; because
the angles to which they are inclined, both by rolling and pitching,
being of considerable magnitude, the stability will depend, not only
on the conditions which enter into M. Bouguer's solution, but also on
the shape given to the sides of the vessel above and beneath the water.
line or seétion, of which M. Bouguer’s theorem takes no account.
But it is certain that the quantity of sail a ship is enabled safely to
carry, and the use of the guns in rough weather, depend in a material
degree on the form of the sides above and beneath the water-line ; this
observation riferring to that portion of the sides only which may be
immersed under, or may emerge above, the water's surface, in con.
sequence ol the vessel’s inclination ; for, whatever portion of the sides

* Archimedes de iis quz in humido vehuntun
t Loveoa eedd. 2, chap, §.
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Is not included within these limits, will have no effect on the vessel’s
stability, the ceutres of gravity, volume of water displaced, and other
elements not being altered. By the water section is meant, the plane
in which the water’s surface intersects the vessel, when floating up-
right and quiescent; and the termination of this seftion in the sides
of the vessel is termed the water-line. A general theorem for de-
termining the floating positions of bodies is demonstrated in a former
paper, inserted in the Phil. Trans. for the year 1796, and applied to
bodies of various forms: the same theorem is there shewn to be no
less applicable to the stability of vessels, taking into account the shape
of the sides, the inclination from the upright, as well as every other
circumstance by which the stability can be influenced. To infer,
from this theorem, the stahility of vessels in particular cases, the form
of the sides, and the angle of inclination from the perpendicular, must
be given. These conditions admit of great variety, considering the
shape of the sides, both above the water.line and beneath it ; for we
may first assume a case, which is one of the most simple and obvious ;
this is, when the sides of a vessel are parallel to the plane of the masts,
both above and beneath the water line ; or, secondly, the sides may
be parallel to the masts under the water-line, and project outward, or
may be inclined inward, above the said line; or they may be parallel
to the masts above the water iine, and inclined either inward or out-
ward bencath it ; some of these cases, as well as those which follow,
being not improper in the construction of particular species of vessels,
and the others, although not suited to practice, will contribute to il-
lustrate the general theory. The sides of a vessel may also coincide
with the sides of a wedge, inclined to ¢ach other at a given angle,
which angle formed at an imaginary line, where the sides, if pro-
duced, would intersect each other, may be situated either under or
above the water’s surface. To these cases may be added, the circular
form of the sides, and that of the Apollonian or conic parabola. The
sides of vessels may also be assumed to coincide with curves of difs
ferent specics and dimensions, some of which approach to the forms
edopted in the praétice of naval architecture, particularly in the
larger ships of burden. And lastly, the shape of the sides may be
reducible to no regular geometrical law 5 in which case, the deter-
mination of the stability, in respeé to = ship’s rolling, requires the
mensuration of the ordinates of the vertical setions which intersett
the longer axis at right angles ; similar mensurations are also required
for determining the stability, in respe& to the shorter axis, round
which a vessel revolves in pitching. In order to describe distinctly
these several cases, the variation of the setions, both in form and
magnitude, from head to stern of the vessel, has not been considered ;
the seions Leing supposed equal and similar figures, such as they
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in reality are, near the greatest section ot ship, growmng smaller,
and altering their form, toward the head and stern.  But, before this
alteration can be taken into acconnt, it is necessary first to ascertain
the stability corresponding to a vessel or segment, in which the sec-
tions are equal and similar figures ; fiom which determination, the
stability is inferred which actually exists, when the forra and magni-
tude of the sections alter continually, from one extremity of the vessel
to the other. 'The consideration of the cases which have been nere
stated, with inferences and observations thereon, is the subject of the
ensuing pages ; in which, if any ideas are suggested which may be at
all useful in the practice of naval architecture, or may contribute to
remove imperfect or erroneous notions which have been entertained
respecting a principal branch of it, the intention of the author will be
accomplished.

[ To be continued.]

B T .
DESCRIPTION OF PLATE VIIIL

AS Torbay is a place of such resort for cur Naval Force
stationed to the westward during the summer months,
and is but seldom visited by any except professional men, we
have given this original view of it, which we bclieve is the
only corre one that has been published. The Berry Head
is seen from the eastward. Ships are represented at anchor
in the Bay, with a portrait of a Torbay boat, under double
reefed main sail and middle jib.—A fresh gale and squally.
ACCOUNT OF TORBAY.

Vespasian is said to have landed at this place. Torbay gave titie of
Baron to Arthur Herbert, Admiral of the Prince of Orange’s fleet,
but dying without issue, the title became extin@. ¢« Tarrebay
village and priorie, a mile off, founded by William Briwere *.”” Near
this bay stands Mary church, said, but probably on no anthotity, to be
the first church founded in this county.

Mr. Gilpin, in his late publication +, thus describes this place :—
¢ Near Brixham you begin to skirt that celebrated inlet of the sea,
called Torbay. It is a grand scene, and affords many magnificent
views, if you have leisure to circle the Bay in quest of them.

¢ Its general form is semilunar, inclosing a circumference of about
twelve miles. Its winding shores on both sides are screened with
grand ramparts of rock; between which, in the central part, the
ground from the country, forming a gentle vale, falls easily to the

® Lel iii. 3o, Tanner g4.
1 Observations on the Western parts of Englana.
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water’s edge. Wood grows all round the Bay, even on its rocky
sides, where it can get footing and shelter ; but in the central part with
great luxuriance.

“In this delicious spot stood formerly Tor-abbey, the ruins of
which still remain.  'Wooded hills, descending on every side, skreened
and adorned it both behind and on its flanks. In front the Bay, ope-
ning before it, spread its cireling rocky cheeks, like a vast colonade,
lessening in all the pleasing forms of perspective ; and receiving all the
variety of light and shade, which the sun veering round from morning
till evening throws upon them. Here a society of monks dwelt in
peaceful security. The enemy’s fleet more than once, in former times,
ravaged the coast, and burnt Dartmouth and other towns, The abbey
feared no mischief : all it had to do was to open its hospitable gates,
and give an asylum to the terrified fugitives of the country.

¢ Torbay appeared in its greatest glory on the sth of November
1688, when King William entered in with fifty sail of the line, and
four hundred transports. The ships indeed were Dutch ; but a British
admiral led the van, and a British flag flew at the mast head.”

Near Brixham, the town from whence the king’s ships are supplied
with fresh provisions, is a remarkable well *, called Lay Well, which
ebbs and flows about five or six inches in a fei kpinutes, and sometimes
bubbles up like a boiling pot. The water, clear as crystal, cold in
summer and never freezing in winter, is accounted medicinal in some
kinds of fevers: it appears to have no conneGion whatever with the
sea, and yet is brackish,

The view from Brixham when the fleet is in the Bay is very beau
tiful. The town itself, like all fishing towns which are not occa-
sionally frequented for bathing, is small and dirty ; but the resort ofa
few fashionable families, during the summer months, would soon render
this as celebrated as Baia of old, and make it the most delightful wa-
tering place in England. A large number of sloops ate kept here for
the sole purpose of trawling, by which the best flat fish, as turbots
john dorees, soals, and plaice, besides great quantities of whiting,
piper, gurnet, and other fish which frequent the coast, are taken. Pro-
visions are excellent and very reasonable. The inhabitants civil and
attentives Every objeét around conspires to give this place a most
romantic appearance. The high cliffs of the Bay, the beautiful view
of the sea, the fleet riding at anchor in all its glory, the great salubrity
of the air, and above all its retired situation, must one day raise this
town to the distinftion it merits as a place of fashionable resort.

* See Dr. Oliver's account of it in Philes. Trans. No. 304, and Mr. Atwell’s,
in No. 424.

Tol. L. uv
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